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Advertifement. 



ITIINCE the Defiga has been fo long on Foot, to 
ij fbpprels Debauchery and Propbsinenefsj by put- 
ing the Laws of the State in Tigorous Execution 
againft them, it has been exposed that the Enemies 
01 thb Scheme wonld have dpfeareJ in Prints pvo^ 
dnced thdt ArxamentSy and obliged the World 
with a Tafteof the Learning and Philofophy of Vice 
Upon (b proToking a Subjeft .- Bat notwithltand- 
ing all the Clamours ofigonverfatim^ the Prefs has 
been entirely barren upol this Topick, except that 
it has fometimes produced a little namelefs Ridi- 
cule. 

Now if any Perfon 6f Reputatian will enter in- 
to the Difpute, and manage it without Scurrili- 
ty^ Sophiftry, or Trifling i if he will undertake 
to prove, either that proj^ane Swearings ^^r/Mgi 
BUffbem^ LmJmfsj Drunkemefsj Profhanation of 
tbt Lora%'Day^bLC, are ifwocent and barmkfs Pra- 
Hices ^ that they are no way deftru£Hve to Society ; 
that the Laws we have to puniih them ought io be 
rifedled ^ or that while they continue in Force^ 
they oitgbt not to be Executed -, or that Societies to 
promote their Execution ftre either nfelefs^ irregn^ 
lar^ iiegid^ or frejndicid to the Public ; or that ^i « 
ving Informations to the Magiftrate, is either an un- 
€harit(Ak^ fcanJatons m imfrofer Method; he has 
here a Challenge to declare his Mind from the 
Preis, PTf/Ev his Name to the Book, and what bd 
urges flian neither want a Reply, nor that Re- 
ply appear without its Author. 
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With aPREFACE addrefs'd to 

Her Majefty's Juftices of the Peace. 

And thou Son of Man^ be not afr^d of them^ 
neither be afraid of their Words j though Briars 
and Thorns be with thee^ and thou dofi 
dwell among (I Scorpions: Be not afraid of 
their Words ^ nor be difntay^dat their Looks ^ 
though they be a Rebellious Houfe. Ezek. tt. 6. 
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THE 

PREFACE 

Addrffftd u all that knvt 
tbe Honmt to ferve Her 
Majefy in tkeC(^mmif^ 
fott of the Peace. 

VCllfMfffifJVi 

WITH all Relped! imagjnai 
bfe I offer you the following 
Sheets : But as I am very 
fore that the Caufe there pleaded is 
the Caufe of G O D, you muft give 
me leave to inlUI; with more than 
ordinary afliirance to h heard. Whi^ 
this Efjay propofes to you, is no more 
than the due Execution of the Laws 
againft Debauchery and Frophanenefs i 

to employ your Authority for the 
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iv The T^reface. 

Scrviee of our Prince and Country, 
the Safety and Profperity of every 
private SubjeA, the Honour of God, 
the Public Credit of Religion, and the 
eternal Happinefs of Mankind. And 
furely a Propofal of this Nature de- 
ferves at leaft 9 patient, equitable, and 
unprejudiced Hearing. What Obje<fli- 
ons may lie againfl: it, I have endea- 
voured to anfwer in the Body of the 
Book; and have propofed alfo fome 
Arguments, which feemed to me of 
the greate^ Force, to prove our Ob- 
ligation in this Point. But it deferves 
to be fomewhat more largely confi- 
dered, how far the public Interefis 
of Society and Civil Government are 
embarqued in the Execution of thofe 
Laws ; what fatal Mi/chiefs ifliie froni 
the NegleS of this part of our Duty; 
and what Advantages both to Prince 
and People from the faithful Difcbarge 

Prov II. ii.^^ ^*^' S^f^^^^ tells US, that by tJjc 
Bleffing of the Vpright the City is ^x- 
* Exod. 204- ^IteJ : But it is overthrown hy the 
Deut. 4. ZA,* Mouth (/. e. the Prophanenefs) of the 
7^. 24^19-F^Vif^^. For He that has fo often 
l/^^} *33*i^* declared himfelf * jealous of his own 
Hi?^/ 11*29. Honour and Authority, af confuming 

Fire 
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Fire to fuch as go op obftinately to 
provoke Him, will not always fufier 
the Affronts that are offered him, and 
permit his Laws to be trampled od 
with Impunity. Let us not flatter 
our Selves that thefe things will be 
overlook'd^ or that E)ebauchery and 
Prophanenefs are only perjiftal Crimes, 
and mufl: attend their Punilhment 
only in the World to come. Where 
there are either no Laws of the State 
againft them, or the Laws that are 
in Force lye by to ruft for want of 
Execution thro' our negled^, who 
have the Power in our Hands to 
curb Enormities, they are not only 
Ferfonal^ but Ifational too, and God 
will Account with us as 4 Body for 
furring the exorbitant Impudence of 
Vice. Shall I not vifit for thefe things^ j^^ ^ ^^^ 
faith the Lord ; and fb all not my Soul 
he arvenffd on fuch a Ration as this ? ' 
The Prophet Samnel alfo threatens— 
Jf ye Jhall ftill do wickedly^ ye Jhall i Sam^izAil 
he confumed hothjT E and your K I HG. 
Thus public Impieties, * unreftrained * ?«-• s« «• 
by the Magillrate, bring down the 
Vengeance of God upon the Landr 
Whereas if you difcharge the Seve- 

A 3 rity 



rity of the Laws tipon then^ you 
not only preferve your Councfj from 
Ruh^ but fk it upon a better Efta- 
p.^. ,A OH blKfluneot than before. Righteoufnefs 
^'"^'^'^^^ exalts a Ifatien. The Work ef Righ^ 
I fault. 17' teoufnefs /kail ie Feaci^ and the Ef- 
fect if Righteoufnefs Simtnefs and Jf 
fwrmce fer ewr. Let us confider 
what God faid fo Eli^ by way cf 
Roproof^ for not puoiihing the Piro- 
phanoocils and Lewdoefs of bis Sons^ 
^^Them that Htmenr mie ImU Hfneur: 
Tih«refare if d^e Civil X3overnixient ex* 
^pdEt God's fileffing, it ought to be 
jealous ^ Godf Donour ; aod where 
it 15 to^ God will Hooour h witli 
Fame and Risputfllioo abroad, aad with 
Peace and Priaaperity u home. |jet us 
but purge our ^ves of this accmfed 
Things tib^ Guilt of Popular and uti- 
* j^.7-i8.punilhed Ykfii ^Mir * Armies ihali 
^^^7.pit3fper, and tour T\rade ihall f louriffi; 
Ffai.6\. 6. The Earth JhaU yield her Bticret^eyOnd 
-^loj.jg^^^^ed even mr ^d fball Uefs m. Buc 
Iniquity istbe £ital Hindrance of dl 
Sleflk^ public or priviabe, the Source 
Qf all Galanuiies and Duibrders; ta 
that ifidulgiog chat, we aiuft defiroy 
our Country. 

The 
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The Teaq>erance^ Frugality,^ aod 
other Virtues of the Romans^ were 
the Support of their Common^wealth, 
and raifed them to the Empire of the 
World : But as toon as the Lewd- 
nets and Lincury of Greece got foot- 
ing amongft them^ 'tis wonderful to 
obierve how their Power declined a- 
broad^ and Fadions and Qvil Wars 
diftraded them, and in courfe of 
^ime, their State was istirely fub^ 
verbxl by the more Virtuous (the* 
withal the micxfi Barbarous) Nations 
of tha Ifortb. The Reafoa is eafie to 
conceive: For Lusoity and Debau^ 
chery Qas their iiat^iral B£k6t) debafe 
the Genius of a People^ di(K)lve them 
to Bfimmacy and Onoardke^ by chain- 
ing them do^n to their Pieafures^ 
and diverting them from that gene-' 
rous Spirit which is nece&ry to the 
j^efervanioa of the Public. Or if it 
leave them ady thing of Bravery,, 
^cis that of a Bally rather than of a 
SolMer^ the meer force of Wine, 
and not a humane Courage, but a 
brutal Madnels. They become unfit 
for all meat Ad:ioo$ that requires 
fUdd/i fettled liefolu(9k)n. If tbey be 

A 4 drawn 



Viii The preface. 

driwn into the Field, 'tis veijr tin- 
willingly, (which is apparent enough 
from the Difficulties we find in raif- 
ing Men for the Service of the Go- 
vernment,) and when they come there, 
what they do is but a fudden Heat, 
Into which NecelTity or the Com- 
mands of a General, whom they dare 
not difobey, has put them, and no- 
thing goes forward without a previ- 
ous Inflammation from flirong Liquors. 
If they happen to have Succcfs, it may 
. be f^anity as well as Wine may help 
them forward on the next Occafion : 
And if they be routed, 'tis more than 
their Commanders can do to bring 
them off in any tolerable Order, for 
want of that Prefence of Mind which 
would fupport them if Virtue and 
Religion were but there. And indeed 
they are the more eafily routed, as 
Debauchery impairs not only their 
Courage but their Strength; it weak- 
ens the Body, fills Men with Difeafes, 
and makes them unfit to bear Arms ; 
to endure either the Hardihips of a 
Camp, or the Brunt of a Battle. I 
wlH not fay that this is the: Cafe of 
every Lewd and Debauched Perfon, 

but 
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biit tewdnefs and Excefles naturally 
tend to make it fo, and generally pre- 
vail. 

Befide the . Injuries of this kind, 
how many Families have been brought 
to Beggary or a Goal, by the mere 
Expenfivenefs of Vice ! While the La- 
bourer confumes his Time and his Wa- 
ges in Tipling and Drunkennefs, the 
Tradefman his Profits, the Officer his 
Salary, and the Gentlemanfhis Eftate, ia 
Taverns or Lewd Houfes, in Gaming or 
keeping Whores; 'tis no wonder that Po- 
verty overruns the Nation ; that Taxes 
are fo generally complain 'd of, and with 
fo much difficulty paid; that Trade 
is negleded, Markets fail, our Gazettees 
are fill'd with Commiffions of Bank« 
rupt, and our Prifons with Debtors. 
This cuts the very Sinews of the Go- 
vernment, when that which ihould 
fupport it, is drain'd before hand into 
the private Channels of Luxury by 
the Subjedt, and little or nothing re-, 
mains to bear the Charge of its De- 
fence againfl: the common Enemy;* 
and not only fo, but it (lands ftirtlKr 
expofed to Tumults and Rebellions 
at home; for Poverty breeds Difi^n- 

ttnt 
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tent amongfl: the People, who are rea- 
d^ enough to charge their Hardihips 
upon iM Times and the Gwentmenti 
tho' in Truth they proceed from their 
own undoing Vices; Dilcontent puts 
them upon ^eSlwg Change^ and lows 
the Seeds of every great Difiurbance 
to the Public. Let me add, that thofe 
who are pradifed to difregard their 
own Health and life, Eftate and Re^ 
putation, for the Enjoyment of 
their beloved Debaucheries, are in a 
fair Way to bid defiance to theGfal- 
lows, ta venture upon cafitd Crimes^ 
and fuch as are inunediately defira^ 
iSive to common Pieace and Honefty; as 
Robbery, Murder, and the like, either 
to relieve the Poverty which their Vi^^ 
oes have brought upon them^ or to o- 
peft their Way to new Opportunities 
of Luftforbecaufethey have hardened 
themielves beyond the Fear of Deaths 
and refolve, according to their own 
lewd Proverb, upon a jhort Lift and a 
'tmrry One. And therefore 'tis to the 
Advantage of Society to have thofe 
Crimes vigoroufly Punifbed and Sup- 
prefled, that thefe may be prevented^ 

What 
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Whftt is tbeve wiiich oiir Age Widi 
gncMer iBcafon c)Dfnj)Iains of, than the 
<iravth of PEK J U ft Y ? And tbe^ 
oecalctttier i^prumf oftheNatmCpior 
pr§fkme D^negtrJiof the Sofemnity ^ 
Qatbs in Cowts of Jtiftice, iod upon 
iCtttxrace iiitD public Trufts and OiSoes. 
flow nuDiy Juries are there that give 
io a juft VcrdiiS:, and WitodOTes that 
ipeak fthe Truth, mtfaer by C^crtbaa 
Fritidfle.;tK if )by /riwci/i/r, rather by 
that precarious one of oommon Hone* 
ity^ dian &om any Set^ of particular 
Cibligation foom their Oaths ^ How 
naaoy others "wb^ withoiit any Kgaid 
to the Fidelity they are Sworn t% do^ 
dni^ Malice, Farour, or loterdn; give 
in fikhe Evictence and felfe Verdid:s! 
How many G^nftabfes, Chwch*War« 
deoSy^c. are (wilfallf as well zs igf^ 
4rMtfy^ iotfworn in the Exiecutton of 
tlieir Offices ! And isnot this a Pra* 
sfttce fiotorioully deftrudive to civil 
Goverament, (candalons to the Cora- 
non-^wealth) and dang^ous to Society ? 
This, Gentlemen, is chiefly Owiog ta 
the AiimJaiM of Oaths that are thrown 
4Etbout in private O>nveriation. When, 
common ufe has Mied than, and e* 

very 
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veiry Minute's repetition has made tbem 
cheap and vulgar, their Efteem wears 
ofi*, that Reverence, which is a natural 
Guard to their Authority, is loft, and 
Confdence hardens againft all Reftraint 
or Obligation from them. I may ^ii- 
largCj but I cannot further explain 
this : For the Cafe is fo clear, that 
Cufiim and Levity in Swearing intro- 
duces Perjury, that nothinjg remains 
further upon this Head, than the Re- 
flexion, how neceffary it is to the Peace 
and Safety, and the common Interefls 
of Men, that we ihould vigoroufly put 
in Execution the Laws of the State a- 
gatn(i it. 

Let me further obferve, that our Neg- 
ligence in fupprefling Debauchery and 
Prophanenefs leads the Body of the 
People to fuch a Carelefnefs of Rellghm 
as may in time clear the Way for the 
Return of Fopery. Allow Men in their 
Vices, and you make them hopeful 
Profelytes to Rome. For (i) 111 Men 
can be of no Religion upon true Prln^ 
clple • the Church of England and oF 
Italy are all one to them ; whatever 
Zeal they pretend to upon fome Oc- 
cafions for our Church, 'tis all but a 

mere 
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mere lifelefs Theory^ which Education, 
Fafhion, and Incereft, have taught them. 
I will undertake to affirm, that they 
know nothing at all of the Church of 
England^ who think th(bir own Debau- 
cheries reconcileable to her Doctrine. 
And fince thefe Men are Proteftancs 
upon fo flight a Bottom, ihould there 
happen a Revolution in favour of Po- 
pery, their oily Confciences would 
prefently be on the fide that's upper- 
mod. But (jt) there is fomething pe- 
culiar in the Church of Rome that flat- 
ters the extravagant Liberties and Vi- 
ces of Mankind. It has the Reputa- 
tion of putting Men into an eafier 
way thah ordinary to Heaven, with- 
out the Trouble of parting with 
their Sins ; let them enjoy their De- 
baucheries and welcome, if they will 
but go to the Cofl: of an Indulgence, 
or take Abfolution at the Hour of 
Death, or leave fomewhat to the Priefls 
to pray them into Heaven afterwards. 
Now certainly it is the Intereft of 
wicked Men to like this w^y ; the 
Diflbluteoels of their Lives muft needs 
prepare them to embrace a Religion 
that is fo much to their purpofe ; and 

(foolifh 
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(fedifli s II is) cbt Interefll of tbm 
Vices makes them MUkm crery dkyf 
as great Abfardkic& Thcrefone if we 
would ^fieduaUy keq> out Ptt^efy^ 
care ihould be taken fot the imdy 
fi^reffiag of Vice. 

f will add aoodier Obfervackm, 
Gentlemen^ in wb^ your Sdwes are 
knmediat^ oonceined. By the Neg* 
leA of putting die Laws in Execution^ 
tke Autboritj of the Magcftrate is reiH 
dered coMtemptiUc For vmy is fo much 
Reverence paid you^ by ilt Men, but 
becaufe they know you have by Lam 
the Fbwcr to pwiifli tfarai > If yoo 
n^k£t to punifhy they'H forget to fear 
you; you make your Selves their E- 
quals, and Contempt will follow. But 
'da not your Honour alone diat is coi»- 
cerned in this ; for if Magiftrates be^ 
come contemptible, the j^blic mofl: 
ffaare both in the Difgrace and Mif^ 
^ef, and very deepfy loow It will 
be no wonder if the Soidiepy break 
^o' all the Difdpline d War, ancP 
M to Afmifij and Difi^der^ when they 
have karat to defpi^ the Qfiars that 
flmuld command tbem. A iJhort fight- 
ed Perfon may eafily kc to the end 

of 
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of Government, when the Laws are 
n^ieded, the Magiffarate has loft his 
Authority with the People, and eveiy 
Man's own Difcretion is tq l)^ ^i^ 
chief Reftnunt. 

The Only medium of Government, 
is the prefcriUng of L AW S; and that 
which makes a Law to be regarded, is 
the IPUN I SH M ENT it threatens; 
if therefore you negUS the Penalty ^ you 
Jifarm the Law, and doings that, the 
Power 0/ Gwernmeut diflblves, and by 
confequence the State is in Danger of 
being broke to pieces in G)nfufions. 
This is h general the EffeA of flight- 
ing the Execution of good Laws, and 
it 15 particularly the Cafe with relation to 
thole which I am now fpeaking of. Let 
them lye dormant, and you notorioufly 
ftrengthen and encourage Vice $ till at 
kngth it will come to fucb a Head as 
to be pad control, and Magiftrates 
themfelves will no looger have it ia 
their Power to fuppreu it. 

(Hve me leave now to add a Word 
or two further, of the AJvantages that 
may be expeded both by Church and 
State from the due Execution of tfaefe 
Laws. 

I told 
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I told you before, that it introducQs 
Reverence of tn Oath, and prevents the 
Growth of Perjury ; that it puts a ftop 
to the Ruin of many Families; that 
it contributes to the Vigourj Health, 
and generous Spirit of a Nation ; and 
that it wards off the Judgments of 
God, which firft or laft will break 
upon a debauched and impious People^ 
^eftde thefe, it engages Magiftrates 
thcmfelvi^s to live rpgularly, which is 
a great BielTing in their Example, and 
a great Confirmation of their Authori- 
ty ; for that Map mu(l be very ihame- 
Jefs and hardened, who pradifes bim- 
felf the Vice he pupi flies in another. 
By this too we fliall be better able to 
trujf Mankind in our common Deal* 
ings with them. The Suppreflioqi of 
thofe extravagant Vices that wisifte 
filiates, and eml in Poverty and Ruin, 
tends evidently to fecure public Q)m- 
raerce and Credip For how many 
debauched lewd Gentlemen have weicen 
under a fplendid Fisure and Appea- 
rance, Nvho have fudaenly been fo broke 
as to be worfe than nothing. Their 
l^ort in the World, and the Reputation 
of their Eftates, have brought the Mer- 
cers 
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cers and the Markets to give them 
Qiedit, till being no longer able to 
keep their Ground, they are unexpedl-* 
edly blown up, and are no where to 
be ieen but in the Shop-Books or a 
Goal. This is the natural EffeA of 
Extravagance^ as that is of P^ice ; and' 
therefore the Suppreffion of Vice 
muft contribute very much to fet a 
Tradefman eafie : For where Tempe- 
rance and good Order preferve a Fund 
of Wealthy (tho* there ihould be none 
of Hmtfiy) the Law will find him a 
Way to recover what is juftly owing 
him J his Debt is not to be accounted 
Jieffiratc. 

Let us confider yet further the Ad-* 
vantage it will be to the Chriflian Re^ 
ligioH and the Cburcb of England. \t 
gives new Life to the Friends of Vir- 
tue and Goodnefs, who have been too 
long run down by the overbearing In- 
folence of Vice, to appear more open- 
ly in their Defence. The Times were 
come to that unhappy pafs, that ma- 
ny welklifpofed Perfons, affi'ighted by 
the general Ridicule of all that's Se- 
rious, durft hardly be known to be 
virtuous, or fo much as fpeak of Sin 

a and 
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and Duty\ of G^^^and Goodnefs^ without a 
Blufli: But the Execution oftbefeLaws 
has already very muph encouraged and 
will further encourage them, wherever it 
prevails, to declare themfelves more free- 
ly, to reprove with Boldnefs^ and defend 
the common Caufe of Virtue with the 
Spirit that becomes a Cbriftian. And fo 
much the more as the Vigour of thofe 
Laws is fupported by our Faith- 
fulneis, that Courage of Good Men 
will encreafe, and ^me will be fix*d 
where it ought to be^ in the Countenance 
of the Prophane and Vicious. 

Nor is only a Guard to the ficnour of 
Religion,but a real &very great affiftance 
to its Progrcfs^ and Upon feveral Accounts 
a mod happy Step to Mens Salvation. 
When they are pofting with loofe Reins 
to Hell, the Execution of the Laws up- 
on them is a very feafinalle Cheeky and 
cannot but bring them back a little to 
confideration, whither it is they are a 
going. And if there were no other Ad- 
vantage in it, this would be luilicient, 
that it delivers them from the Tempta^ 
tions and Opportunities of Sin, and the 
fatal Poifon of Examples. How many 
are there who would wver be guilty oi 

Pro- 
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fr&PhaneOatbs&borriifExecrations^'which 
deltroy the Confcieoce, How many o- 
thers who would never arrive to a Hai/t 
in thofe Helliih Pradices, if they had not 
the Vogue of Fafliion and Cuftomin the 
Company they keep ! And if the Laws 
were duly Executed, that Faihion would 
be broke, and the PraAice difcouraged, 
which would take away the only Tem- 
ptation there can be to that Vice. Were 
Public Houfes reftraind to their original 
Ufe, by Infpedion into their Diforders, 
and theExecution of theLa ws upon them, 
Tipling would be prevented, and in that 
the great occafion of Drunkennejs re- 
movaJ. W^tt Men kept by the like 
Means from Idlenefs, and inured to ho- 
neft Induftry and Labour, they would 
not have leifure to be tempted to Ga* 
ming, Extravagance and Debauchery. 
Were they obliged by the due Execur 
tionof the Laws to a conftant Atten- 
dance at Church,, how many unhappy 
Opportunities of Prophaning the Lord's- 
Day, would be cut off! And were 
the Prophanation of it by Sports and 
Paflimes vigoroufly fupprefs'd, how 
many Vices that evidently have their 
Hife fronl that would be prevented! 

a X . When 
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When all fort of Religious Convcrft* 
tion is fo generally exploded, and Vir- 
tue made a Jeft of, and the Scriptures 
either ridiculed or denied, does not this 
apparently encourage and confirm thofe 
that are already Vicious in their Con- 
tempt of thefe things ? and even with 
thofe that are better difpofed among 
them, does it not infenfibly corrupt 
their Principles, abate their Reverence 
to Virtue,and work them by Degrees to 
a fettled Diftaft and Averfion to theWay 
which they find every where fpoken a- 
gainft ? Are not even very good Men 
the worfe for Converfation as it now 
goes ? Is there not a powerful Infedi- 
on in the Difcourfes of a lewd or pro- 
phane Wit, which more or k(s leave an 
unhappy Tindture upon the Audience) 
But by the legal Profecutionof fuchBlaf- 
phemies and Impieties, this fcandalous 
{.icentioufnefs would be over-awed, and 
a young Gentleman might come into 
Company, without the Danger of turn- 
ing Deift or Atheift ; and a good Man 
might appear amongft his Neighbours 
without fuch a terrible ihock to his 
Religion and Morals. What can be 
fpore dangerous to Virtue than the Im- 
pudent 
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pudent Sollicitations of Lewd Women 
in our Streets, the Nefts of Bawdry 
that are known and fettled in parttcu* 
lar Houfes, and thofe open Nurferies 
of Irreligion and Lewdnefs , the 
Play-Houies ? How many young and 
inconfiderate Creatures are debauched 
and undone by thefe Temptations, who 
might otherwife have proved Good 
and Virtuous, and made an honoura- 
ble Figure in the World ! And muft 
it not therefore be a very generous 
and great Defign, by putting the Laws 
in Execution, to deliver Men from 
thefe dangerous Circumftances ? to 
ilarve their natural Propenfity to Vice, 
by the want of Opportunities to ex- 
cite and indulge it ? In fhort, Religion 
and good Manners cannot poffibly 
flouriih till thefe dreadful Obflacles be 
taken out of the Way. 

Again j This Execution of the Laws 
will ftrengthen the good Indruc^ions 
of the Pulpit. The Clergy are fent by 
our Great Mailer upon this very Er- 
rand, to reclaim Men (by Perfwafion) 
from their Vices • and *tis eafie to per- 
ceive how much the Care of the Ma- 
^iftrate m^y do to forward their Succefs : 

For 
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For nothing makes Men hearken more 
willingly to Reafon, than an Appre- 
heniion that they ihall fpeedily fufier 
for it if they don't. This will alfo fe- 
tisfic them, that Virtue is not only a 
Topic of Difcourfe for their JUimfter^ 
but that the State infifts upon it too, 
and declares againft Vice as an Enemy 
to the Public ; which will tend to 
heighten their Reverence to the facred 
Office of the Clergy, and poflefs them 
with a better Opinion of the Foolijh-- 
nefs of Preaching. It will bring thent 
more frequently to attend Divine Ser- 
vice in the Church, (which in many 
Places, to the Scandal of a Chriftian 
Country, is hardly fo full as the Ta- 
verns and Ale-Houfes are at the fame 
time;) and this not only by way 
of Confequence of what was faid before, ' 
but alfo as the Laws againfl ahfenting 
from Divine Service are to be put in 
Execution, as well as thofe againft 
Swearing and Debauchery. 

It is alfo a particular Advantage to 
our Church, as it brings it nearer to 
the Primitive Pattern. Thofe Chrifti- 
ans had not (as we have) the Advan- 
tage of Lam and Civil Magifirates to 

punifli 
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puniih Vice by Authority of the State ; 
but they were (o imich the more fe- 
vere in Spiritual Cenfures upon all of 
their own Body who were conviA of 
any fcandalous Immorality. " They^^veV Frt-^ 
^ were infinitely careful to keep ihtT^^i^nin. 
" Honour of their Religion unfpotted, ch, s. ' 
^*toftifle every Sin in its Birth, and 
" by bringing Oflfenders to public 
^^ Shame and Penaky, to keep them 
^ from propagating the malignant In- 
** fluence of a bad Example.-^They 
^^ drove by all ways imaginable to dif- 
^^ courage Sin ; never thinking the 
^^ Curb (Irong enough, fo they might 
^^ but keep Peribns within the Bounds 
** of Order and Regularity,— and keep 
" up that ftridnefs and purity of Man- 
'^ ners that had rendred their Religion 
*' fo renowned and triumphant in the 
** World. This was the pious 21eal 
and Care of the firft Chriftians, which 
it muft certainly well become us, who 
arc their Succedbrs in the fame Excel- 
lent Faith, to imitate. 

It will, hftly, take ofFthe Objedion 
of the Diflenters, that our Church is a 
Shelter for the Lewd and Diflblute. 
By this we clear our Selves of that 

heavy 
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heavy Imputation, (for the Truth Is^ 
wehav^ too maoy iuch amongft us, 
$nd tho' our DoSrine is not to blame 
for , it, Qur, pifiifUne too evidently is,) 
if we; a^ply pur Selves to give all the 
^ . Uoteafioefs vWe can to wicked Men, by • 

'' the fevere.aad impmial Puniihmentof' 

their W^tJie^nefs $ we do then, in the 
Name o£ the Church of EnglanJ^ enter a 
public Proleft, difclaim thofe fcanda* 
lous Members, and as much as we are' 
able, drive them out of our Profeilioa. 
I jjppe, Gentlemen, you will now 
allop mete^^rm^ That as we love our 
, pear^ > our Native Country ; as we de- 
fire the Peace and Happinefs of the 
Queen, the private Safety of our Selves 
and our F^llow-SubjedlSy the Honour of 
our Efiablifh'd Church, the Security 
of the Government, and the general 
Profperity of this great united Ifland^' 
we ought to put the Laws againft Im« 
morality and Prophanenefs into a Courfe 
of vigorous Execution. We muft be E- 
nemiesbothto God and Man, we mull: 
be Tray tors both to Church and State, 
if we do nor. Let me then, with all 
the PafTionate Earneftnefs with which 
Ids polfible for me to follicit the dear- 
eft 
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eO: Interefis a Man can have. Let me 
beg you to join in this neceflary Work, 
this great good Service to our Religion 
and Country; and that, as you will an- 
fwer it before the God of Heaven, to 
whom you and I mud give a flrid: Ac- 
count of our PuhlicTrufl as well as of 
our Private AHions. And may that God 
be pleafed to crown all our Endeavours 
of this kind with Succefs, to the Glo- 
ry of his Name, the Encouragement of 
Religion and Virtue, and the everlail-. 
ing Advantage of thofe poor Souls 
whofe Benefit is intended in them. 

/ am^ 

Gehtlemen^ 

Tour very 

Hmble Servata^^ 

John Disneit* 
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72r. 7k /r Y dear Eugcffius^ Vm 

glad to fee you. This 
is a . Favour I have long 
expefted virith fome Im- 

S Patience. What is it has made you 
uch a Stranger here? 

E^g. Not want of Friendfhip, I zU 
fure you; I ihould be the greateft 
Enemy to my fdf if I did not value 
Tbcotbmus. But NecefOcy has no Law i 
unavoidable Bufinefs confined me. 

B n. 
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Th. I muft allow your Excufe, In 
hopes you will do me the fame Juftice 
when I have Occafion to return it: In 
the mean Time take your Place, dear 
Friend, and let us enjoy one another 
to the beft Advantage, while we may. 
You foiind me clofe at Study j but 'tis 
the beft natured Difturbance in the 
World : The Q)nverlation of Eugeftiut 
being mor^^ to my Improvement al- 
ways, than the dull Road of Books and 
Solitude. 

Eug. You are pleas'd to be at the 
Expencc of a Compliment to fave me 
that of asking Pardon for interrupting 
you : But tho' I am not vain enough 
to think my Company an Improve- 
ment beyond your own Studies • yet I 
am fenfible, that to break in fometimes 
upon a Student, is but to give him 
Breath to purfue his Books afterwards 
with the greater Vigour and Succefs. 

Th. You come frelh from the World 
of News and Action j pray how go 
our Affairs abroad? 

Eug. The moft of our News in this 
dead Seafon of the Y^af, is to be ex- 
pedted from what our. Governours are 
doing at Home. 

n. 
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Th. It IS fo : And I muft not for- 
get one thing which extremely pleafes 
me ; I hear the Government has en- 
trufted joH with a Commijfion for the 
Peace ; of which I fincerely give you 
Joy. 

Eug. Your very humble Servant, 
Theotimus ; but that Commiffion, I'm 
afraid, will yet more abridge my Op- 
portunities of vifiting and enjoying my 
Friends. 

Th. It may be fo j and yet the Ser- 
vice of the Public muft ever take 
Place of private Accounts. Your Time, 
tho' you may be , fure we wifli for as 
much of it as can be fpared, will be 
laid out to very good Purpofe, when 
'tis for the Honour of God, the Ser- 
vice of your EH-ince, and Advantage 
of your Country. 

Eug. It's a troublefome Office, which 
I fliould never have fought for* but 
fome Body, it feems, there was, who 
thought it convenient I (hould be in, 

Th. I hope you intend to ail : Have 
you qualified your felf > 

Eug. Yes, Sir, I have: and what's 
more, I could not fatisfie fcy Gon- 
fcience upon eafier Terms, Fbr the 

B % Go- 
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Government, by putting us into Com- 
mifTion, lodges in our Hands a 
TRUST, which; if we don't exe- 
cute, we betray. The very giving us 
this Authority and Power to fcrvc the 
Public is a fufficient Notification that 
Her Majefty expects we (faould make 
ufi of it for that End. 

Th. An excellent Thought, my dear 
Eugenius; with the Blefling of God, 
go on and profper. The Moralifts of 
the Heathen World could tell us. That 
we are not born for our f elves. To 
wallow in our Pleafures, and fatten 
upon the Sweat and Merit of our 
Anceftors, is fomething, in my Opi- 
nion, very much below a Gentleman* 
Nay, 'tis not fo much as a difcreet 
Self-love : For without the Benefits of 
Magiftracy we could have no Security 
of whatever we propofe to enjoy ; no 
Comfort in our Eftates, no Relifli in 
our Diverfions, no Safety in our Re* 
tirement, but mufl: be always upon 
the I>efen{ive, again il the Rapine and 
Malice of our Neighbours. 

EMg. Some perhaps will tell you, 
There are bufie Magiftrates enough, 
that 'Mxe ^ to be employed, and we 

} may 



Execution of the Laws* 

may leave the Care of Government to 
them. 

Th. But if Security and Peace are 
owing to the Ailivity of thofe that 
are entrufted to preferve them, the 
Diibrders we flill lee mud be owing 
to fuch as betray that Truft in Sloth 
and Ifegtigence^ and /iffe£lation of their 
own Eaje. Why will thefe Gentlemen 
contribute to the Difturbance of Man- 
kind, by laying afleep the Power that's 
given them to Jupprejs it? There is 
need of all the Alliftance that can be 
had to reduce the turbulent Vices and 
Pa/lions of ill Men: and from the 
wretched Effeds of them which we 
fee in the daily Tumults and Difor- 
ders that happen in the World, the 
Confequence is plain, That thofe w ho 
concern themfelves againfl: them are 
not enough; but all that are in Com^ 
miffion ought to appear, if either 
themfelves would enjoy quiet, or have 
Others do fo. 

EMg. I am fenfible of what you fay | 
that all the Bufmefs of a Magiftrate 
in the Execution of bis Office cer- 
tainly arifes from the Pride, the Lu(b, 
fbp Pa^lPn pr Revenge, the ejftrava^r 

P 5 P^nf., 
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gant, contentious, or ungovernable 
Temper of thofe that are under him; 
but the Cafe has been the fame, ever 
fince the Fall of JJam^ and will be 
fo till the general EMflblution. 

Th. True : And therefore there will 
be always Need of Laws and Magi- 
flrates to difcountenance and punijh 
fuch Vices as, if let alone, would 
quickly make this World a moft un- 
cafie Dwelling. Whoever aims at the 
Peace and Happinefs of the Public, 
ought to make Ufe of all his Autho- 
rity to punilh Vice. Not to draw 
the Sword of Juftice againft it, is to 
contribute to our Country's Ruine. 

Eng. But OKiny of the Vices I fpoke 
of, do not in them/elves (o properly 
fall under the Cognizance of humane 
Laws, as in the Effects of them, when 
they break out into Sedition, Robbe- 
ries, Rapes, Murders, and the like. 

7 b. It may be fo • becaufe they are 
Paflions or Affections of the MinJ^ and 
till they break out into overt'A<3:s, 
do not become fo mifchievous to the 
Public. But fome Vices there are, a- 
gainfl: the fimple Ads of which, tho* 
at firft View they feem to terminate 

only 
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only m « private Damage to the Of- 
fender himrdf, the L^ws bave made 
particular Proviiion, becaufe of the 
Confequences that way follow upon 
them to the Public. Prophane Swear^ 
ing^ for Inftance; becaufe if the So- 
lemnity of an Oatb^ the Calling God 
to witnefs to the Truth of what we 
affirm, or promife, or deny, be not 
maintained in its due Reverence^ there 
is an End of all Security and Faith a- 
mongft Men ; tlie Fear of God and of 
his Vengeance ag^aift f alihood, being 
the higheft ObU^ion upon us that 
can be to /peak Truth : And this So- 
lemnity the conrajon Swearer flays with 
every Day, and risoders familiar, and 
as much as in him Jies, contemptible 
and infignificant. So Lewdnefs^ Drun- 
kemefs^ 6fc. becaufe they emafculate 
the Spirits of Men, impair their 
Strength, and ruin tlieir Eftatcs, and 
thereby render them unfit to ferve the 
Public/ which in ibme way or other 
requires their Afliftance to the common 
Support. 

Eug. In Cafes of Swearings Drunken^ 
nefs^ and other Vice? of that kind,^ 
which do not immediately afJecSl the 

P ^ pubt 
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publick Peace, but only by long-wind«f 
ed Confequences, it may be as well 
not to be fo very exad: and rigorous. 
OhfeR. I; Let every Man look to himfelf^ as he 
only fliall anfwer for himfelf^ at the Day 
of Judgment. A Magiftrate will be 
thought very impertinent, that Ihould 
take much Notice of thefe things. 

Th. Tm forry to hear this from £/»- 
genius^ whofe perfonal Chara(3:er for 
Sobriety, Religion, and good Senfe* 
gave me almofl: an Affurance that he 
would make Uie of his Authority and 
Power, for the Supprefling all Immo- 
rality and Prophanenefs. 

Eug. You muft not take me up 
too faft, Theotimus. Refolutions may 
be oh ft mat e^ but never can be judicious^ 
till they have run thro' a Courfe of 
Argument ; and if they (land the Tefi: 
of Reafon, they are not only more ea- 
ifily juftified to others, but more (a* 
tisfac^ory to our felves, and take deep - 
er Root in our Confciences. This Ob- 
jedion I have heard ; and 1 propofe it 
for an Anfwer, being always willing 
to fubmit to Reafon and Religion. 

Th. I ask your Pardon for being too 
forward in my Cenfure. As for an- 
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fwering Objedions, I (hall very readi- 
ly undertake it : becaufe I am well af- 
uired, there can be no Objediion a- 
gainft punifhing Immorality and Vice, 
but what will be eafily removed • and 
this that you have ftarted for the Firfi 
of them is a good Omen of the Weak- 
nefs of all the reft. I ask thofe wife 
Men that care for no Body but themr 
felves , If fuch a Temper can be fuit- 
able to the true Spirit of Chrifiianity i 
Our Religion inculcates nothing more 
than a charitable G)ncern for others as 
well as for our felves^ efpecklly in 
what relates to their eternal Happi- 
nefs. What was the whole Life of the 
blefled Jefus, but one continued In- 
ilance of Zeal and Induftry for the ^ 

Salvation of Mankind? Did He not ^ 

go about Jotpfii GooJ^ Inftrudling, Re« 
proving and Exhorting, that he might 
bring us to a Life of Piety and Vir^ 
tue here, and to eternal Life and Hap- 
pinels hereafter? Do's not St. Paul 
command us to imitate the Example 
of Chrift in a due G>ncern for the 
Salvation of our Chriftian Brother? 
Leok mt every Man on his own things 
t only J, Inf ev(ry Man aljo on the fbil. i. 4, f. 

tfainu 
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things of others : Let this Mind he in 

y0u which was alfo in 0rift Jefus^ &C. 

iCtfr.io.24.j^^^ jj^ j^anfeei his ow% [confine his 

Care to his own Interefl: and Satisfa- 
<2:ionJ iut every Man another^ s Wel'^ 
fare. And does he not inftance in him- 

I Cor. 10.33. felf too? Not feeking his own Profit^ hut 
the Profit of many^ that they may he 

I Ctnr. II. I. y2rw^/. Be ye Followers of me C fays he 
in the next Words ) even as J alfo am 
of Chrifi. In another , Place, lie ex- 
horts his.Chriftians in Theffalonica^ to 
warn them that are unruly ( or diforder- 
ly) amongft them : And thofe of the 

Heh. 11. i^.f^ehrews^ to look diligently left any 

P^. Man fail of the Grace of God ^ (^ or fall 

from it ) left any Root of Bitternefs fpring^ 
inj^ up fhould trouble them^ and thereby 
many he defile d*^ left there he any FO R- 
NfCATOR or PROPHA NE 
^ Perfon^ &cc. i. e. He would have tliem 
flop the Contagion of ill Examples by 

a feafonable Puniihment. And this is 

« 

what our Lord commended in the 
}^. 1. 1. Church of Ephefus^ I know thy tVorks^ 
and that t HOV CANSTNOT 
BEAR them that are evil. It is 
confefledly an Argument of a bafe Spi"^ 
rir, when a Man centrals himfelfwithT 

in 
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In his own perfonal Intereft, and takes 
no Notice who's unhappy, if himfelf be 
otherwife. This, in Matters of tempo- 
ral and ordinary Concern, would not 
fail of being condemned by the Ob- 
jeAors themfelves : But in Matters of 
Religion and Virtue, Mens Notions are 
generally fo flat, and the Impreflions 
of Eternity fo faint, that they take it 
for Civilitjy to let a Man go to Hell 
without flopping him, and propofe a 
great deal of Wifdom in caring for 
none of thefe things. 

Eug. They think they have enough 
to do to take Care of their own Mo- 
rals and Salvation j and therefore they 
leave their Neighbours to take Care at 
Home as they do. 

Th. In truth your Objedtors may 
do well to look at Home-, very pro- 
bably their own bad Condition may 
require it. For no Man that is, or ever' 
was, in (incere good Earneft concerned 
for his own Salvation, can poflibly be 
unconcerned for his l^eighbour's • be-f 
caufe Charity is grounded upon a true 
Senfe of the Misfortune and Vnhappi- 
nefs of the Cafe j and where his own 
Experience has convinced him of that, 

ho 
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he cannot but pity others that lie un^ 
der the fame Neceflity. 

Eug. But are we to anfwer at the 
Day of Judgment for the Sins of o-p 
thers ? 

Th. No Man (hall fuffer at that Day 
for any Sins, in the Guilt of which 
he never was at all concerned, either as 

^rrt 1 8. xo.P^^^^^P^^ ^^ accejfory. The Soul that fin- 
He thy Ifjhall die; — the Righteoufkejs 
of the Righteous fhall he ufon H I M^ 
and the Wickednefs of the Wicked Jhall 
he upon HIM. But we muft ftill 
remember that we fin, not only in 
what me our felves do, but in what we 
ft^er other People to do that is finful, 
without reproving, or puniihing, oren^ 
deavouring to hinder, according to 
the Place and Station we are in. Its 

JJ^Jj^^^^^^'triie, in the Senfe of the Lavo^ if a 

p. %i6. '^^^'Perfon cafually come in while a Felo- 
ny is committing, and is no Confede- 
rate in the Defign, he is not looked 
upon as ^cceflbry, tho' he n^sither 
binder the Felony, nor apprehend the 
Felon: But in Scripture and Confcience 
the Determination's Qtherwife — Ifthon 

£^433. 8. do(l not [peak to warn the Wicked from 
h/s Waj^ ( fays God ) ^hat wiclted Ma " 

"' " ■■ "• y^4 
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/hall die in his Iniquity^ hut his Blood 
will I require at T HT H^nds. Who- 
ever does not difcourage Sin, as much 
as in him lies, does in ef!ed: encourage 
and aietit^ jind may juftly be char« 
ged with a Share in the Guilt of it ; 
for he is accejjory^ tho' not the princi'- 
pal. But not to fall out with your 
Objedlion abfolutely, I will agree to it 
in a due Latitude. Let every Man 
look to himfelf^ that he do his own Du^ 
/y— So lay I too j but then you mud 
extend it to every Part of his Duty, 
or clfe he looks to himfelf but very 
indifierently. And amongft others ^ 
Let every Magifirate look to himfelf, 
that he do bis Duty, which ( as a Ma- 
giftrate ) is, not only to be fober and 
good himfelf, but to punifli ( by the 
Laws committed to him ) thofe that 
are not fo. For He Jhail anfwer only 
for himfelf ; not for the Negledls of other 
Magillrates, which he could not help ; 
but for his own, which he could. Re- 
membring dill that Part of the Duty 
he is bound to , ( and if he negled , 
ihall anfwer for, ) is to ufe his Autho- 
rity and Power either to prevent or 
llinifh Sin in others, over whom the 
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Government has fst him ( as God did 

^K^kr 33. 7. the Prophet Ezekiel^ over the Houfe of 

Ifrael, {as aW aTc H-M AN. On 

(uch a Confideration to be fure it> was, 

I Tim. 22 ^^^^ ^'* ^^^ advUes timothy to be 

cliareful whom he ordained, left he 

Wh* ^^^'^ ^^ Partaker of other Mens Sws^ 

hy upon the i- ^» '^^ ^^^ ^W Bchaviour of fuch as 

Place. might, thro* his Negligence creep into 

the Church, ihould be imputed in Part 

by the great Bifliop of our Souls, to 

him who had Authority to keep them 

out and did not. 

chjea* IL ^^S* ^ obferve you inftance in £2^- 
kiel a Prophet^ and Timothy a Bifbop; 
from which you muft give me leave 
to objed:, That it is properly the Mi- 
nifter's Bufineis to check fuch Immo* 
ralities. The Clergy will fay, we «- 
c roach upon their Office. 

Th. Did you ever hear a Clergyman 
make this Objedion ? 

Eug. I can't fay that ; but I have 
heard it urg'd by others. * 

Th. Aye, 'tis made for them by a vi- * 
cious Laity, who leldom profefs nuich 
Reverence to their Minifters, but when 
it may prove a Reflexion in the Air of. 
a Complement. If there be any of thef 

Cler- 
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Clergy that will own it^ I can only fay, 
they aft unworthy of their CharadJer. 
By endeavouring to difcountenance the 
Suppnffiin of Vice, they make a plain 
and ffifamous Declaration in its Favour^ 
and rife in Arms againft the Caufe of 
Virtue, which they were fent and com- 
miffioned to promote. 

E$^. But, to the Merits of the Ob- 
jeftion, TbeotiniHS j pray anfwcr me. 

Th. I think any Clergyman, who 
has the Souls of Men committed to 
his Care, and makes Confcience of his 
Charge, mud needs be fenfible as well 
of the Difficulty as the Importance of 
the Work; and if he have a fincere 
Zeal for God and Religion, and the 
eternal Happinefs of Men, cannot but 
be well pleafed to find the Concurrence 
of the Magiftrate affifl: and juflifie his 
Labours, and render what he does the 
mofe effc^lual. Their feveral Offices 
are as diftind); as can be. It s true, 
thei# End is the fame, the Honour ot 
God, and the reclaiming of ill Men ; 
but the Means are widely different. 
The one is to reprovt^ the other to pu- 
Hijh Vice. The one is to urge the Law 
of GsJ^ the other to execute thofe of 
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Man • the one is to iniift upon the 
Fear oi future PuniJhmentSy the other to 
curb by Temporal Penalties: And the 
Forces of both thefe in Conjundion, 
might do very fignal Service againft 
Impiety, if they don't unfeafbnably 
weaken themfelves by difputing the 
Command. But iince the particular 
Bufmefs of their Place is fo diftind, I 
can't fee how the Clergy are at all en^- 
croached upon, by what the civil Ma- 
giftrate can do in oppoficion to VicCj 
except he will go beyond his Autho* 
rity, and get into the Pulpit. 
^hfea. m. Eug. But are not thefe Immoralities 

of Swearing^ Drunkennefs^ Propbanation of 
the Lord^s^Day^ and Lewdnefs^ &C. pre- 
fentable in the Spiritual Courts} Does 
not the church take Notice of them^ 
require publick Penance, or pronounce 
Excommunication againft the Ofi^nd- 
ers, which feems the moft proper 
Way to puni(h them? Does not this 
render it needUfs for the civil Magi- 
ftrate to interpofe ? 
Cdnon 109: Tb. They are indeed punifhable by 
the Cenfures of the Church, and the 
Proceedings of Ecclefiaftical Courts; 
and fo they are by the Temporal Laws 

of 
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of the Land. Both the one knd th& 
other may feverally execute their Au- 
thority in fuch GifeS) provided the 
fame individual Offence be not twice 
puni/hed. The Stat. ^Jac. i. cap. $. 
againft Drunkennefs, makes exprefs 
ProvUion, that the Ecclefiaftical Jurif* 
did:ion (hall not thereby be abridged 
or reftrained, but may (lill proceed a* 
gainft Offenders by Canon-Law, as u^ 
fual. The like Provifion is made by 
I BliZyCZp. X. and 3 fac. 1 . cap. 4. a- 
gainft Abfenters from Church ; and by 
I Car. i.^C9p» 1. and 3 Car. 1, cap. li 
againft Proph^nation of the Lord's*Dayi 
Yet it muft he owned, that ( where- 
foever the Fauk lies ) notwithftanding 
this Power they have, they feldom ex^ 
ert it Whether they have no Ptefent* 
ments brought them^ or whether they 
take no Notice of them when they are 
brought, I can't tell ; but fo it is in Fad^, 
that the Difcipline of the Church, and 
the Terror of Penance and Excommu- 
nication are ( thro' fome Body's Fault 
or other ) at a very low Ebb, feldom 
exercifed, and little fear'd. If Church- 
Wardens would regard their Qaths ^ 
their Articles^ and their Duty; they 

C ihould 
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fhould however make conftant t^re- 
fcntments of this krrt4 to the Sf^ifitud 
Ju^gts^ as the CanfiMe and others ought 
to do to thcitfw/ PUdfiftriate ; that diffo- 
lute Men may take UStetice, that aligooA 
Government and Iaw^ Chdth in Church 
and State) kre agkitifft them. But 
however, as the Temporal Powers have 
declared againft intending by their Sta- 
tutes to encroach upon or reftrain *he 
Ecdefiafiicdl ; it is ill Manners not to 
return the CiviHtyi, and that the fiaVe* 
fiafticai €mim jhciold pretehd to ftiper- 
fede the femfsrol, Which they have cer- 
tainly no Right to do. 
object. IV. £ig, If Ttfi^jcral Laws then are to 

take Pkce in tbefe Ma^tlers, were it not 
better to profecute by htdiShftnt lie 
the Quafter*Seffion , cm AflSze ; Whkih 
will make the O&nddr a more pubKe 
Exampfe,than for the JufticeoJf Peace to 
concern himfelf ogainfl: him • at iRome i 
Tb. A coMmvH Drunkard, diflbhite 
and propbarte Feltew, may ( to be fure) 
be profcctitcd, as you fay, by Indiift- 
ment; and 'tis to be hoped it would 
make him more aihamed of his Wick- 
edne&^ to be branded in that Maiiner. 
But no Man is to be landed till he 

be« 
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Iseoome mterhus by repeated Offen- 
ces of thefe Kinds. The firfl: and 
fnildeft Method to reforoi him ( which 
Reformation is certainly the Intent jbjf 
the Law ) would be, to levy the yPe- 
fiaky by the Statute, which is jliuch 
kk Charge to the Offender, and more 
private. If this will not reclaim him, 
it is tinoe enough to take the other 
Method afterwards. Befides, me Que^^ 
ilton is not, what we (for particular 
Reafons } may be pleafed to think con^ 
wenient in thefe Cafes ; but what the 
Laws we are empowered and fworn to 
execute ^ireH ns to} We may by com- 
mon Law /m//^; btit the Statutes, with 
which we are particularly concerned, 
direA us to levy fo much Money ^ by War^^ 
rant to the Ccmftable or other Officers^ 
for each Offence ; and therefore this is 
the more regular Way. I will add far^ 
ther, that if Profecutions againfl: Swear- 
ing, Sfc. be confined to the Method of 
iMJiSment^ you will have too Jew Of^ 
fenders puniihed; perhaps Three oi^ 
Four at.a Seflion j but if you form Con-^ 
vi(%0RS nearer Home, you may bring 
a very confiderable Number to Puniib- 
mcnc : And this may poiiibly in a lit- 

G % lid 
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tie time bear down the Impudence df 
Vice, when the other Way leaves Hope 
for Nineteen out of Twenty to efcape 
unpunifti'd; by which Remifnefs, the 
Vigour and Spirit of the Law evapo- 
rates. Befides^ who fhall profecute? 
The Charge of drawing an Indid:nient, 
tho' it is not much, is what (in this 
cold Age of Zeal ) few People care to 
be at. If only one or two be indided 
at a time, the Charge indeed is trifling, 
and fo I doubt will be the Ctnjfequence: 
If Ten, Twenty, OF Thirty beprofecu- 
ted at the fame Seffion, the Influence 
upon Offenders would indeed be more 
hopeful, but the 'Expence would begin 
to be confiderable. However thefe 
things be, I'm fure every Magiftrate 
is bound, on feveral Accounts, to take 
fome Method or other that the Laws 
againft Immorality and Prophanenefs 
be put in full Execution. 

Eug. By the Way, I deGre you to 
let me, once for all, into the Argu^ 
ments by which you prove this Obli- 
gation upon every Magiftrate. The 
other Objections I have heard, fhall be 
rcfcrved till by and by, if you wiU 

then 
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then favour me with Leave to propofe 
them. 

Tb. I argue Firft^ from the general Argument I. 
Tenor of their Commiflion from Al- 
mighty God, the Fountain of all Au- 
thority and Power, in the facred Scri*^ 
ptures. St. Paul^ in his Epiflle to the 
Romans^ denouncing Damnation to thofe 
that refift the Magiftracy, gives this 
Reafon for it, that Rulers are not al^m.i^.Mf 
TERROR toGOOD Worh^.hut to 
EVIL. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Tower ? Do that which is gooJ^ 
and thou Jhalt have Praife of the fame ; 
for he is the Minifler of God to thee for 
Good. But if thou do that which is EVIL^ 
he afraid \ for he leareth not the Sword 
in Vain; for he is the Minifier of God ^ a 
Revenger to execute fVrath upon him that 
doth E VIL. By this it appears, that 
the Infiitution of Magillrates was for 
the Encouraging whatfoever is good, 
and for the Supprefftng and Punijhing 
whatfoever is evil. Now to give this 
Argument its due Force, I need only 
ask, whether Prophane Swearings Lewd'- 
ne/Sj excelfive or unfeafonable Drinking^ 
and Prophanation of the Lord^s-Day^ be 
E V I L or not ? \i they be, it feems 
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the Magiftrate is bound (the iuprdntd 
Magiftrate by tnaking good Laws, and 
the fubordinate by pmting thfe Laofs im 
Execution ) to puniih and reflram theoK 
It is plainly faid, tie is not to hear tke 
Stoor4 in vain^ to enjoy his Power with- 
out executing it- but is the fliinifier ^ 
GoJ^ appointed for this purpofe, to be 
a Revenger to esecUte Wrath^ the Laws 
of his Cx)untry committed to hhn, up^ 
on him that doth evil : And that not on* 
iy Princes and fupreme Governours are 
concerned in this, but inferior Magtr 
ilrates partake of the fanie G)mmi(Iion, 
as deputed by them, you need onhr 
turn to the parallel Place in the fim 
Epidle of St. Peter ; Submit your/elves 
I Pet. 1. 1 3, fQ every Ordinance of Man^ for the Lord's 
^^' Sake ; whether it he to the King^ as Su-- 

preme • or unto Governours^ as unto them 
that are fent hy him^ for the Puni/hment 
of evil Doers^ and for the Praife of them 
that do well. 

Again, I believe it will hardly be de- 
nied, that there lies a general Obligati: 
on upon ail Chriftians to promote the 
Glory of Chrift, as much as is poffible, 
according to the feveral Opportunities 
and Advantages they have for doing 



It. 
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it. And be is th^ii, I think, moft pro- 
perly £ud to be glorified Ipy i^ when 
we fe| our ff Wes (q the utmofl; cxf our 
Fowqr to further ^nd bring about (both 
in ovr £&lves and others ) the great End 
which he propoft^d in dying to redeem 
us. Now that was * to turn every ofie^^^^^^- ^^^ 
^f us from aur Iniqmes, to make UsJj^^'J; 
happy in th^ Obfervation of his pure i jobn 3. 8, 
and holy Laws, and the Iniitation of 
his excellent Example. I ask then, 
whether a Magtdrate has not a particu- 
lar Power to prpmotp it, by puniihing 
thofe wicked Cuflom^ and Vices that 
are dire(^ly contrary thereto ? And if 
fo, whether thfre is not a partknlar 
Ohligaiion to life bts Authority in this 

Cafe ? Te that love the Lprd^ hate Evil; p^^^ ^^ j^^^ 
fays the Ffalmift : And certainly that 
Man's Religion fits very loofe upon 
hin), who ( tho* he pretends to be fo- 
ber and virtuous himfelf ) can fuffer all 
about him to be as wicked as they 
will, when he is armed with Authority 
to prevent or punifh them. 

Bug. You have gone thro' this Point, 
Theotimus^ with Succefs enough; 'tis 
f}p\y tim? for your Second Argument, 

C 4 Jby 
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Arpimenr ih Th. It is fo : And that I draw from 
the Duty he owes bis Coimtry in this 
Matter, which he expofcs to the JVD6- 
MEMTS of God by not doing his Part 
to fuppre^ the Impieties that draw 
them down. Sin then grows National 
when it prevails without Control, when 
the Ecclefiaftical and Civil Powers that 
fhould reftrain it take no Notice, fuffer 
it to appear in the Streets, in the Face 
of the Sun, with the utmofl Impudence 
and Freedom; and the Laws themfelves^ 
which call for Juftice againft it, are ti- 
ed down and gagg'd by the Treachery 
of thofe that mMdafl by them. When 
things are thus, 'tis a dangerous Sym::: 
ptom of the approaching Ruine of that 
• People: God, who punimes States and 

Kingdoms as fuch only in this Life, will, 
for the Honour of his Providence, not 
be very long ere he revenge himfelf of 
V fijch a Nation. I need not put you in 
Mind of the old World, and the Ci- 
ties of Sodom and Gomorrah^ entirely 
ruined in a dreadful and remarkable 
Manner for their Sins, and particularly 
for their Lujis. The whole Story oiF 

5iC<»r; I O.I I. God*s Dealing with the Jews, vohick 
was written for our Admonition, upon whom 



Execution of the Laws. i j 

the Ends of the World are come^ is De- 
monftration enough, that * Lewdnefi^ ♦ ^/. 4- »i 3i 
Drunkennefs^ Prophanenefs^ &c. as well 7^- 5* 7» 8, 
as Idolatry^ provoke the Wrath of God, ^.^.u, 13, 
and are in their Confequences fatal 1022,25. 
the Public, where they are fuffered^M'°7-33| 
without Corredion ; and that as to the ^** 
Jews themfelves, the Incurfions of their 
Enemies, the Slaughter of their Forces, 
the Defolation of their City and Tem- 
ple, their feveral Captivities, and at laft 
the utter Deftrudion of their Church 
and State by the Romans^ were the 
Judgments of God upon them, not on- 
ly for their Idolatry or Unbelief, but 
alfo for their other Wickednefs. Jofe- 
phus^ their own Hiftorian, acknowledg- 
ing, " That as he thought no Nati- t ^ . . ., 
*' on under Heaven ever fuffcred fuch ^{f f^^^^ ^'*- 
*• things as they did from the Romans •, * ' 
" So none from the Beginning of the 
^ World abounded more in all kinds 
** of Impiety and Vice. And that thefe 
things might have been prevented by 
the Care o{good Magijlrates^ in timely 
punifhing fuch Vices, appears from the 
Declaration of God Himielf, Rm ye too y^ ^ j; 
and fro thro^ the Streets of Jerufalem^ 
and fee now^ and know^ and feek in the 

hroad 
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^roa J Places tbererf^ if ye can fin J a Mw^ 
if there he any that exeeuteth Judffnent^^ 
and I mil par Jon it : Aod f roai the Ex- 
ample of the Tj^ of Phinehas^ againft 
Mi/wt.2S-u.the Lull of Zimri and Oi//, which 
^ brought down a BlefOng upon himfelF, 

and ftopp'd the Wrath of God againfl: 
the People. Our prefent Qpeen has pU 
oufly declared Her Senfe of this in Her 
*^^^^^^^^'^- Proclamation * againft Prophanenefs 
''^^^' and Immorality, which She acknow- 
fcdges are highly Mfpleafitig to God^ a 
great Reproach to the Religion and Qo^ 
vemment of England, and if not timely 
remedied^ may jujlly draw down the Di^ 
vine Vengeance upon Her and Her King'- 
doms. So that as they expeS the Blef^ 
fing of God to make Her Reign happy 
and profperous^ Her Magiftrates are re- 
quired to put in Execution the Laws 
againft Impiety and Vice ; for She dif- 
claims all Hope of the Divine Afftflance 
to preferve the State and the Proteftant 
Religion in due Safety, without a Rt-^ 
ligious Ohfervation of God^s Laws^ and 
Execution of Her own. In Ihorr, we 
have ali the Ground that can be both 
from Scripture and Reafon to conclude^ 
fhat Wickedoefs, whcr^ it i$ not pub-i 
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licly ^cDuraged, betrays a Nation to 
the Juc^nents amd the Curfe of Hea- 
ven^ and fs the readScft Way our Ene- 
tmts tltenfehres coah^ propofi to cuine 

Another Argumeflt, in this Matter, i^rei/wientfil. 

is drawn from the CX)ligatioa a Ma- 

giftrAte's Ontb lays upon ^m to execute 

ihtpt as weU as 9ther Statutes. When a 

Juftice of Peace is fworn into the Com- 

mtf&on, he makes Oath — ^^ That as Dalcon^ c, 4i 

** Juftice of the Peace in the County of 

** — — m all Artides in the Queen's 

^' Commiffion to him dire^ed , he 

*- fliall do equal Right to the Pow 

^^ and to the Rich^ after bis Cunnings 

" Wit, and Power, and after the Laws 

^* and Cuftoms of the Realm, and Sta- 

^' tutes thereof made ; and that he ihall 

** not let for Gift or other Caufe, but 

^^ well and truly do his Office in that 

^ behalf. This Oath refers him to bis 

Oxmnifiion^ and all Articles therein to 

him direded ; what thofe are, you will 

find in the firft Affignavimus of the Com- 

midion. " We have affigned you and Dak c 5. 

•* every one of you jointly and ieverajly 

** our Juftices, (Sc. to keep and caufe 

" to h keft all Ordinances and Statutes 

" made 






18 Jn EJfay upon the 

" made for the Good of the Peace^ 
'* and for G)nfervation of the fame^ 
^^ and for the quiet Rule and Govern'^ 
*^ ment of iour People in all an J every 
*^ the Articles thereof^ in our faid Coun- 
" ty, according to the Force, Form, 
^' and Efied: of the fame ; and to char 
" ^ife and punijh all Perjtms (pending 
" againfl the Form of thofe Ordinances, 
" or Statutes, or any of them, in the 
" County aforefaid, as according to 
** the Form of thofe Ordinances and 
^^ Statutes fhali be fit to be done. So 
that he is folemnly fworn to the Exe? 
cution of all fuch Statutes as the L^i- 
flative Power of the Nation has thought 
fit to throw upon his Care ; as are all 
thofe made againft Drunkennefs, Tipling^ 
prophane Swearing^ Blafphemy^ lewd and 
diforderly Frafiices^ and Prophamtipn of 
the Lord's- Day y as much as any other 
Statutes whatfoever. Tis hard to ima- 
gine how a Juftice of Peace can think 
himfelf more concerned by his Office 
1:0 punifli f^agalonds^ fupprefs Riots^ de- 
termine Settlements of the Poor^ or fri-t 
'vate Quarrels of the Neighbourhood'' 
than he is to levy Twelve Pence on a 
prophane Swearer ^ Five Shillings on a 
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DrunkarJ^ Ten Shillings on the Ptib- 
licMoiik that fkfferi Tiplingy or any 
Other Ptnalty which the Law exadrs 
from the Vices and Imntt)ralities of 
Mankind. The fame Oath, the fame 
Commiffion, the fame Statifte'^Law 
binds him both to the one and the 
other, laying an equal Obligation upon 
his Confcience. How a Magiilrate, 
who wilfully negledrs to punifh Excefs, 
Prophaneneis and Impiety, ( be he ne- 
ver fo induftrious and exad): in other 
Parts of his Office) can excufe him^ 
felf from the Guilt of Perjury^ I don't 
pretend to know ; but if he realons fair- 
ly, he will find himfclf as much for- 
fwoiro, as an Evidence, who upon his 
Oath to declare the whole Truth ^ con- 
ceals the moft confiderahle Part of it ; 
and his Peijuty fo much the more in- 
famous, as^ the ill Example and £fFed:s 
of it will be miichievous. 

Eug. Well, Theotimusy This is a hard 
Chapter, I don't know what to think 
on*t. Go on to fomewhac elfe. 

Th. But let me engage you then to 

confider this Argument ferioufly the 

next time you are alone* I lay more 

Strefs 
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Stref$ «^xHi ky ibaii to be wiUiag k 
^KMjkl be jtfftled afide. 

Bitg. Your Argwaents fo>flroqg ^ 
one that has any Ikmakis of 13m^ 
ence and the Fear<)f God left In rliHiij 
that it will be thought oi; far ^^ 
Obligatjiofi of an Ottti is certaifll^ b 
very (kcreJ thing. 

Th. ^Xis pity all the World doiqs QDt 
think it ifo; or at leaft, that ^^n <b 
often tbrj^ct in TraRice what thfiy f^ 
\o^ in Jireory. But ro put them ta 
Mind of this Obligation, and Jeftve 
them inexicufable, Her Majefty hf^s ta» 
ken Care by repeated Proclamatioos to 
enforce it. 

Eug. Thc3fe Proclamations tqdced are 
very ftri<3'» and frequently read to riis. 
^Twere well if they were better at* 
tended to than they are. 
rjt. iV. Th. We liavc thcrt^ the Comniapdil 
of an excellent Princefe, to reviyetrMd 
reinforce tbc^ Executioti ^i thofc good 
Laws ; which is a new Obligation . fpon 
every one olf us to dd our Duty, .and 
may very well come m for another 
Argument io the <Cafe.. 

As the whole G:>urfe of Her Maje-i 
fty's Reign has Ihelvn Her a prudent 

and 
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and iff eftionate Mother to Her People, 
fo in this She has more efpecitlly ex* 
prefled Her Zeal for thdr Eternal^ as 
well u Temporal Happkiefe. In lefs 
tfatn Twettty Days after Her Succeflion ^^^^i^ ^^^ 
totfae Crown, She publiihed Her fir ft 1702. 
Ptoobmadon of this Nature ; and with* 
in cheCompa& oiHerfirfi Tears Reign^Fek 15. 
She (ent out another, more flrid: in i?^^ 
feme fiareiculars than the former; by 
which She irquires the utmoft Ca^ of 
Her Magiftrates to fupprels and punifb 
Vice. 

I have the SecMJ Proclamastion here 
by me, and ifycMi pleafc we will re- 
mark fome Pailages in it. It is worth 
the taking Notice o(j that Her Majefty 
complains in the Beginning of it, that 
(6 little Regard was had to the other 
which She fent out before, the Laws 
therein meHtiaiteJ havhig nrt been execu^ 
ted accerJifig to \Her jufi Expe&ation 
and Command. And toward the latter 
End of it. She direds and commands 
all Judges of Affize and Juftices of the 
Peace to give ftri^ Charges at their 
refpeftive Aflizes and Seflions, not on- 
ly for the Profecution of Offenders, 
but alfo of all Perfans tbat^ contrary to 

their 
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tieir Daty^ Jhall he remifs or tie^igeni in 
putting the Laws againft Vice and Pro* 
pbanenefs in Execution. From Whence 
I infer, that Her Majefty hears of and 
refents the Negligence of Her Juftices 
in this Matter ; and that our Diftance 
from the Court will not be able whol« 
ly to skreen us from the Inrped:ion of 
a wife and careful Sovereign. But to 
proceed , " Wt mod ferioujly and 
religioujly confidering (fays Her Ma* 
jefty ) that it is an indijpenfahle Duty an 
Vs^ to he careful^ ahove all other things^ 
to preferve and advance the Honour and 
Service of Almighty God^ and to difcow- 
rage and fupprefs all Vicc^ TrophanenefSy 
Dehauchery and Immorality ^ which are fo 
highly- diff leafing to God^ &c. do herehy 
S TR ICTLT charge and command all 
Our Judges^ Mayors^ Sheriffs^ Juftices of 
the Peace, &c. to he VERT ^ IG /- 
LANT and STRICT inthe DIS- 
COrERT and EFFEcTZ/AL 
P ROSECVTIOIfandfVNISH- 
MENr of all Perfons who Jhall he 
guilty of excejfive Drinking, Blajphemj, 
prophane Swearing and Curjin^, Lewdnefs, 
Prophanation of the Lord's Day ^ &c. to 
ft*pprefs Bawdj^HoufeSy and Gaming-^ 

Houfes } 
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ffoufes; ^ to put in Execution the Sta* 
tute 19 Car. %. c. 7. for the Obfervati- 
on of Stmiays^ the 9 Will. 3. againft 
Biafphemy and Prophanenefs, and ALL 
OTHER LAWS now in Pone ^ for 
pnmfhing and fuppr effing the Vices afore^^ 
JaiJ^ as they will anfwer it to Almighty 
Goi^ and upon fain of Our higheji Dif 
pleafure. 

Words cannot be framed more pofi-^ 
tive^ or more emphatical^ to give us the 
Senfe of the Royal Authority in this 
Matter. If Princes are to be obeyed, 
and every Ordinance of theirs to he fuh- 
wittedto^ how can a Magiftrate, thus 
ftridly charged fix)m the Throne, up- 
on his Allegiance to God and his So- 
vereign, pretend to anfwer it to either, 
if he be negligent in what Her Majefty 
has fo earneftly required of him > She 
C be Her 2;eal never fo great for the 
Reformation of her People ) cannot be 
every where in Perfon to fee it effe* 
dcd; therefore She empowers Her 
fubordinate Magiftrates to ad: with 
Her Authority, and in Her Name, for 
that Purpofe, throughout Her Domi« 
nions; She xt]^{tsfuch a Trufi in tbem^ 
and there can be no Medium, but ei« 

D ther 



ther they muft faithfully difiharge or 
wickedly Betray that Trull- 

Eug. But fome will anfwer you, That 
Proclamations of this kind are only for 
Form Sake • fome certain Reafons of 
State there are, why the Government 
fliould feem to difcountenance Vice, 
and yet , perhaps would not be very 
much pleas'd to be too vigoroufly o- 
beyed. 

Th. In the firft Place however, I ob- 
ferve, that Vice is what the Wifdom of 
all Governments thinks it laudable to 
difcountenance. Reafons of State are 
nothing but Maxims of Policy ; and if 
there are fuch Reafons for appearing 
to frown upon Immorality and Pro- 
phanenefs, it is evidence enough to the 
Reputation of Virtue and Religion, as 
the wifefl; Methods to fupport the Go* 
vernment. But befides this, the Obje* 
6tiot\ charges a virtuous Prince with 
dired Hypocrifie. Her Proclamation 
( founded upon Laws that are in Force 
to the fame Pbrpofe ) is the declared 
Rule by which She commands Her Ju- 
ftices of Peace and others in Authori- 
ty to zOi; now if She have zfecret Re- 
fervatioH contrary to what She has de^ 

dared 
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dared to he Her Witt^ how fliall we 
know it? How fhall we govern our 
felves in aAing? For my Part, I 
think we have nothing to do, but in 
Ohedience to a<3: by Her exprefs Com- 
mand in the Proclamation, and in 
Charity and Refpe£l to believe She 
would have us clo fo. 

fiig. Well, Friend, have you any 
more Arguments ? If you have, pray 
difpatch them. 

Th. Yes, I have two more. One is Arg. V- 
from the Advantage it wilt he to the 
Foor^ to whom the Forfeitures upon 
thefe Statutes are by Law appropriated^ 
This, tho' it be not the chief Intention 
of the Law, is an accidental Confe- 
quence of it: And were thefe Penal- 
ties duly exacted, they would amount 
(Hear) to a very cotifiderable Sum, 
the Generality of People being (o vici- 
ous as they are; and this would go a 
great way toward the Maintenance of 
thofe poor Creatures whom we now 
complain of as a Burden^ Not a Beg- 
gar would be feen in our Streets, fmall 
Collections ^ if ^ny ) need to be made 
in our Parifhes ; thofe that are Naked 
might be cloathed, thofe that are Idle 

D % might 
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might be employed in publick Work^ 
Houfes ; and in fliort, we (hould fcarce 
have a very poor Subjeift in the Nation. 
For 'tis generally Vice and Extrava- 
gance that make Men poor, cfpecially* 
Drinking and Gaming , tdlenefs and 
LewJnefs : Now if thefe were removed, 
by the due Execution of the Laws, the 
great Occafions of Poverty would be 
taken away, and Men would be left 
to thrive (as God defigned they fhould) 
by Sobriety and Induftry. Or if they 
cannot be wholly or fuddenly fuppref- 
fed, yet the pecuniary Penalties levied 
on Offenders would in the mean time 
contribute largely to the Support of 
fuch as are already poor- It's true, per- 
haps, this might not lafl: long ; the vi- 
gorous Execution of Laws would flartle 
luch as have Reafon to fear it^ and keep 
them upon their Guard,fo that the Num- 
ber of Offences would quickly leflen,and 
confequently the Money to be raifed 
would leflen too ; but in the mean time 
the Poor would be well provided for, and 
at the Charge of Vice, where the Bur- 
den ought to lie J and if Vice fall into 
Decay by rigorous Ufage, the other 
Confequence will take Place, of keeping 
many from thofe extravagant Meafures 

that 
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that wouU impoverifh them ; and 
thereby, in G)urfe of time, the Num- 
ier of Poor would be ledened, as well 
as the Fund that fhould maintain them. 

My laft Argument I draw from the ^rg. VI 
Charity we owe our vicious Neighbour^ in 
endeavouring to rebaim him. I dent 
know any thing which the World 
more generally fubfcribes to, than the 
Excellence of Charity. Now every one 
that confiders the Nature of Benefits^ 
muft own that the Value of them ri(es, 
not only in Proportion to the Degree 
of our Neighbour's Neceffity, as he 
is more or lefs in want, but alfo to the 
Quality of what he (lands in need of, 
as he wants this or that^ fome things 
being of more Importance to him than 
others. And therefore (b much as his 
Eternal Happinefs in the World to come 
is of greater Concern than a flmt and 
tranfitory Sulfijlan^e in this Life^ the 
Charity of reclaiming tjim from Vice, 
and reducing bin} to thofe fober and 
religious Courfes that will bring him 
in due time to Heaven, muft be pro- 
portionably much greater than only to 
cloath his Nakednefs, relieve his Hun- 
ger, Of jiny 9th?r Jnftance that termir 
- ' P ^ nate^ 
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nates only in this prefent mortal State 
The Affecaion which the blefled God 
of Mercy bears to all his rational Crea* 
tures, and efpecially to Chriftians, has 
made this the particular Bufinefs of his 
Minifters, to perfwade Men from the 
Pulpit, to be Wife in Matters of their 
trueft and eternal Intereft. The Care 
and Piety of our Governours has alfo 
enaded many good Laws with this 
very End and I>erign, to flop Men in 
the Career of Wickednefs, reform their 
vicious Manners, and oblige them, if 
poffible, to refled: more ferioufly on 
another World, before they be called 
•way by Death to enter upon it. Cer^ 
tainly then the Execution of thefe Laws, 
with which every fubordinate Magi- 
flrate is entrufted to that Purpofe, is a* 
Charity they owe to thofe who are 
running blind and headlong to their 
own everlafting Mifery. 

Etig. Give me leave now to go on 
with my Objedionsj your laft Argu* 
ment naturally introduces fome of 
a^Vff. V, them. One is, that in this Work of 
Reformation, the Magiflrate is ctmfined 
and limited; he can ad no further than 
the Lam of the Statf empower him, 

.; which 
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which moft be deficient in many In- 
flances tnd in many Circunoftances^ 
as all humane Laws are; and therefore 
are ft^ exten^ve enough to reach all thofe 
Vices that will make us miferable here- 
after, nor in many Cafes entirely tofup* 
frefs the Vices they will reach. 

Tb. I am ready to grant you this, 
that a Juftice of Peace is limited by 
the Laws he is fworn to ad by ; and 
can go no further in his Zeal for fup^ 
preflling Vice, than they will allow him ; 
nor is it fit he (hould. But let him go 
fo far^ 'tis all that God and Man re- 
quire of him, and 1 hope I have fuffi- 
cicntly proved that fo much they do 
require. Nor is the Charity Ms: For. 
if I be ftraitned in my own Circum- 
(lances and have but little to give to a 
poor Wretch that asks me, and I re- 
lieve him proportionably to what I 
have • is not this as truly Charity in me, 
as if out of a more plentiful Fortune I 
had given more? Can a Magidrate 
pretend to juftifie himfelf at the Bar of 
God, when he comes to be tried for 
Eternity upon the due Execution of bis 
Office, that becaufe he could not d^ 
Jo much hy Lm as he himfelf was plea- 

D 4 fed 
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fed to think neceffary for the Suppref- 
fing Vice, he chofe rather to fit ftill, 
and let it take its Courfe without Di- 
fturbance ? Will not the great and ter- 
rible God, who expeds an Improve- 
ment of the Talents he has committed 
to us, C and that of Authority^ to be fure, 
, as well as the reft, ) reproach him as a 
flothfuland wicked Servant, who pre • 
tending Fear left he ihould not anfwer 
bis Mafter's Expe(3:ation, has buried 
the Advantages he had for doing Good^ 
in Idienefs and doing nothing. 
ohjea. Yl Bug. But the Suppreflion of ill Cu- 
ftoms is a vafi and impraHicahle Vnder- 
taking^ wherein Succefs is hardly to 
be hoped for ; and if we fail in the At* 
tempt, all that we have done will fireng^ 
then Vice, inftead of impairing it. 

Th. Til warrant you, Eugeniiu ; dont 
fear that. This Lion in the Way^ when 
you approach it nearer, you will find 
to be a harmlefs Statue, or at moft an 
old and toothlefs Enemy, and if you at^ 
tack it with the Courage of a Chriftian^ 
not invincible. Difficulties there are, 
but fuch as a good Refolution may 
break thro*. Attempts of this Nature 
were begun in London^ about Seven- 

# teen 
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teen Years ago, by a fmall inconfidera- See the ac^ 
ble Number of Gentlemen at firft, and J^^?f^,j{ ^^' 
ipet with Oppofition and Dhcourage- iJ^^^^^/J^ 
ment enough, but Q by the Providence of Manners. 
of God, which has vifibly appeared to 
favour this excellent Work J they have 
/bee gained Ground exceedingly; ma- 
ny Tboufands of prophane Swearers, 
ENunkards, and other lewd and diflblute 
Perfons have by the Induftry of good 
Men and good . M agiftrates been 
brought to fufier the Penalties of the 
Law for their Ofience, with great and 
happy Succefs • to the Honour of Reli- 
gion, and the great Mortification of 
Impiety, which dare not now appear 
with half the Impudence it did. The 
like Zeal, from their Example, has 
fpread its felf not only into feveral See the Pro- 
Parts of Great Britain and Ireland, butg,,.;^^^^^ 
into Holland^ Flanders , Smtzerland^f^eformatim 
Denmark, Sweden, fome parts of Germa* of^ Manners^ 
ny, and our Plantations in America ; he-f^*^^^^ ^7<»6. 
ing every where received with Honour 
and Applaufe; except at Home, by 
fome, who ( as a Reverend Divine ex- ^or. WillisV 
pre^ it in his Sermon ) * affeU the Re^ Sermon before 
futation #/ heing wife iy doing nothing,^^^ ^^^^^^^^{ 
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and hy neither giving tbemfelves nor any 
Body elfe any, Trouhle. 

I hope I have faid enough to prove, 
that the thing is far from htm^impra^ica* 
lle^ and the Succefs from being defperate. 
But fuppofe the worft, that at prefent 
we fliould not fucceed , but Vice fo far 
prevail as to overbear the Authority of 
Laws and the Vigour of thofe that 
execute them .• Which you mull how- 
ever remember is not the Cafe ; be- 
caufe we may, with God's Bleffing, do 
much Good in this Matter^ as I have 
told you others have evidently done. 
What is to be done in that Cale ? Why 
certainly we ought to keep a good 
Confcience in the faithful, active and 
conftant Difcharge of our Duty, and 
leave the Succefs to God, whofe Ho- 
nour is intended by it, and in whofe 
Strength 'tis undertaken. We are not 
to tie up the Almighty to ferve our im* 
petuous Expedations: perhaps at pre- 
fent, things may not fucceed according 
to our Wifties, yet afterwards they 
may, if we perfift in our Endeavours^ 
When we have fincerely done our heft 
to reform the World, and have done 
fome good Service towards it, if not fo 

much 
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much as we would, we have Reafon to be 
very thankful, and to take great Satisfa- 
ction in our Endeavours : Nay, tho* our 
beftEndeavours have had no goodEffeds, 
which,as I had faid, cannot well be fuppo- 
fed to fall our, it will yeild us at lead a 
much more comfortable Reflection when 
we come to die, than the Cowardice of 
not attempting for Fear of not fuccecd- \ 

ing- If the Difficulty of the Work 
have any Influence, it ihould inflame the 
Heroic Chriftian to more Vigowr^ infpi- 
rit his Devotions with more Fervency 
in begging Gods Aflidance, and im- 
prove his Faith in a more firm Depen^ 
dance upon God and Expedation o^ his 
Reward to come. For the blefled God 
we ferve does not proportion our Wages 
to our SuccefSy but to our honefi Indufiry. 2 Cou i. ix^ 
He will not let us lofe our Reward. Our 
Rejoicings lays St. Faul^ is this^ the Tefti^ 
mony of our Confcience^ that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity^ not with flejhCy Wtf^ 
dom^ hut by the Grace of God^ we have 
had our Converfation in the World, There* , c^^. 1 3. sSi 
fore^ fays h6 in another Place, he ye 
fiedfaH^ unmoveahk^ always abounding in 
the Work of the Lord^ forafmuch as ye 
know that your Labour /ball not be in 
vm in the Lord. To the lame Pur^ofc 
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is that of God by the Prophet Ezekiel^ 
E?efe 3- ^^•Tet if thou jvarn the Wicked^ and he 
turn not^ &€• he fhall die in his Inijitity^ 
lut thou haft delivered thy Soul. 

objea. VII. ^*!S* ^^^^ » foppofe it not to be whol- 
* ly impradicable, *tis not like to be 
much better* If a Juftice of Peace, who 
will regard tbefe Matters, drive out 
Lewdnefs, and Drunkenneis, atvd other 
ill Pradlices, from one Parijh or Liberty^ 
ill People who have a Mind to Vice 
will enjoy themfelves in the next. 

Th. A Juftice of Peace's Authority 
extends thro' all the County, or gener 
ral Divifion of the G)unty, for which 
he is in Commilfion. He is not tied 
up to Pariihes, and little Diftridls, 
but upon Information duly given him, 
may punifh Vice in every Part of fuch 
County or Divifion. If he happen in- 
deed to live upon the Borders of his Ju- 
rildidion, a neighbouring Liberty may 
harbour C perhaps ) the fcandalous Re- 
fugees of Vice, and he cannot tell 
how to punifh them ; but thofe Ma- 
giftrates that have Authority there^ 
and take no Notice of them, have the 
dreadful Guilt to anfwer for, o( abetting 
them in their Sins. However, the Ob- 

j^iStion extends only tP prQVf, tJiJ^i; 
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your neighbouring Juftices ought alfo 
to do their Duty, but it will not coun- 
tenance you in the Negled: of yours. 

Efig. After all that can be done in ^y^^ yui 
Execution of the Laws, we can hope ■'^ ' 
to produce no more than an outward 
Reformation only, by fuch Means. 

Tb. Why not? You dont know 
how far the blefled Spirit of God may 
work upon the Of!ender's Mind, wheil 
he reflets upon the Pehalty and Dif- 
grace he fuffers from the Law for his 
Offence, We are told, that many Per- 
fons have adually been brought to feri- 
ous Confideration by thefe Means, and 
that by the Grace of God may ripen 
in time to a thorough Converfion. 
The firft Thought that naturally arifes 
in the Offender is, iVhat barm is there 
in the thing Vm punijhed for ? Perhaps 
at prefent be thinks, there is not much. 
But it will flill run in his Mind.* 
when his Realbn is cool» and he debates 
it over again, perhaps he will refled:, 
that from his Bible and the Tulpit^ as 
well as from the Bench, he has heard 
his Pradice more than once condemn- 
ed, all good Men difclaim it, both in 
their Ducourfe and in their Lives, and 

he 
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cuted. The Government publiflies it 
irt Print, in Form of an Ad of Parlia- 
ment, with the .Qiicen^s Authority in 
the Face on'tj by this AA we find 
fudi Penalties entailed upon the due 
Convidlionc^ fuch Ofl^ences, and the 
Execution charged upon all Her Ma- 
jefty's Jufticcs of the Peace. What 
have we to do in this Cafe, but to fee 
that the Commands of Authority be 
obeyed, and thofe that difobey be pu- 
nifhed f Her Majefty has fent us down 
no fecret Inflrodions to difpenfe with 
the Execution of this Law* and if She 
ihould, it would not warrant our Neg* 
k£t; becaufe the whole L^iflative 
Power has not difcharged us, nor can 
do it without a formal Repeal of tte 
Statute. The Parlian^wt agrees to 
the Execution of the Laws againit 
Immorality and Prophanenefs, by ftiQ 
continuing thole Ads in their ftill 
Force, without repealing or clogging 
of them : The Queen declares in Her 
Proclamation, That 'tis Her eameft 
Defire to have all thefe Penal Statutes 
put in full Execution. How then ihatt 
any Body prefume to know, by fuch 
Affurances as 0iould govern us^ that 

Che 
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the Crwm aind Parliament^ which made 
thofe Laws, would not have them execu» 
ted^ neither Party declaring any thing 
but that they would > Nor do we owe 
io moch Civility and Refped to fome 
popular Vices, as to put a Difference 
betwixt the Laws ag^infk them ^ and 
thofe againfl: Burglary^ Murder^ or any 
thing eife, which may as well be laid 
afide as the other ; why ihould not the 
Cry be made againfl: the Execution of 
thtfi Laws too ? The Penalty Tm fure 
is greater : Death by thefe ; Five Sbil- 
lings, Ten Groats, or Twdve Pence by 
the other; and if good Nature and 
good Neighbourhood be to chufe which 
Laws of the two (hould not b^ execu* 
ted, methinks the faireft Pka would 
lie a^inft thofe U)at have the feverefl: 
Penalty annexed. But the true Scxrret 
of the Difference made by fome Men 
in the Point of Execution is; that 
Robbery, Murder, and the like, in* 
CToach upon the Safety of their laves 
and Efiates} whereas Drunkenne^^ 
prophane Swearing, and other Debau- 
cheries, have no further harm io tbera 
than as they difbonour and affront Al^ 
mifj^ty Qod^ and bring Danmation to tbt. 

Ex Ogendtr^ 



■.J, 



52 An EJfay upon the 

Offender^ which the jolly Patrons of 
Vice are very little concerned for. In 
Ihort, the Objcdion is fcandalous and 
filly; and if they would know what 
would become of us^ were all the Statutes 
againft Immorality put in Execution, 
ril tell them; we ihould be that Peo- 
ple whom Qod would love, our Ene- 
mies would fear ; whom all wife Men 
would admire, and all good Men would 
blefs ; and if we were in Danger of any 
thing, it would be, that contemphting 
the Happinefs of our Country, we 
ihould love this World too well, and 
think too little of the next. 
otjea.yL. Eug. I find , Tbeotimus^ you're very 
zealous in the Caufe ; But what think 
you of Objed^ions of another Nature ? 
Such Rigour in exa(3:ing pecuniary Pe- 
nalties, firom ordinary and labouring 
Men efpecially, will difahk them fnm 
paying their Taxes. 

Th. If they will be vicious, the Law 
has thought fit they fliould pay for% 
whatever be the Conlequence. And I 
tnuft tell you that thofe Penalties are 
as much a part of the Taxes they arc 
bound to pay, as Window Money, 
Land^Tasc, or any other; both laid 

upon 
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ipon them by A<3: of Parliament, only 
the Profits of the one Her Majefty 
takes for public UfeS) and thofe of tlie 
other She gives away to the Poor. 
Befide, if any thing be to blame, for 
dj&bling fuch a Man to pay his <^o« 
to. to the Government, it is his Fices^ 
the Confequence of which by Law, is 
parting with his Money levied upon 
him on their Account. The Jujlice of 
Peace is not to be charged with it: He 
does his Duty ; but the Offender is to 
anfwer for that, who wilfully difables 
bimfelf, by chufing rather to pay his 
Money than reform bis Morals. 

£ig. By being fcvere upon the Dif- objea. xr. 
orders of public Houfes, and particu- 
larly by not fufFering them to entertain 
Company upon the LonTs^Day^ I have 
been told that you, for your own Part, ^ 

have very much funk the Revenue of Ex- 
cife in this Part of the Country. And 
I a dure you, Theotimus^ this Obje(S^ion 
is thought to make a confiderable Fi- 
gure. 

Th. Amongll the Exdfemen^ I fup- 
pofe, and the Ale- Houfe- Keepers*. But 
every Man of Senfe and Virtue will be 
aihamed of it, and Her Majefty, if She 

E } knew^ 
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kneW) would never thank them for It. 
For after two excellent Proclamations 
She has publifli'd, '' Wherein She 
^^ charges us to take efFedual Care 
** to prevent all Perfons keeping Ta- 
" verns, or other Public-Houfes what- 
" foever, from SELLING Wine, 
*' Chocolate, Coffee, Ale, Beer, or other 
" Liqours, or RECEIVING or 
*' PERMITTING Guefts to BE 
** or REMAIN IN fuch their 
" Houfes ON THE LORD's-DAY, 
" except in Cafes of Neceflity and 
" Charity, as we will anfwer it to 
" Almighty God, and upon Pain of 
*' Her higheft Difpleafure : What can 
be a more infolent Reflexion upon 
Her, than to infinuate, that She has 
ftill a fecrct Referve for Her Revenue 
to be maintained ly the Impieties and 
Vices of Her People} Is it not to 
charge Her with the utmoft Diffimu- 
lation and Hy pocrifie , if when She 
commands us to be Temperate and Se^ 
ler^ and particularly to forbear all fip^ 
ling in Public- Houfes on the LorJ^s-Day^ 
in the ftricaeft Terms that can be. 
She intends at the fame time C as the 
Objection fuppofes J for Her own Ad- 
vantage, 
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vantage^ to connive at Inteinperaoce^ to 
allevo ef Tipling, and di[coura^e thofe 
Magiflrates who, in Obedience to Her 
public Order, would fupprefs them ? t 
think 'tis a Conclufion much more 
decent, that by this Claufe in Her 
Proclamation She has openly and fo- 
lemnly difclaimed all fuch Profits of 
Excife, as may be railed from fuch im- 
moral Pradices. 

But further , I deny the Adertion it 
felf. That the Revenue of the Crown 
will really he impaired by prohibiting 
Tifling and Drunkennefs. 1 believe it 
will appear a rafonable O)mputation 
that Three Parts in Four of the poor 
Families in this Kitigdom have been 
reduced to want ( if not only^ yet chief- 
/f ) by haunting Taverns or Ale^ 
Houfes. Efpecially labouring Men, 
who very often confume there on the 
Jjord's-Day what they have gotten all 
the Week before, and let their Families 
beg or (leal for a Subfiftance the Week 
following. Tis much the fame with 
too many Tradefmen, who diflblve 
the Proftts of their Trade in Tipling 
and good Fellowjhip^ which ought fQ 
be laic) oiit: ip necefTary Expences at 

E ^ Home^ 
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Home, or laid up to make Provifion 
for their Children ; and by this Means 
cither they, or their Pofterity, or both, 
muft £ill into Decay. Now I fuppofe 
you will grant me, that as the Num- 
ber of poor and ruined Families en- 
creafes in a Nation, the Prince that 
governs muft find a proportionable 
Decay in his Revenue : On the ^ther 
Side, all fuch Laws July executtd^ as 
keep Men, by Sobriety^ Tcmfehcmce^ 
and Frugality^ in a profperoiis. and 
thriving Condition, do moft efFedually 
provide at once for the Happinefs of 
the People and for the Riches of the 
Prince, and notwithftanding a prefent 
. inconfiderable Fall in the Excife, are 
really the beft Means in the World to 
cftablilh the Royal Revenue, by pro^ 
viding for the Sufficiency of thofe that 
are to contribute to it. 
3i/(r3. KII. ^*Ig- I am fully fatisfied in what 
you (ay; and yet perhaps there may 
be no great harm in taking a little Re* 
frejhment in a Public-Houfe, after Di^ 
vine Service u over. Whether may not 
this fall within the ProviGon both of 
the Proclamation and the Statutes, as 
a Qi(c q( Neceffity or Charity f 

4 ir% 
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Tb. In Anfwer to this, I ask tti the 
firft Place, why fo much need of Re- 
fre/bmcHt on the Sunday- Evening? Is 
the Service 6l God fuch a mighty /vi- 
tigMi } It is feldom any where of above 
Two Hours Continuance in the Morn* 
ing, and as long in the Afternoon, with 
an Interval of Two Hours Reft be* 
twixt them : And I dare appeal to the 
Confciences of thofe that plead for 
Refrejbment in a Tavern or an Ale- 
Houfe after fuch hard Labour in the 
Churches, whether they take any 
confiderable Pains in Religion, either 
in their Families or in private^ before 
Church-time, that may contribute 
over and above to the fpending of their 
Spirits. I doubt it's too true, that 
thofe who infift upon the Objedion, 
C which 1 dare fay Eugenm does not, 
as from his own Judgment, but from 
the common Cant of thofe that are in* 
terefted in the Pleas . for Drinking J 
neither trouble themfelves much with 
Religion at Home^ nor with Attention 
to what's done at Church ; but either 
Jleep away the Prayers and Sermon, or 
trifle away moft of the time in mrldly 
'thoughts of their PUafure or their Bu- 

fmfs J 
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finefs) And therefore cannot be fupipo- 
ied to firaer any great Confumption of 
their Spirits by the Service of the 
Day. But if they mufi have Refrefh- 
ment, why can't they have it at their 
vwH Hmifes. In Truth, Refrejhmtnt is 
but a Pretence for Excefi and Drmkn- 
nefs in thefe Cafes. If Company 
meets together in a Public-Houfe on 
the Sunday- Evening, when there is no 
Danger of other Bufinefs that ihall call 
them away, who ihall tell them the 
critical Minute when they are fufficient^ 
ly refreJheJ> Except the Conflable 
beat up their Quarters, they fit very 
contentedly Hour after Hour, and caU 
for Pint after Pint, and make them- 
felves Judges of their Refrefliment, till 
they Ve able to judge of nothing at all. If 
you Hill ask. What harm there is in gor 
ingto a Public-Houfe, for only one Howt 
or two^ and to (lay no longer, \ might 
fell you, that 'tis enough that the Lam 
have forbidden ity and that Her Majt^ 
Jiy has reinforced thofe Laws^ and agreed 
with them in Her own Proclamacioq 
* 7a c o ^^ forhid it. The Statutes * againi): 
\jaTc,\,' T^¥'^"l extend to every Day of the 
2.1 j4c. c. ?• Week and every Hour of every Day, 
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C for any thing that appears in them 
to the contrary, ) by Confequence, to 
every Hour on SunJay^ either before, in, 
or after time of Divine Service, as well 
as (and in Reafon, much mere than) 
on any other Day. The Statute of ^ ^^^ ^ ^ 
19 Gir. X. againft Prophanation of the 7. 
Lord's-Day, which fome that are re^ 
tamed for Vice^ have declared is nothing 
at all to our Purpofe^ enadts, ** That aU 
" and every Perfon or Perfons what- 
** ioever fliall on every Lord*s-Day, ap- 
^^ ply themfelves to the Obfervation of 
** the fame, by cxercifing themfelves 
** thereon in the DUTIES of PIE- 
•*TY and true RELIGION, 
••Publicly and PRIVATELY. 
Now if to (it drinking in an Alt-Houfe 
be dther a fuhlic or private Duty of 
Piety ^ I fubmit; but if it be (as cer^s 
tainly it is) a Prophanation of the 
Lorits-Daj^ a Mifpence of that facred 
time which we are efpedally obliged 
to employ in a pious Retirement at 
Home, or in inftrad:ing and reading 
to our Families for their Improve- 
ment in Vinue and their eternal Hap- 
pinefs, I fuppofe this Law ^zt leaQ: 
implicitly } forbids it. The Claufe that 

fol- 
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&^. May it not ibmetimes bappei)^ 
do you think, that Two or Three veiy 
/okr and goo J Men may really need 
Refrefhment) after the Service is over? 
And why ihall they be debarred the 
Ck)nvenience of a Public- Houfe, for 
an Hour, or half an Hour, where per- 
haps they may entertain themfelves 
with Difcourfe fuitable enough to the 
Day? 

Tk If Public-Houfes be kept opea 
for fome who will be fober and good» 
they niuft be open for others that will 
not be fo. For who ihall make the 
Di(lin(3:ion ? — exclude this G)mpanyy 
and admit of that? Would not tne 
Tavern and the G)ffee-Houfe, that pre* 
tend to fuch a Nicety, lofe all thdr 
Cuftom ? Twould be very impertinent 
if they (hould oflfer at it ; either all 
muft be kept out or none. Befides, 
thofe that are truly good and fobor 
Men will rather go without this Re- 
frelhment ( were it more necef&ry fm 
them than it is ) than fet a public ill 
Example Q by being feen there at fuch 
Times) to others, who may neither 
have the fame Occafion, nor ufe it 
with the fame Sobriety, as they would. 

Wc 
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We are commanded to ahfiain from alh^^JF-y^^' 
APPEARAlfCE of Evil: Be our 
own Management of fuch Liberties ne« 
ver fo temperate and grave, yet if it 
give Pretence to thofe who won't be- 
have themifelve^ fo well, to conclude 
(by fedng m go in} that there is no 
Harm in taking their Diverfion there,, 
it certainly has the Appearance of Evil^ 
and does a great deal of Mifchief» as it 
encourages a great deal of Excefs and 
Jdlenefs; and further, as we dill keep the 
Ptople of the Houfe from private Em*^ 
ployments of Religion, and oblige them 
CO exercife their Trades as well as thofe 
that come there with a worfe Intention. 

Eug. Pardon me, Theotimus\ I can toi^yva. xUi, 
but think that the prohibiting 7//>//jrg 
was only defigned the more efledualiy 
to prohibit Drunkennefs; fo that if a 
Man be not difordered with Drink, the 
End of the Law feems to be anfwered 

Th. And pardon me, Emenius^ if I 
can't be of your Mind. Its true, thc,y^ ^^^^^ 
Preamble of the Statute fpeaks chiefly 9/ 
againft the Entertainment of lewd 
and klie People to confudfie their Mo^^ 
ney and their time in lewd and drunktm 
Manner i yet compare this Claufe with 

the 



6^ 'Art Ejjay upon the 

the Beginning of the fame SedHon, dti 

you will find that the only allowc 

Ufe of Inns, Ale-Houfes, &c, is for th 

loJghf^ of Travellers upon their Roa 

from Place to Place^ and to fupply th 

Wants of fuch as are no^able9 by great 

er Quantities, to make their Provifioi 

of FiHualsi and therefore when Com 

pany fits drinking, who are oeithe 

• I Jac. 9. §. Travellers lodging there, nor fuch as ^ 

^^ they invite to them, nor Labourers whc 

have their Diet in fuch Houfes,and at th( 

ufual times of Eating, the Statute ii 

fuppofed to reach them, and that this 

is the true Meaning of what the Pie- 

amble oppofes to the right Vfe of InnSj 

•• the Entertainment of lewd and idle Pee* 

fle^ tojpend their Money and their Tim 

in lewd and drunken Manner ^ Howevei 

from the different Penahy laid upon 

Tipling and Drunkennefs ( the latter 

Five Shillings^ the other but Ten Groats) 

Ws plain, the Law confiders them as 

different Offences^ and diftindly puniOh 

able. If Tipling were only to be in* 

terpreted by Drunkennefs, the Crime 

would be the fame, and the Puni 

would be fo too. 
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J&^. I reflaember fomethiog io thto^^^* 
Statute <^ an Allowance for ait ffettf" 
in Public-Houfes } therefore I fiippofe 
we muft prove the Company has been 
above that timi before we can convi^ 
cither the Houfe or them. 

Tb, Pray turn to the Statute^ and 
youH find yoar Miftak& The Htur 
that runs in youf Mind is only allow- 
ed to Labourers, ^c. jbieti)^ in a pub- 
lie Houfe. ——*.** Labouring and 
** Handicrafts Men, upon the^ ufual 
** working Days, f<>r one Houf at Din- 
'* ner time, to take their Diet in an 
*< Ale-Houfe. -'^-^ But not a Syllable 
of any dated Time whatever in any 
other Part of this A6t, or of ady othof 
A& relating to thefe Matters. The 
Statutes have forbid the PraAice ta 
f^if without any Reftridion of Ex* 
pence, or Tim^ or Quantity of Drinl^ 
that I can find t which gives us, 1 thinl^ 
fiifficient Reafon to condude; that 
bdi^ found there in a fettleJ p0jhr0 
•f Dthik'mg, without neoeflSu^ Bufinefit^ 
whatever their Stay ^ or thetr Etpence 
has been» is what the Law intends hf 
tiplhij^ Perhaps I fluU need but ontf 
Argumeflt to convince you of nq^ ^jb• 
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. tibn. The Statutes have made the 
•ijM.u V I E W of tt » ^ce ef Feacf.om Way 
"jsTs edp ®^ coHlviaing the Compaay aad the 
tf' ' '' Hotife^ that entertains them . wbfich (hall 
%ijiicA.eaf.hG accounted iWffioicM: Proof whereup* 
7* on to levy the Pcteakies. Now can tie 

JjBLW beigisckyof fo groat an Imperti- 
nence, *as it would be to ikpf>ofe a Jth 
(Hce of iPeace to^imd iy for aa Hnir 
or Two in the RooiH whene the CorA* 
frany is, to ot^erve what Money they 
^send, or what Time they (Uy? Ot 
thJt the Codfipany fiiould 4)e fudh F«)b 
to. fit Tiplhfg 09$ with his Worfbip at 
their Biicks^ on Pur-pofe to gtte him 
sn Opportunity, of convifting tbemf 
So -that the View of a |afttce cff Peace 
cdtild never tttrm t Convid!ion at HU^ 
( and yjst the Statutes have expveflje 
made it one ) if thie PundiltO'S of Jtmk 
and Ex ponce were ^ileptial to the Mte* 
fits of the Caufe. Therefore icortainif 
by this VI£W the Satute refers ti> 
tnuft, in Reafon and good Smk^ be 
.underfiood, t tranfient Vitm of fhe 
Company, the ftting them ft^ethtr^ iwith 
Drink before them, and in a fettkd ^ 
ilure, bow loqg, Jor bowi little a wliiip 
ibever they tiM^been there. 
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jfiig. WelJ, Tbe^tmus, V\\ gi\^e up ObjcS. XV* 
that Tor gone then* But why don t 
we put thefe Statutes againft Tipling 
IQ Enctttion every D^y of tU Week (to 
wUch they wilt extend) a^ wdl is on 
Semdays^ 

Th, To ihew that "Ai^Sumvium Jus^ 
wnifmniifa Ifi^ris^ tkit is made fuch a 
popular Cant in tibefe Gdes, is not at 
all intended by us; The Laws are m 
Sfrce for every Dagr of the Week, be- 
caufe they were never repealed; but 
m tht\ Coorie of ad hundred Years, 
and the ;£xecution long ago left ofl; 
|>erhi^swe ioay in^fofe them Jomet»bat 
e^ffktiy and it mi^t look like a Haix!<> 
ihip to put them in Execution, except 
fe ftr as fomc aew Statute, or a Royal 
Ftodamation revives them. Now the 
%9 Gar. %. c. 7. may be interpreted to 
fcvive them, fo far as they relate to 
the^ Ler^s^Day ; but however Her Ma» 
jpfty's Proclamation fufficiently does it: 
Aad this extendiDg them only to the 
StmJays^ we prefume to execute them 
flo farther. And 'tis ftrange to me^ 
with what Modeily People cm cry 
out in thefe Gafescft the Smnmm Jms^ 

V % : tbo 
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the Rigcuf of the Law, when they have 
but a Seventh Part of it. 
OV^XVL Eug. You hinted, I remember, that 
if Men want Refitfhment, they may 
have it at Hme^ or in fome oth^ 
private Houfe. Don^t you think tbeo^ 
that if People fend for Drink to their 
own Houfes, and make up a Company 
to drink it, there is more Daitger if 
Excefs(md with lefs Notice taken J 
than in a Tavern or a Pubtic*Al^ 
Hotrfe? 

Tb. No indeed, I don^t« Becaufe 
the more in Number your Conapany 
is, the more likely you are to let in 
for hard Drinking ; and thole that de- 
fign for a Public- Houfe, do generally 
atted as much Company with them 
as they can. Befide the Differenoe of 
the Place ; you have no Reftraint upon 
you in a Tavern from that namral Air 
of Civility and good Order that awes 
you in a private Houfe, whether it be 
your own or your Friends. But fop* 
pofe all this to be only SpeculatioO| and 
chat People generally drink to as^ gireac 
Excefs in Private as in Public*Hofife9^ 
they are dill as liable to be imwm ant 
amvi£l; of Drunkeonels in the one as 

ia 
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in the other; for all the Company, 
but the Mafter of the Houfe, are to go 
H^mt thro the Streets^ and if they be 
drunk, are as likely to be difcovered 
tnd brought to Punifliment, as if they 
were going from a Tavern or an Ale« 
Hoofe. 

Eug. But in thefe you are always in 
Danger of a peeping Cbnftable to di« 
flurb you ; and the Fear of being feea 
in Diforder by him ( who has not the ^ 
Opportunity of infpeding them in a 
private Houfe ) keeps them upon their 
Guard againft Ezcefs. 

Tb. What has the Conftable to do 
in this Argument? The Pofition you 
maintain, is, That the Laws againfl: 
Tipling Jbould not be execute J; your 
Reafon^ fo far as I apprehend it, is, that 
if they be, 'tis only to drive Pjpople out 
of PublioHoufes who will betake them-- 
felves with mbre Danger of Excefs to 
' Private. This fuppofes that if we Ut 
them alone in fuch Public-Houfe, for 
Fear of the lame or worfe Difordecs 
elfewhere, thofe Laws are then not ex^ 
ecMteJ^ mi conlequently no OfHcers 
trouble ttemfelves with any Juch In* 
ffe^ion. Bat be this as it will, the 

F J SCAN- 
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SCANDAL of haunting 
tad Ale-Houfes (efpecitUy upon tH^ 
UrJ^S'Day^^ is what the Law very 
juftly provides againlL And by pu- 
niCbing this we give at lead a publie 
Check to the ImpuJisnce of Vice; and 
therefore the Magiftrate is bound to 
fee to it, fo far as the Law diredis and at 
lows him, tho' he can't extend his In- 
fpe<3:ion to private Houles. 
0/y>S.XVlI. fug. Confider again, Theotimus^ that 
feveral Men have got /// Hahlts of 
Vice, and can't kave them off on a 
fudden. 'Tis fevcre to take the Ad» 
vantage of the Law againft fuch ; to 
puniih them for what they cannot help* 
Tk Well, carry your Maxim as far 
as it will go. Heres a fturdy Beggar 
comes to my Door, that has been 
brought up by his Parents to make a 
Trade of begging , ( as 'tis very well 
known moft of ypur Strolers are); This 
idle Way of living is become habitual 
to him by Education and many Years 
Practice .- Is it Jcvere to take up this 
Feliow^aqd fend him to the Houfe of 
Corretftion, or into Her Majefty^s Ser- 
vice > Is his Idlenefs the more excuft- 
ble, becaufe 'tis hahituah Or is he 

not 



not (biDiicli th ranker to be^ punilh^d, 
bM»i^;<%h!ro' ihiji H^ic of Idlen^fs) 
there i$ nq other way to make him 
tpply hiinielf to labour and an honed 
Uv^Uhood^ Tb^ Cafe is the iame 

with « Fick-^kft , HifJtf'W^y'tnaHy 
an4 the tike; that have either been 
trftiwd up CO Hoguery from their 
Yoytht or coqtraiStd a Habit of tbefe 
Pradices by Ufe, and knw npt how to 
cake up and Uve lK)nefl:ly. Would 
you (•?« !them from the GaHows; be^ 
c^}i((^ Thriving is becx^e a fecond 
IP^ture to them ? Sure you would 
think they deferved the lefs Favour^ by 
being k>ng pradti&d Rogues, and lefs 
likely to reform* He ttiat has tnade 
iiich a Bead of his Nature, that he 
cannot be eafie, but when he is tipling 
or drunkf is fo much the more- f can* 
dalou^ an Ofiender, and the moi e iic to 
be made a publiq Example of* What 
Rooip there is for Mercy in the Law, 
is by all difcreet Ms^iftrates determined 
to the fir fi Offewe^ or to him tliat is 
'very Jfldam guilty^ or that was una^* 
v^nx»furfriftJ\ni» Ejxcefs, being others 
wiie of •t'a good and fober Chara^er ; 
or that is ferry f^r bis Fmlt^ and pro^ 

F 4 mJes 
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mifes to reform; but never to ^noiorl* 

0MSj barJened and bahitual Sinner, who 

flicks to bis Vices, on Pretence he 

knows not how to leave them. But 

do you really ieleive thefe Gentlemen, 

that they cannot forego their ill Ha- 

bits? Indeed their Condition's veiy 

dangerous, the Diftemper has gained 

upon them exceedingly: But a good 

Refoluiion to be cured, will go a great 

Way ; and except the Grace of God, 

there is not a more powerful Incentive 

of Refolution in fuch Cafes, than fuf* 

fering the Penalty of the Law. Would 

they be willing to run the Expencc 

of Five Shillings every Day for bipio| 

drunk, and to pay their Money for 

their Excefs in the Face of their Neigh* 

hour ? 'Tis not to be doubted but they 

would find a Way to refirain tbemfehei 

rather than undergo the Shame, toA 

f2Ly fo dear for a munken Habit : 1^ 

tho' People love their Vices, yet gene^ 

rally they teve their Money better, or 

at leafl: they will grow, weary of 

them when they find them lb very ex« 

penfive. This will make them (bonff 

enough to break through ill Habits w 

Vice; and in time may make them 

wife 
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wife enough to embrace good Habits 
of Virtue; or however, reduce them 
to an exterior Temperance and Sobriety. 

Eug. But Swearing is, it may be, har- 
der to be forfaken than any; — - a 
fingle Word or Two in Converfation 
grown habitusi to them by Ufe; it 
palles ' from them unobferved ; they 
don't knoto vohtn they do it, 

Th. Yet often punifliing will teach 
them. They will foon learn to fet a 
Guard upon their Tongues, when they 
perceive their Pockets bound for their 
Behaviour. How many baSitual Swear' 
trs do we find, that (if they be not in 
Drink at the fame time ) know how 
to guard themfelves in grave and foier 
Company, when they fear to be either 
reproved or informed againft ! How 
many Thoufands, who were uotoriems 
for this Vice, have adually left it off 
within thefe few Years, as it grew oat 
ef Pijhion amongft QentUmen \ There- 
fore Hahit is nothing but Pretence; 
if People can leave it off* upon fuch 
Confiderations as Fapiion or Saving of 
their Money^ they can have nothing to 
plead, why the Law fliould not oblige 
them fo to do. To fuppofc however the 
ut- 
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utmoft that can be fupioDfed^ that the 

Habit of Swearing has gainf d 'foMuch 

upon them, that, they rcaUy vVr mt 

know when they do k r Does nvi this 

make die Oflender the. more criminal^ 

and the Execution of the Law ihora 

necefEiy for his Recomry? Moro- 

over, the mifchievous Confequence 

of fuch a Habit Cwhidi I mentioned 

to you * before ^ wiH conviace you 

• P_ ^^ how proper an ObjeA it is of the Re« 

fentment of the civil Govefoment , 

when it deflroys all Security a Prince 

can have of their Allegiance, or a Neigh-* 

hour of their Truth and Juftice. When 

they have habitually wore out Q by 

ufing it upon all trifling Occafions } 

the Solemnity and awful Apprehenfi* 

on of an Oath, 'tis more by Chance 

than Principle if they don't go on to 

Perjury. Judge then whether a Jutlice 

of Peace that takes Notice of it does 

not very much upon this as well a^ 

other Confiderations ferve his Country^ 

by fo doing, Befide 'tis fuch an inipu** 

dent and open Prophanation of the 

mod [acred Mame of God and Chrift, 

that every Chriftian Magiftrate is ob- 
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Hgcd by his Religion, by the Allegiance 
he owjcs to Heaven, to puniih it fo far 
as the Law empowers him. 

Bug. God forbid that I fhould jufti- 
fie or skreen fuch Vices : But you muft 
take me right. I only propofc thefe 
things as popular ObjeAions, which I 
am very well pleafed to hear arifwcr- 
ed. And therefore you muft give me 
kave to proceed. There is a natural 
Shame in Vice, (as in Lewdnefs^O^** XVUL 

Drunkcnnefs, <5s^c. ) and if that wont 
reform a Debauchee^ methinks Punifli- 
ment by Law fhould rather exafperate. 
Th. The Law is fuppofed not to pu* 
nifh, till other milder Methods be ufed 
10 reclaim him. Thofe Methods, I 
take to be, the natural Modefty you 
fpeak of, the InfiruHions of the Pulpit^ 
the Advice of Friends^ the Difcountenance 
from good Men, znd Warnings given of 
the Penalty he incurs. If thele be all 
overborh by Obftinacy in Vice, we 
have no other Way to attempt his 
Recovery but the Enfe reddendum of 
the l^ws, and we cannot juftifie our 
felves in Point of Charity to the Offen- 
der, if we negled this Method to re- 
claim him, whatever be the Confe- 

quence. 
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'^'ix.S- queoee. Whether they wilt hear^ {zy$ ' 
God^ #r whether they wiU foriear^ jei 
they /ball kmw that there has heem a 
fropbet amimgfi them. At their Pbril 
be it) if their Conftitution be fiich as 
to turn their Phyfic into Poyfon : We 
mud do our Duty. But allowing thatfor 
the pr efent it may, in many In(lances,ex« 
afperate/tis to be hoped they will be wifer 
in time, when they confider, that what 
the Magiftrate does, he is himJ by his 
Oath and by the Laws to do ; and \is 
hi Charity to the Offender that the 
Laws have fo obliged hioL However, 
Puniihment by Law, a$ it makes the 
Offender a public Example, may not 
only do a great deal of Gpcd to others^ 
but alio exptfes him to Shame^ which 
he cannot avoid, tho* perhaps he may 
have flifled in a great Meafure the 
natural Reproaches of his 0>nfcie^ce : 
So that if Shame and Difgrace for his 
Vices be a likely Means to draw him 
ofT from them, the Law^ by bringing 
chefe upon him, may very probably 
effed the Oire. 

' bis Eternal Judgments cant prevail^ do 

you 
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you think the Fear of humane Laws and 
fenalties will fignifie much } 

Tb. Ye$, I da I grant that with a 
confiderate Man, who reafons juftly 
and difcreetly, the former is an Argu- 
ment of infinitely greater Wdght than 
the latter : For who among us can JwellV^ 35- H- 
with the Jewuring Fire i Who among 
us can dwell with everla^ing Burnings i 
But how few vicious People are there 
that ever give themfelves the uneafie 
Entertainment of fuch Thoughts ! On 
the Contrary, they do what they can 
to ftifle and rafe the very Belief of 
them out of their Minds, or look up* 
en thefe things as at fuch a Diftance 
that they would hope they may not 
prove true, that God will be better 
than his Tbreatnings, or however that 
they ihall have time enough to exa- 
mine fuch Arguments hereafter. 
Whereas the Puniihment infli(9:ed by 
humane Laws is a Matter of frefent 
Sen/e^ they fee and feel it adlually up- 
on them, and have no Power to ihuf^ 
fle afide the Apprehenfion or Coiifide- 
ratioa of it ; therefore this may terri- 
fie them when the other does not.* 
And ID Truth we have too much Rea- 

foo 
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fim to obferve, that the Fear ^ Mm 
prevails much more generally than the 
Fear of Go J. 
OfyVff, XX EMg. Why may not the good Exam^ 
pU of a Magiftrate be a more efieAual 
Di%race and Diicountenance to Vic^ 
than pumfhing it ? 

Th. The good Example of a Magi* 
Urate is unqueftionably of great U(e^ 
nay, 'tis abfolutely necef&ry to the due 
Diicourag^nient of Vice : But how ? 
As it gives AMthoritj^ Spirit^ and RepBm 
tation to what he does when he fmufb- 
tf jor it ; for confidered apart from 
this, 'tis little more than the Example 
of a private Gentleman. Can yon 
ever exped, that a fwearing Juftice of 
Peace ihouki fet another Man in the 
Stocks for the lame Fault } Or if |ie 
do, mud he not blufh to fee himfdf 
at Liberty? Will any drunken Magi- 
ftrate in the Kingdom care to fall hard 
upon the Debaucheries of Public* 
Hou(es^ who often contributes to them 
himfelf ? And if he (houkl, will it ooc 
be extremely ridiculous? Would it 
not be reafonable to jfufped: fuch Men 
as punifh in others the Vices which 
themfelves enjoy, that their pretended 

Zeal 
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ZfCAAs i)ttt a fi?lrG9Med for RifittMm^ 
or t0. fefvc .^f ::firiv4tt Eii^ f An4 

sif wcUras fcadife Vpon the Neighbour- 
k06d, 3«e^ fiddy will laugh at them 
as t>^|r7tf^iiigrn0 i^4r/^ and they wii| 
CreAu» ki tb<^ PeOfde^ ikx ib much n 
&iguk ta .f^et^ n$ to the Pretences of 
Reformation^ carried on with iuch a vi« 
flUe^aild plain Hy^ocrifie. On the 
cither %le, a JnOice of Peace, who i^ 
|iiiii6if a jtcnperatey virt^^ relir 

giOus Nfon, has a mighty /Advantage 
ttom*hb Ctoraifter, wwn he fets about 
ftippreffiog Vice. His Pitx:eedings a(v 
pear to be from C^mfcieme and Prmci^ 
fie, 'flot fifoiti {^fientatien and Interefi^ 
«iKl therdbve carry with them an Au* 
thonty the others have not, gre better 
itoeived, iand more efiedlual. But tho' 
m good Exacnple be nmch^ it is CK>t 4// 
« MtagSfarate has to do in thefe C$ka. 
i am not gutky of Houfi^reaking ^ 
MurJer^ or R^thin^ en ihe JHi^H»My ^ 
tec is this a fuflcient Excufe to me 
Cmt not apprdiending or committing 
^bofktbM an I What is it diftinguiflies 
th^: Magifizate. from a private 
Maii^ if: it iiejMt.thi^ over and above; 
c i* the 
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the Oblieation he has upbb himjttf 
to keep the Laws, he is alfo appoititM 
ttid empowered to iee that others keep 
them. His Commiflion runs, that he 
fliaU both K E E P and CAUSE TO 
BE K EPT all Ordinances and Sti' 
tutes, ^c. and certainly the one batfoi 
his Commiffion can never be the wbok 
of his IMy. 
Oj/fff. XXI. Etig. Truience however is tobeufed{ 
we may domore Good by holding in 
a little, than by too open a Dedaratiooi 
which may fpoil all. 

Th. But how? Will the Sons of 
Luxury and Profanenefii; who arc 
known to be notorious Slaves to Senft^ 
be more eafily reclaimed witbottt tbn 
Fear of Punifhment than with it i To 
what Purpofe then are any Laws at aU, 
if People would live better wttboot 
them? Or any Magiftrates for the 
Execution of fuch Laws, if the Execud'* 
on of them would do more Harm than 
Good > How comes it to pa& that the 
vicious and prophane Jul not reform 
irfore thefe Laws were made or &m» 
ted ? Why do they not do it now ia 
thofe Places where, by the great Pr» 
dence of our Magifirates, the Laws d0 

m 
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fHIl lie dormant i Prudence to be Aire 
Will run tbro^ a wife Mans G>ncluc3; 
and ihould efpecialiy be the Qua^ 
lification of a Magiuratet But: wheii 
under the fpecious Pretence of Prudence^ 
be 18 drawn to a plain tJegte^ of his 
Duty^ this iVifdm defcends not fromjaniti 3. ij* 
ahove^ but is earthly ^ finjinal^ and de-^ 
vili/b. *Tis fegntar tnterejl and the 
Fear of Man difguiied under the Name 
of Difcretm. Worldly Wifdom you i<^«^-3*i9< 
itaay call it ; but that we all know is 
but anqthcr Word for Foolijhnefs with 
God J and Fooli(hne(s it is, when for 
Fear of difobliging the proudefl and 
mod: powerful Mortal upon Earth, we 
diibbey the Commands, negled the 
Honour, and defpife the Favour of our 
eternal Judge in Heaven. Add aftei? 
all^ Engenius^ what do you mean by 
the Objedion ? How is it that holding 
An a little will do more Good^ and an open 
j^eclarafion mllfpoil alii I have ofted 
heard it urg^d, bur, in Truth, I neveif 
well upderftood it. 

Bug, Why, all things are to be ddni 
iy. Degrees; fain, and Jbftly you knoW 
gpes far; and too much Heat feldotd 
does Good« 

Q 7»4 
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Tk 111 Men make haft to be wickcc?^ 
why then fhould not others be as much 
in nafl: to reclairo thera? fhey are 
runuing headlong lo a miferable Eternity, 
and can we expect to overtake Md 
bring them back by pimt (air andfifi^ 
ty> To him that KNOWS to d^ 

Good, and DOES IT I^T, ( hys 
St. James^ to him it is SIN. Why 
fhouW we lofe Time ? The Sa,fon n»y 
be gone, before we enter upon AAton ; 
and then will not the eternal Riitne <^ 
thofe poor Creatures, whom Tby C^xP^ 
Bleffing ) we might have reduced) fie 
very much at our Door, who ^tre go- 
ing /> fair and foftlj after them? Tlte 
Apoftle^s Advice is very diflbent (ami 
f m fure, of better Authority ) from 
this Proverb j it is that we Qiould n* 
dtem the iime^ t^^T^e^^if^^ * *«^, 
' t Buying up every Opportunity^ as thofe 
that would make the beft of their 
Market, } and this it feems is the true 
£/^;5-i5f fVifJom; for fo run the Words; See 
that je walk circumfpeflfy^ not as F^t^ 
iut as fVISE^ redeeming the time^*^. 
I do not deny, that in the Woric rf 
Reformation, as well z:^ in other things 
^*ps are to be tali;en one after anotber ; 
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• pimdeac Mothod b^o^ « good Intio* 
dw^ioQ to Sliced t But th^ » nor tn 
be imd* as Excufe fof doing. OfltbiflU 
tt all Ca^^m/I in the Gaufe of Virtim 
will d|» more borin that evmiMO/riMbfi* 
fl^a^. For tho* }kiv fiiould happen to 
^ ft Iktie too U&, id fooMt IniUfioe^ 
f(s» have boweviff eoK-arod 3wtir Pro* 
toll in a public Madoec HgMafl Vleo^ 
fad tlaroMd ishe Qtiilty with an Affile 
mttee that dbi^ fliatt not be tolerated t 
Whiereas 1^ bein^ cold and m^bgeoe 
ift tbft Matter, you g^e them oceafi* 
9» to beUnr^ 3KWiV& M«f m Av»(r^, oe 
ij^ you have lome prwa/^ htmfi ta 
dilve^ by pwilking ooe Vieo or ona 
Me». aiod oat another^ or that yoit 
uok upon: it as <i Mi^^i^r «f i^«r«f oolyv 
\gt a ieemiog Obedience t» the Go* 
verament, intending (liU. to ^ as in«>- 
dnlgeat a$ yon. c»n» And thus inftead 
ff wiMy and prudently fecving Vircucv 
]^ wUl SM^ efiibdlu^y hctmy it* 

Jirj. 0ut ibaie Regard mnflibeihfld 
to <ywM^ /ftinjgj m'igkty tft th«^ Grmwt 
i|f«^tf FAf<t0',«nd tlM ^Mmiw^ ta iwlticli; 
WH^ proceed. 

r^„ T^ Tidtt ^ t good Man t(^ 

pMoifli Yi«« is, 1 think , «i &9»k ^ 

G% he 
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he has Authority and Power in his 
Hands to do it ; except he is content to 
be chargeable with alt the Prophane* 
nefs ana Debauchery that pafles the 
mean while. What you intend by 
confidering the Genius of the Place, I 
don't fo well Underftand. If you mean,' 
whether the People be generally notori'-' 
ous for Wickednefs^ or generally good 
and fohef^ with fome few Exceptions ; 
•tis nothing to the Purpofe; for you 
are to puniih fuch Inftances of Wick- 
ednels as you find, be they more or 
fewer. If, whether the People will hear 
the Execution 6f thefe Laws, and how 
they will take it; 'tis as little: For Ma- 
giftracy is a very precarious Inftitution, 
if we muft ask the Leave and 0)n- 
fent of the Populace, to execute the 
eftabli(h-d Laws, 

Eug. I will give yoU an Inftance or 
two which will further explain to you 
what I mean by the Manner we are 
•i/Vff.XXlI.^'^ proceed in. ^Tishardto judge when 
*a Man is druni; much muft be allow-' 
ed to Refrelbment and Chearfulnefs, and' 
Care muft be taken to make no Con- 
vid:ioris upon Vncerhinties znd ftrain- 
iftg cf evidence ; for thatimay bring ^ 

great 
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great Re(Ie<ft&on upon the whole De- 
sign of executing thefe Laws. 

Th. Vm ready to grant the $ub(lance 
of your Objeiftion : But what Service 
, will this do to the Confequence you 
.would infinuate from it, that becaufe 
^ 'tis fomewhat difficult to jiaige when a 
M^ is drunk^ (efpecially in the lower 
Degrees of Drunkennefs ) it were bet- 
ter not to put the Laws againdt that 
Vice in Execution at alh.. On the 
contrary, they (hould the rather be in- 
filled on, that People may be kept up- 
on their Guard, and not dare to ap- 
proach the B^r^i^rj of Excefe* ; 

Uug. Pray what do you take to be 
the jufl: and proper Indications of this 
Vice ? 

tb, I take a Man to be drunk when 
. hq reels notorioufly ia-^^ Streets, or 
upon his Horfe,-^ben he ilanimers 
unufually in his Speech, and when he 
appears not to have the Command of 
bis Reafon ai at other times, , JBeiides 
. which, I fuppofe you will .eafily agree, 
tbat a hafty pifcharge Qf Vomit exbir 
bits Drunkennefs barefaced. 

Eug. Softly, my good Friend j the 
"Man may be difordered by fome innoi- 

G 3 cent 
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tsiilit «ttd (iidden Utofefs, tfattt imy t)^o- 
duce all thefe £l&^ tttay cadfe taiki 
«l> "(rbd^, tir not eb walk «^ rrdt fo 
fut^y^t «s fae tifes to ^, ti ffil)))ety 
Stone ^tiay tbrow his foot dfide w9ien 
ht tui't help it ; be ntty tiave a mtti* 
y^ I<rtfirRiky iti his Sf^eech; and his 
fleftd itoey be «fIeSted t!^ Ibme S^- 
denfdr M^forRifie, 'and f)6t l>y Dtink. 
TI*. iiiever foimd Bt^taus i^ilQr 
«if trifling before, and! wg he worfd 
•tibt btgih now, When you fee 4 
"Mblb veihit tft ftigg/sr, ts it not eaifie 
to ask htM hour he doii^ > And tvfll 
not a pru^t M-an hk sft>fe to ^^ 
ty tws Attfiirer wbaft 'the matter ^svith 
liift)> Or «an you not ty En^uir^ 
(then or afterwards ) learn from «fly 
tJther Band whether he has any Rich 
fuppofed llkieTs upoh him » He faiileefs 
remarkably in Ins %eech ^ Ifut if itA» 
lalvi'ays does -fo, «nd if what he fays 
ibe JfiiMfibte ^nd ratibnal, you may iw- 
fwfe it to be -an innocent Infirmity ; If 
•other wife, you wifl foon ^ceive the 
Occaffon of it. His Read, youll fay, 
may be tonched with n Dtftemper: 
Cqt 4iow comes it to pafs, diat « ^an 

in a hi|h Fever and ^ Defeiwn, is "faf- 
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ficrpd to . go abroad ? Suppofe him 
crazfd^ hiflj-witttd^ or mad ; yet thefe 
Misfortunes,, however they may be 
brought to. anfwer for his Head^QOSi 
never ijffefl: his Heels ; and tho' they 
jnay exculb the Nonfenfe of his Words ^ 
they'll liardl^ keep hioi in Countenance 
for the Injury he does his SylUiles. 
If lie iias been taken 111 fuddenJy, 
you will (uye other phyfical Symptoms 
to. forxQ (I Judgment by • for Nature 
m^ be 10 a violent Ferment to be 
tbrowQ iotd fuch Alterations by the 
/udden Force of a Diftemper. hi 
ifaort, the Difcovery's fo eafie, and 
cbe& good Ciatur'd Suppositions are io 
very weak, that even the Patrons of 
Viioe thefnfelvcs, with the iame Breath, 
they urge themi would laugh at us, if 
we fhould believe them. And well 
they may: When a Boy of Fourteen 
or Fifteen ihall readily and truly de- 
termine (if he fees a Man) whether 
he be drunk or (bber ; by his too often 
feeing loHa^ices of bot^ forts, which 

gVes him a Notion of the Difierence^ 
lyood all t;he Formality of Rules. 
Bug. I con fe(s there s no great 
Weight in the Objedion; but there are 

G 4 ttioie 
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thofe that make a wonderful Flodrl/h 
with it, when they have a Mipd to 
bully the Laws, that they may be 
drunk fecurely. However, Theetimus^ 
'tis fit that both we and the Evidence 
(hould be very careful that no Ck)n- 
vi<3^ions be Aade upon a Miflake. 

Tb. Aye, by all Means : God forbid 
that any Man Ibould fuffer for what 
he was not really guilty c^^ tho* the 
Penalty were ten times fmaller than it 
is. I entirely agree with you in that. 
Qhj. |[5i;iil. Eug. I will propofe another Diffi- 
culty , The Statutes forbid th^ Selling 
Goods upon the Lord's- Ddy,aiid lay a 
^^^ Fine upon Butchers and other Tradef- 

5f Ci^r. I.e. I. Necejftty for fevfral Goods to he fold on 
that Day ; as Meat^ Grocery y and the 
like. And when an Information of this 
kind is brougfit you, how do you 
know what occafion there was for them 
in the buying, arid by Confequence^ 
how will you know when to punifli? 
For Cafes of Neceffity a^e excepted by 
the Law. Some Allowancfcs are to be 
made to Forget fulnefs of providing 
thefe tiie Night before, apd to fom? 
tnJorffffH Occafior^s jhat may make it 
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ecedary to fend for them on the 
iffJay i but this neither the Tradef- 
tan that fells, the Evidence that in- 
rms, nor yext that fit as Judge opon 
le C^, OLtt polTibly be affured of aU 
ijfx • 1 mean, whether any fiich Er- 
ife may be truly pl^ded or no^ Is it 
rt better to allow the moft favoura- 
if LatituJty aiid rather wink at many 
tings unneceflarily bought and kX6^ 
lan to puniih upon fuch frequent Vft' 
rtahties as the Execution oi this Law 
iJI' expofe you to ? 
Tb. In Anfwer to this, I fay, thofd^ 
hcertainties are not fo great as you 
lagtne : Where there is indeed a tfe^ 
^ty^ it is to be allowed for j but the 
iftice of Peace, to whom the Inforaia- 
)tt is brought, is (till left Ji^Jge of 
is tfecefftty • and if he be not fatisfied 
ith the Excufe, he may proceed to 
inilh. And to ihow you that he is 
« like to be very often hard put to 
to decide the Matter, I will confider 
lat there is that can pretend to AN 
vance in the two Excufes yoo fug* 
ft. As to Forgetfulnefs^ - 1 think 
Bfe need not be much Abatement on 
at Score. When People fee the Laws 

arc 
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Kt ftrtdly put in Execmioiiy 'iisnot to 
tc doubted they will fiad a way to re- 
membor wbifttfaiey wautM^ /ijin^; 
l^Xf will fend on SalurJaj^EveniMg^ 
wlmi ttiey know diey caa'x be i^pplicd 
en Smdfay^; or if, thro' F4urgecrulae&, 
ihtf rii0er an Inconvenience once or 
twice, it will flitke them think nusir^ 
ieaibnably lor the luturc; and if yoi^ 
Am fuppofethek Memories to £fulthea 
now and then, is it not better they 
Aottld undergQ fome trifling loconvcf 
nience, as ofcen as that happens, thaa 
chat the Scandal ihould be iufiered of 
oiakifig all Days alike^ and propbanei 
iog the facred time devoted to Religi- 
oa^ by buying andieiliDg, in Contempt 
both of the Laws of G^ and 'Msani 
The other SuppoTition you make of 
dcciJtnts and unjorcjt^u Occufiont that 
may require to be fupplied on that Day^ 
will lie ifi a hctle room too ; for I 
ukc it only to extend to iuch t^io^ 
as are rcquiiite by way of Medicine, 
Surgery, or Necdlities of that kind, 
which wiU very rarely be ibught for 
any where < but in an Apothecary's 
Shop; and that ^ I believci ao Bodf 

would 
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wotM troDbfle thonlelves to jb littfe 
Pumofe as to inforai tf. 

Bf^. And is iMs aN the ARowMMe 
^*re irifling to make f What if it 
?riend tn* two coitie in to dine wit!i 
at Qontpeded, I tnuft t>rovide for 
Kmn and Aieir. Servants fomethitig; 
neirethaa woidd have ^dne for tof 
rmii Family? 

f%. The 1ttij)iejy -att^ 1n)t>ertHieflee 
3JF Maiftind *( it^is titie } tnay fo me iiiiKS 
li^ tMs Hardflnp upon y^siu j hut tlie 
lien yoa encourage it, the 1e6 you wiH 
be troDbled widi it. When they fee, 
1^ tihe Provifioii yoa have fnade, that 
VOu ilbn\ care to have yt>iir Servant^ 
borried tm that Day, gtxxl Manners 
i^ill teach thema due Keferve in this 
Pbint for tlie future, and they wifl 
hnirn to tnake .tbetr YKits more feafon- 
ably. Beit t>erhaps it is moii^al to go 
Bp dine with a 'Gentleman at his Oouii- 
tiry-Seat Opon the Sttn4ay ; «r in « 

gfcat llbwn, except invited* or any 
where, except be be either an intimate 
^nnaid, or a Peribn of confidierable Ft- 
l^e and Eftate. If a FrienJ^ they 
tnoft expeA to be treated without 
t)^remony, and take the Freedom of 

bis 
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his Tabic as they find it: If a Man of' 
Quality and Fortune, he keeps a con- 
ftant Table for his own Family, 
which he need not be afhamed of 
opon the unexpciiied Coming in of 
Three or Four Strangers. However, | 
to give your Ot^eflion its utmoft , 
Scope, fuppofe a Cafe may happen, in I 
which fomething more than ordinary ' 
will be requifite in your Entertain- 
ment, and that this Neceillty is grows 
upon you by Surprize ; yet confider, 
that our Reverence to that facred Day, 
to the Honour of God, and the Laws 
of our Country, ought certainly to 
take Place of our Refpe<S to private 
Friendlhips and Acquaintance ; efped- 
ally when what you are fuppofed tp 
want is indeed not necejfary to the Re- 
jrefhntent and Support of thofe v\'hom 
you entertain (Tor lefs than People 
think of will fupply the real NecefTities 
of Nature 3; but is only Part of the 
Garniture and Pomp of Luxury^ a fu- 
perfluous Crowding of a Table with a 
Set of Difties, which (if theOccafion 
was not forefcen ') may very well be 
difpenced with, rather than encouragp 
tirade upon a SmJaj, \ will only o[> 
fervc 
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erve further, that tho' the- general 
^latife m the Statute of xp Car. x. 
)rohibiting the Exercife of all Trades 
ind Callings on that Day, makes an ex« 
ircfs Provifion for Cafes of Neceffity 
ihd Charity ; yet in that of 3 Car. r. 
vherein Butchers ( who are not men- 
iooed in the other Statute } are par- 
icularly forbid to kill or fell Viduals 
ipon the Lord's Day , there is not fo 
nudi as one Word of a Suppofition, 
iiat offy Cafes of tfecejfity can happen^ 
virhich ihould need to be allowed for 
upon that Law. 

£ig. Well, theotimus , I have no 
Ibck with my Ot^ediions ; and yet, 
like a hardened Gamefler, X\\ play on. 
This whole Undertaking of executing o*y* XxiV. 
the Penal Laws againft Prophanenets 
and Debauchery is new^ and looks odd. 
In the Country efpecially • where Peo- 
ple have thought thefe many Years 
they had nothing to take Care of but 
their Rent and their Taxes, and will 
think it flrange^ that Religion and good 
I^ahhers fhould be palm'd upon them 
iiow. And as for great Towns, tht% 
^ye long enjoyed a Liberty of /^/rr , 
t^ well as Privileges of Tradt^ and are 

as 
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as ready to infift 14100 that by Pre^ 
fcripcidK, as upon thefc by Charter .- So 
that they will be ready to wonder 
vhat this oew Do<^iae meaas. 

TL And I can give you an Inftance 
oi one great Town, whofe Trade hu 
been evidently impair'd, and almod 
wholly ruioed, by the Liberty they 
have enjoyed in Vice^ and yet, as 
you lay, the Inhabitants are ftilt too 
ifond of it. But ruppofe tbe Z/nJertOf^ 
king to reduce it be new, Vm (Ure tin 
Oiiigatiom Jo to do is old enough^ as 
old as the Laws are by which we are 
empowered to ptjnim Vict And 
whom mull we thank then, that the 
Execution of thefe Laws Is fo uem « 
thing, but thofe tuifaitbfitl Sdagtfiraitf 
who have been fo many Years eatrufti<i 
ed with the Power of the Law againll 
Prophanenels and Immorality, and have 
by Connivance injameujlf betrayed the 
Morals of the People they ought to 
liave taken Care of; If there & any 
Ibii^ in the Ob)c<^ion , it lies at their 
Doors ; We are not bound to be per« 
j^red and unfaithful, becaufe others 
have been {<i before us. Tbe lefs Care 
bas been taUen hitherto^ the more Oi- 
iigencc 
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Jigence and ^ppfication Mdtt be rcqut* 
ifte now, ta uodo ( if poffihte > aU the 
Afifebief that was done by dse nreii- 
Igloos Lenity of our PKdecef&cs. 

Ew^. h wai put a wlK)tc Ndghbaur«o^*^; XXV/ 
Itoed idto alarai5 and bveed a genendl 
Difturbance, where alt was at Qjuet 
tieiOTCp 

7>; You mean, t fappofe, that ail 
who tbve tfaeHT Vices wilt be chax> 
ions- at* parting with them; and who 
call wonder at that 2 The Powers of 
HleD^ you need not queiiion, wiU be 
iq[> in. Arms, and raging nuul at all 
Attempts to make Men wife and (o^ 
hsf. Tour wicked Neighbourhood lies 
iidW^ las tl has many Years donc^ m a 
rod Security, dozing on in Sin, 
chakjt the Uneafineife of any prefenc 
flmiflmienr, or the Dread of any Pu* 
ntftiment to come, and will continue 
lb perhaps till they die away into 
Damnation^ except you give them this 
charitable Difturbance in due time. Is 
it not a ialfe and pernicious Kindnefi^ 
«o be afraid of waking a Man left 
ywi fhoukl ^il a pleafant Dream, 
when' a Fire is breaking out in bis 
Boot, the Soaoak ready co ftifia fainif 

and 
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dnd the next Chamber all in Flames ; 

However your Proceedings may for 

the prefent interRipt the outward Peace 

they Teem to enjoy, yet *tis a fatal 

Pieace, and you do well to break it: 

Believe me, EMgtmus^ this will be the 

trued: Mark of your Afieftion to them, 

and tend to introduce amongft theni 

the only folii Serenitj^ of a reformed 

ifa. S7;ii. Life and a good 0)nfcience : For then 

4 — 48- »»• // M Peace^ faith my GoJ^ to the JVickeJ. 

Ohj.TSCfh Eug. To punifb all that offend 

wouM bt fevere ; znd to let fame efca/e 

wouM be partial. 

Tk I deny both. To pmjh all that 
tffenJ^ would not he fever e ; becaufe the 
Penalties in all thefe Caies are fo very 
fmdll. Indeed if the Fine, inftead of 
Twelve Pence was Twenty Shillings for 
every Oath; inftead of a Crewn^ Five 
Founds for every drunken Debauch^ 
and fo proportionably in the reft, 
there might be fomething of Severity 
in taking all Advantages to convict: 
But as the Law now Hands, I think 
'tis, of its felf, by much too favourable 
in taxing Vice ; and therefore the ut< 
moft Rigour of Execution can be no 
great Hardihip^ But fuppoie the good 

Na- 
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Mature of an En^lijhman^ incline you to 
be dill more favourable than the Law, 
add not to punifh all Offenders ; neither 
would this be, as you call it, Partiality^ 
Becaufe fome oflend by meer Accideitt, 
contrary to their general Deportment 
and CharaAer, thro' a particular fur* 
prize,and fuch are always pitiable* when 
acuftomary Debauchee, who fins from 
a Hahit and Delight in Si»y fhould be 
made a public Example in his Punifli- 
ment, as he is in his Vices. Nor are you 
perhaps ftridly bound to take Notice of 
every Offence in any kind, even of a No- 
torious Offender, provided you punifh 
him often enough to make him know 
and pradife his Duty better,if not whol- 
ly to abandon his Sin ; and to make the 
Neighbourhood fenfible that all Vice 
muft exped to lead an uneafie Life with- 
in your Jurifdidtion. If indeed you wink 
at ibme notorious Offenders, and (either 
thro' Fear or Favtmr^ do not punifh them 
at all, falling only upon fuch as you 
think you can moft fafely be free with, 
tbis^ to be fure, is dired Partiality. 

Eug. The Rafbnefs and Imprudence of obj. XXVH 
fome who have put thefe Laws in Exe- 
cutioRy or contributed to it by Inform-; 

H ing, 
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iog, have broughit upon ^ fgcb At- 
tetppts the ScandaJ of tntemfcrcue 2;ed. 
Th. Some people have got the way pf 
calling ev^ry thing Intemperate dui; i» 
ahqve their own Meafure^ elpeciaHy if i^E; 
be a R(!lfglot^ Affe^tfy^in which of all: 
things, they arc moft ^fraic}.qf exceeding. 
And in Truths with Men of little or but 
moderate Piety, /. c. with moft of the 
World, tbfi very mention of 2^^ gives 
then) die Spleeq \ they take it as ano? 
ther Word for Entht^^ijm^zjpd (as the fft^. 
Dryden. ipou)? L^reap of Vicp has cajrd it) a 
pioui- Madnefs of the Mind. It muft be 
ovi(n'd fuch an Ofience has been given^. 
when it was.made (thro* want of Judg* 
ment in fome^ throVwant pf Hone^y in 
others) a Cloafc for very ijl; purpofes^ 
Matt. 1 8. 7. ^nd WO to thcfh hy, VQban$ theVffence com- 
» Gal 4. i^^etb.^ But of its felf it is an- * excellent 
Virt-ue j when it becomes irregular and 
ungovernable *tis a Fault. Npw todefine 
it rightly, ZEAL is ^ Jndfcious earn^^ 
eflnefs of Defire in.a good ManPo promote^ 
the G/oryofGod^proceedlpgfrom thejufi 
Affeffipns be le^rs^ to Him. To tliis i^ 
certainly reducible the Pains he takes to 
fupprefs Prophanenefs and Pebauchery^ 
which are moft ufifui&ia|;)le Afiibats to 

God, 
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God,and Scandtb to our Holy Religiott* 
Had thofe amongft us who think other- 
wife^Iived^ in the time o£ Pbmehas^ what 
a Cry would they have made againft * 
him in the Qife oiZimri and Ci'i^/^which 
looked indeed fomewhat more like in*' 
temperate Zeal, than any thing which 
our Societies havedone in their Proceed^ 
ings of Reformation ! And yet God ap- 
proved very highly of what hedid, and 
// was accmtntedto him for RighfeouJitefs.^^^^^^S-^i} 
On the other hand, Zeal then becomes pj^^ ^^^ . 
Imprudentjntemperate and Fauky^when 
it either fpends it felf in Ctmtraverfie^ ra- Mat. 13. ig« 
ther than in the fijbftantial Parts of Re- Ti>. 2. 14; 
ligion, the Stndyofgood Works; when 
tt is partial^ in falling upon fome Sins, 
and favourice others; . when it fuffers 
the Mafl himtelf to praSife the fame V> U^tu f, 14; 
€$$ (or as ill) as he arraigns in hi^ Neigh- 
bour; when it is carried on with Pa^m^ 
and intermixt with ^^/ir^ ; when any 
Jecuiar htereft is at the Bottom; when 
it Joes not Jifcreetly confider the properefi 
Means and the mod likely to be enedu- 
al to the Reformation it propofes ; and 
when it runs heytmi the Authority ofGoJts 
Word^ and the Extent of Humane Lavos^ 

by which it is toad^and tobe governU 

Hz Now 
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Now ftippofing that fome Frnprudenccs 
ihould have blemifh'd the fair Appea- 
rances of Zeal which fome hav« given in 
this excellent Work. This furely is not 
fuificient to give good Men a Preju- 
dice againft thefe Attempts ; for Vis not 
poflible, but that in all Undertakings 
that require the AfTiftance of ma- 
ny Hands, (as this does, ) part of the 
Management muft fall upon fome that 
have not fo good Parts , or fo much 
Difcretidn as others ; and part of 
St muft fall upon Perfons of an inferior 
Rank, who Ciii this Cafe) tho* they may 
be 600 J Men^ may reafonably be fuppo- 
fed to know more of the Lam of God 
than of the State^ and therefore may be 
liable to overihoot themfelves in fome 
Particulars,fbr which they are in all Rea* 
ibn and Confcience to be excufed upon 
their general good Defign, and not to 
be cenfured for their want of Skill to 
manage it. Yet I will venture to chal- 
lenge the World to inftance in any po- 
pijlar Undertaking of great Concern and 
Diificuky, as this is, that was ever car- 
ried on mi\i fewer Irregularities, with 
lefs imprudent Heat,/f/i mixture of Paf- 
fion and felf-Intereft, or more exaSly ac- 
cording 
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cording tx> Law in the general, than this 
of the Execution of the Penal Statutes 
againftlmmoralicy has been. And tbo* 
I (hould grant you the matter of Fad in 
your Obje<3;ion, that feveral Impruden- 
ces nave bee^; yet the ill Management 
of particular Perfons can only refled: up- 
on themfelves, the Defi^ may neverthe- 
fcfs be very good. To argue from parti^ 
culars to generals^ has ever been account- 
ed /<i//<f Reafoningi Becaufe/^w^arein- 
difcreet, therefore all are io • becaufe 
fome conceal their Interefl and their Paf- 
fions under the Covert of Religious Zeal, 
therefore allReligion is nothing butPafli- 
on and . Intereft ; this is wild Logick. 
And further, as to the Rafhnefs and Im- 
prudence you charge them with, I hope 
a falfe Step in the Caufe of Virtue^ is not 
^ great a Crime as Vice\ And there- 
fore except we will openly declare for 
Prophanenefs and Impiety ,we ought cer- 
tainly much rather to join with even an 
imprudent good Man (fo far as is accords 
ingtoLawJin profecuting Wickedncfe, 
th^n to join with the viciqus Party in 
railing at his Imprudence. 

Eiig. I have heard an Objedion ("true o^j. XXVIII. 
or fallej againft lomein the Societies at 

H } Londvn^ 
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L0fifj0H^fhsLt they make M^ney of Public- 
Houfes,by conniving at Diforders there; 
and that Informers make a Trade of ir, 
by being rewarded for their Informa- 
tions, if not diredly hired to inform, 
th. This is indeed a hard Charge,if it 
be true : But let your Authors/rwtf their 
Allegation ; \tt them prove that any one 
or more, who are ad:iially Members of 
any of the Societies for Refbrmatk)n in 
t'Ondtm^ are guilty of ftich Connivances 
for Money, as they pretend ; for Sugge* 
ftion and if(^ir/(?ii are not enough. If fuch 
Proof coula have been made, yoii need 
not queftionbut ill Men would longfince 
have made a Flourifh with it. The Socie- 
ties haVie now (I think) been upwards 
of Seventeen Years ereded, and if in all 
this time any fuch thing coirid have been 
proved againft them, it would certainly 
have turned the Government from fa- 
vouring them any longer, and would 
mod effectually and quickly have over- 
thrown the Reputation of their Dedgn, 
and the Succefs of their Endeavours. 
Their Annual printed Lifts of the many 
.Thoufands of diforderlyPerfons and Hou- 
les they have brought to Cori vidion and 
'uniihmeot by Law, are Arguments not 
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to be codtelled, that they make no Ad* 
vanftage by concealing and proteSingt\itn\: 
For if other wife,how come all rbefe to be 
convid and puoiifaed, when a fmaller 
Sum of Money would have bought them 
off And therefore I fay again, let any 
Man (who pretends to have given Mo- 
hey to lave himfelf or his Houfe on thefe 
Occafions,) mal^e Oath againji any parti- 
cular Perfon^u^bom he can prove to have 
fecrived fucb a Fee j and kt the next 
Enquiry be, whether that Man either is 
nmj:x at the time of the Fad: laid againft 
him, was a Member of any of the Reli- 
^ous Sbticties J or if he was, then whe- 
ther his^ iPradtice was known to the Rejl of 
the Society, and he continued ft ill a Mem- 
ferof that Body. As for being hired to 
inform or rewarded for it, the Cafe is 
the fame; let thofe that accufe them prove 
it. In the mean time let me turn you to 
a Page in the large Account of the Socie- 
ties, (^printed firlt in 1699, and the fifth ♦ p^^ j ^ 
Edition * of it the laft yeari7o6}-- ''* 
** The World may be challenged to 
" make appear, that thefe Societies have 
** been fo much aS treated with by any 
** Perfon whatfoever, to give Informati- 
J!. ons with any Promife of Reward, or 

H 4 '' that 
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** that they have ever received the leaft ' 
" Advantage by any Con vi(9:ions upon 
*^ thefe Statutes againft Prophanenefs 
" and Debauchery ; the Money arifing 
" thereby being wholly appropriated to 
" the Poor, except the third Part of the 
" Penalty upon the.Statute againft Pro^ 
" phanatlon of the LordVDay, which in 
^' fome Cafes the Magiftrate has a bare 
^ Power to difpofe of, but was never,that 
" we know of, received by any one of 
" thefe Perfons,— Here's a fair Challenge 
made to my Hands but7lP(?Years ago j6c 
if any Man will take up the Gauntlet, let 
him. But fuppofe they really bad taken 
Reiioards for bringing in ill People to be 
punifhed, why fhould this be more fcan- 
daloqsthan to claim and accept the Re^ 
* Stat. 4 £^5 ward of Forty Pounds allowed^for bring- 
iViiL e? Unr. Jog jn a High-way- Man and Convidlng 
^' ^' hicn? If there be any Harm in the Thing, 

it lies in a Mzns tak}ng iWl?»fy for bring- 
ing others to fuffer the Penalties of the 
Law,and that is equally the State of both 
Cafes : Except the Latter be lefs Scanda- 
lous becaofe more Money is to be got by 
it. Give me leave to read to you a few 
Lines more for the ju ft and general Re- 
putation ofthe Societies, out of the Ac^ 

COHHf 
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C0unt of the Progrefs of the Reformation of 

Manners ^iht kft Edition, i7o6.(/4g.3 3O 
* 'Tis exceedingly much for the Honour 
!^ of this Undertaking, that after fo ma- 
" ny Thoufand Perfons have been pu- 
^* niihed for their wicked Pradices,^^. 
^^ Cfince this Defign has been purfuedj 
^* No Man that I hear of, fince the firft 
" Oppofition tothis Enterprize from its 
^* Infancy, has ventured his Reputation 
^^ fq fai;, as to publifh with a Name any 
" Objections againft it,— to charge any 
" Vices on thofe that have been Employed 
** in the Forming and Carrying of it on, 
** or Irregularities in their CpnduiSt of 
•* this Undertaking, tho'in all this time, 
** the Enemies of Reformation have fure- 
** ly had a fufficient Opportunity to con- 
** fider of thefe Matters. In a Word, 'tis 
nay fteady Opinion as to thefe Societies, 
that they may truly affirm (as St. Paul 
does of hisown Integrity,) they Seeknot ^^''' '°- ^^' 
their own Profit Jbut the Pro^t of many that 
they may hefaveJ. And. I hope, my dear 
EugeninSy you arc of that Opinion too, 
however you propofe for fatisfa(3:ion*s 
iake the Objections you hear made by 
others. G)me, Friend, what fay you ? 
Arc you willing to f^ll in with the like 

good 
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good Meafures in the Country > And to 
life the Power which God has given you 
in a refolute Supprelfing by Law the 
Vices and Immoralities of your Neigh- 
bourhood ? 

Eftg. You put the Queftion home,71^^- 
ithmis; butl<]on'tknow whether it be 
yet fully ripe for an Anfwer. I muft con- 
iider a little more the Prejudices People 
have imbibed ajgainft thefe Proceedings, 
and the Hazaros I ihall run by ftrikrng 
into them. 

Tb. You do well to count your Gofl:,' 
but I h<^ you dill keep a Refer ve for 
the Fear of God, and a good Confcience. 
Ohf' XXIX. Eug. I ftiall certainly be cal I'd a Fa^ 
natick and a Presbyterian for my Pains, 
which will be no fmall Prejudice againft 
what I do. 

Th. It is the moft difficult thing in 
the World, to conceive how the Sup- 
prejftng Vice and Immorality can be a Ete- 
fign againft the eftablijb'd Church. Who- 
ever Charges you at that rate is guilty 
of the greateft Impertinence, and of 
fomething worfe • he throws the moft 
infamous Scandal upon the Church ^ . 
England,and ferves the dijffenting Int^refi 
againft it more effectually than any o- 

ther 
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tbcr Way. For If the Refledion be true, 
we muft fuppofe Our Church to favour all 
chofc wretched Vices which /A^Cj&r(/?/- 
tH Religion abfolutely conJemnSy and 
wYivch C according to fuch an Hypothe- 
Bs]} None iut the Dijfenters^ or tbofe that 
incline to them, are againfl ; and this, 
in other Words, .is to allow, that None 
$Mt theirs is a truly Chrifiian E^oblilhr 
tnenr. If a Pofition of this kind fhould 
be generally received, would it not make 
all good MetT, that have a (incere Regard 
to Chri/l and his Religion, run into that 
Party and forfake the Church oi England} 
But, God be thanked, 'tis falfe. Our 
Church in her Liturgy^ her Artitles^ her 
Canons and Homilies^ our Clergy in their 
Sermons and Writings^ and I would 
hope the greateft Part of them in their 
Lives too, difcountenance and difclaim 
the Vices which we punilh. And fully 
to fatisfie the World that the Church of 
England^ as fuch, does patronize anc) 
encourage theMagillraceinthus punifh* 
ing Immoralities, and that it is her 
Judgment, w are olliged ly our Office 
10 to dp, let them turn to the Prayer 
for the Church militant in the Cbm- 
jhiraion'Service (the moft folemn time 

(he 
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/he could take to put us in Mind of our 
Duty) in which we are taught to pray, 
that ALL who are PVTI M A'V^ 
T HO R ITT under ear Spverei^n may 
truly and indifferently minifier fufiice^ 
to the PZ/NISHMMNT OF 
WICKEDNESS and y I C E, 
and to the Maintenance ^ God*s true Rt' 
ligion and FIRTV E. And this Claufe 
was in, in the two Common*Prayer- 
Books of K. Edw. VI. before the Difien- 
ters were thought of. As for the popular 
Cry of Fanaticifm and Presbyterianifm 
for doing what you fee our Church 
prays God you may do, you will be 
wifer, I hope, than to lay it much to 
Heart; you know your felf, and all 
your Friends know you, to be a con- 
fiant Communicant with the Church of 
En^and^ and I will add, an Honour /p 
it by your good and Virtuous Life, 
while your Objed:ors are a Scandal to 
it by a Prophane and Vicious one. You 
mufl: exped the Malice of ill Men will 
be fevere enough upon you with ill 
Names ; but you are a Difciple of the 

U^n. 10.14,^'^^^^ ?^M ^^^ "ono^ cxpeca better 
as. u^^gc ^han youjf great Mailer had. Re- 

Biember how his Chara(3:er was hand* 

led 
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I by the Wicked of that Age, for 

s Reformation //i? attempted. It was 

opheified of Him by Malacbi^ that 

e/houldhc like a Refiner's Fir e.andlike^^* 3- *; 3* 

Uers Seap; that He ihould /^ as a 

finer and Furifier of Silver^ and (hould 

rifie the Sons if Levi^ and purge 

f Iff as Gold and Silver^ that they may 

er unto the Lord an Offering in Righ" 

mfkefs. Accordingly one of the Firft 

[lings he did in his public Miniflry 

IS to purge the Temple of the Pro- 

tane Market they kept in the out-7<>*«a.' ni^T^ 

Court of it. This Reformation-Spi^- 
e raifed a mighty Alarm in thofe 
ho were like to lofe by it. It was 
I Offence they would never forgive 
m, as it was the firfl Thing that 
is'd their Spleen againft him,( which 
as afterwards encreafed by his Holy 
odirine and fevere Reproofs. They 
il'd at him on all Occafions, call a 
m a Samaritan^ which in their way job. 8. 48c 
' fpeaking was but another Word 
r Schifwatic ; they looked upon him 
I a Madman^ and one Poffeffed n^ithj^f^^ ,^ ^<^i 
e Devil^ which anfwers to the true 
sport of the Word fanatic: But 
t their Malice rage againft you thus» 

as 
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yoQ would know5 why Dif^ters are 
(o freely admitted into the Societies 
for ReforwatiMi I ask, why they are 
OOtC as well to be excluded from the 
Societies for Trade i The Bufinefs 
whkh they join in proiecutiag, and u[h 
Oft which they meet, me/fiEvr Societies 
is nothing at all to the Diflenters Pur-> 
]pofe, 0$ Diffenters^ nor zSkSt& ths 
Cbardi of England at all, as a partial- 
kr * G)nftiiiatioa What has the Pu-* 
vfiiment «f a Swearer or a Drunkard 
to do with the Presiyteriam Scheme 
and tbe^ Abolition of Epijcopacy ? No 
pmit than a Cabal upon the Rates of 
Merehandice. If you flill ask, how 
the Dii3enters (if ^^y h^ not fame 
Jepret End to drive of) come to unite 
ib readily with us in thefe Attempts ? 
I aafvt^er,^ becaufe Prophanene& and 
Impiety are Enemies in comm&n both to 
them and mx, as chey are in general to 
tbe Cbriftian Religion^ which we hotb 
profels: And- Vice had gained too 
mucli Head not to require all the Af- 
fifiance we could have to check it, and 
that Affiflance which good Men a- 
raongft the Dilfienters have given in 
this common Work, we thankfully ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge and pray God to reward itl 
But let it be remembred, that the'* 
they did and do come in to our Af* 
fiftance (as every good Chriftian will, 
when the Intereft and Honour of all 
Religion is concerned,) yet they were 
not the firft Spring of our. Societies j 
thofe who began them were Gentle- 
men rf the Church of England^ with 
whom, as their Number encreafed, and 
their Proceedings were known, the 
Diflenters willingly Embarqued. If you 
fufped: the latter of a Defign, which 
the Church-Men they join with are not 
aware of j you ftart a meer fufpicum^ 
without any proof or any probable 
Grounds for an Argument : And in the 
next Place, you make your felf wifer and 
moreapprehenfive than all thofeChurch** 
Men, Clergy as well as others, who 
are Members with them ofthe fame So- 
cieties. Thefe Men can fee no dange- 
rous Plots againft the Church that can 
lurk under what the Diilenters do ^ 
gain^ Impiety and Vice ; and they, me* 
thinks, fhould at lead be as welt 
qualified and as much interefted, to 
fpy out any fuch fecret Defigns, as 
you and I in the Country. If you go fur- 
ther 
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ther and fi^ipofe even ttef tiemfikei 
^Tt in the Pbc to ruioe their O'sa 
Church, in ooooert with the Djjctv 
ters; I fiiy, 'tis a hard Sopcofacicn tssr 
Co many of our Biflmps and i>.*7nef 
of the greateft Charadsr in E^LsmJ^ 
as are adually eog^iged b tbese 
Societies^ ( and fixoe ci tbetn, or daofe 
vho wrote ib ioGdly and kurxdj a* 
^nft the IKdencers, in the CrJ'r^Hod 
called the UmJn Ciks) ibaaid xm 
l)e fofpefted of a De(^ to rmiae tfae 
Oiurch they were ahvajs ready to dfm 
Jni befisre. 'Tis hard, I £rr, to kaa- 
gine, that my Lords the Btfhtp and 
the reft of the Clergy, wfaa ^ ri 
there were no other Argument to cfear 
them upon ) enjoy too mach in cur 
Qrarch to be willing to lofe, ita^ 
intend to de&oy the Eiiablsdiment by 
which they live. As to the K/jt U 
thefe Societies in Ring WtLUam and 
Queen Marys time, when you by xxa 
Dieters were too much tavoored, 
'tis no Ar^mient at all, excq)C you 
can otherwife prove, that they con- 
tribute to the Intereft of the D.iltnterj 
ig^tnft the Church. 

1 Eup 
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Bug. No- you have prptty well fa- 

tisfied me of that. But whatever the 

ohj, XXX. clergy about London do in this Matter, 

I believe you iind fem im tbjs Country 
kere^ that care to appear in Favour of 
fuch 9 De^n ; and ttiat, I my ft ceil 
you, win give % mighty O^p to what 
we canxJo; for fay tlie People^ H tiw 
were a Oedgn of lakportance |» Reijgcr> 
on, why do not our Clergy fliov^ HI 
that it is fo by their Coocurrenoe » 

Th. And fo the beft of them eirery 
wfaer^ wiH do: Or if they don't, the 
morels the Pity : But are we to negbft 
fiur Duty becaufe ibme of them foi^ 
theirs^. Not at all; we mufl: anfw«r 
to God for the Duty of Magifirates^ 
let them acquit themfelves as they caft 
for that of Mht/fiers. If neither the 
Example of fo many Fathers of the 
Church, the right Reverend the Bifliops, 
and of fo many other famous and learn** 
ed Divines amongil us, as have cmtcenh 
erl them/elves in the J^e^gn of iupprdP 
/iiig Vice by Law, and recmnmended it 
from the pnlpit in the many Serinoiis 
they have preached bthrt the Socie^ 
lies, and printed ; if the Circular Let^ 
ters of the mod Reverend the Arch- 

Bifhop 
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Bifhop of C^ntHrhurj^ which do tbd 
fame in particular to the Clergy of his 
Province; if above all, the Fear #f 
God and the Obligations of their facte J 
Fw$Si&n^ will noc prevail with them 
%o be adive in what fo diredly and 
immediately tends to the very Bufi- 
nefr of their Pulpit and their Calling j 
whftt ihall we iay, but that our Savi« 
Our'i^ Prophecy is made gpod, Becaufeu^t* 14. 12. 
/tffgiuty JbaU atomi^^ the Love ef many 
(hail max cdlJ> They will fome time 
have a very terrible Account to give, 
wbm our Lord ihall examine them of 
the Opfprtwities they had of doing 
Good* It's true, there are fome Pares 
of %\as Work which in Prudence they 
9Wy forbear, and others which by Law 
they cannot meddle with: Yet they 
may contribute to it in their Sermons, 
by exciting their Parifbioners to inform 
of Offences to the Magtdrate; they 
may in private Converfation approve, 
juftifie, and recommend fuch Methods ,* 
tifey may fet up Societies in their Pa- 
riibes, and meet with them, to con- 
ceit Mealures for the rendring fo good 
a DefigQ efiedhial, and to encourage 

to a vigorous Profecution of it $ them** 

I X felves 
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felves may give an Example^^ by /V- 
fermiHg of fome in their Parifhes with 
whom they find their public and pri* 
vate Admonitions do no Good : In 
fliort, they may many ways counte- 
nance and encourage the Suppredion of 
Vice by legal Punifliments if tliey 
pleafe; and the Royal Proclamation 
has given them four times in a Year 
not only an Opfortmtty but a Command 
to do fomething of this Nature, more 
particularly than at other times. If 
they will do nothing at all, at their 
Peril be it : But the Pariih is not bound 
by the Example of their Minifter a« 
gainft the general Obligation that lies 
upon them as Chrifiians^ or the parti- 
cular one upon any of them as Jufiices 
of the Peace. 
ohj\ XXXI. Eug. Some perhaps would be ready 
to fay, \is only the Effed: of a morofe^ 
Cynical Temper^ or attribute it to /// 
Breedings and want of knowing the World: 
Th. The vain and vicious Part of 
Mankind will never want hard Words 
to give to a ferious Senfe of Religion 
and our Duty : But the time will come, 
when thofe airy Gentlemen ( except 
they prevent it by a leafonable Repen- 

tancej 
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tance) ihalMofe all the Mirth and^«t^.i5. 
Levity of Sin in an eternal Melancho- 
ly. Perhaps they will charge you, as 
you fay, with Soumefs of Temper and 
ill Breeding^ for giving them Diftur* 
bance in their Vices; but as they give 
the fame ill Language to Relifion its 
felf in the general, 'tis in Effed no 
fliore than charging it upon Religion 
and the Fear of Goa^ which every good 
Man will be well enough pleafed to 
fiand or fall by. However, (how them 
by an innocent Chearfulnefs in Conver-- 
(ation, that it can be nothing of Me- 
lancholy or Morofenefs in you, and go 
on doing your Duty, unconcerned at 
any Character they may fix upon ir. 
Knowing the World is but a plaufible 
Phrafe Men have got for imitating or 
bearing with all the Prophanenefs and 
Impieties they fee grown fafliionable 
abroad ; and want of that^ is dill no 
higher a Charge than want of Wicked- 
nefs^ which I fuppofe you will never 
refent as a Reflexion upon you. But 
let them fee you know fo much of 
the World as neither to love nor fear 
it : And if every Magiflrate would do 
bis Duty^ the vicious World would 

I 3 foon 
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foon be made to know its /elf a littli 
better , in a feverer Sence. The 
Charges of this kind which you rnett^ 
tion, and many other Hardfhips and 
Difficulties in the Work, are owing to 
the long Negledl of Msgiflrates puttin[ 
the LaWs in Execution, which ha< 
madb it an mufual thing, or in other 
Words, what Genttemen have not hetn 
hrtduf to the Notion and Experience 
of, and therefore they cry out againft 
it as ill Breeding. Cuftom, on the 
other Side , makes every thing familiar ; 
and why then may we not conclude, 
that by a general PraBke of putting 
the Laws in Execution for fome Years, 
it will be accounted confident enomgh with 
Civility Q if not an eflahlijh'd Article 
of good Manners ) fo to do ? Things 
more unlikely have obtained by Ufe 
To inftance only in Swearings (^^ffing^ 
and prophane Difccurfe^ which in them:: 
felves are the greateft Rudenejfes ima- 
ginable, Qboifterous and noifie, an open 
Infolence to the God we worlhip, and 
the utmoft i^fFront to a Chriftian 
Company, who iare fuppofcd to reve- 
rence him and his Religion, and to ac- 
count him their beft Friend,^ yet 

thefe. 
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ttiefe, by meer E>inY of Fa^ihioo, have 
bcJco, eitl of krte^ efteem*d the very 
Tefl of a Gemlemafn. Buts tho' the 
Dotng, of your EHify he contrary to the 
prefent Humour of the World, we aittft 
fieverfhelefs go refioltitely on wkh k, 
as knowmg tliat, we are not to be 
judspd fot Eternity by the arbitrary 
Filmons of Men^ btft by the fteacfy 
Rufe of Scripture^ and the Sentence of 
hkn wHh tvhom there is no Variable' 
neff ner ShaJevo of turnwg. 

Eng. I am not p0pdary you know j ohj, xxxil. 
I make fittte Figure in the World; 
and bethinks another fort of People 
mtghc undertake it with more Succeis 
tbim I can hope to do. 

TB. Popularity is an Advantage in 
ibflfie Refped^s, to this Work, a^ a 
Difadvantage in others. The Advan* 
tage of a popular Mai^i is, that At- 
ten^pts of fuch a Nature gain more 
eafily upon the good Will of the Peo- 
ple by his Authority amongft ihendy 
who are prepodeiled with an Opinion. 
that he will do nothing to their Pre- 
judice, nothing but what's for their 
Good. It fpread^ alfo much fartl^r^ 
and other Magiilrates in the Neighr 

1 4 bourhood 
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bourhood or the County will be readier 
to fall in with the fame Defign, when 
a Man of great Figure and Reputation 
fets it on Foot Let all thofe great 
Men, who have fuch an Advantage 
above others of doing Good this way, 
conGder, how they will anfwer their 
Negle(% when God fhall call them to 
Account. But Popularity and the En- 
joyment of humane Favour is alfo s 
ilangerous Temptation to decline fo fevere 
a Duty,^ and lb far 'tis a DifaJvantage. 
If, as you fay, you are not popular, if ^ 
you have but little Intereft in the Re-' 
fpecSts and Affedion of your Neigh- 
bourhood, confider, that God is the 
greateft and the beft of Friends. And 
you have fo much the more Reafon to 
apply your felf to obtain his Favour 
and Bkfling, which by this good 
Work you will be fure to do, and make 
an infinitely wifer Bargain, than to pur* 
chafe Popularity with the Shipwrack 
of a good Conlcience. You are eafed 
then of the unhappy Temptation of 
being afraid to dijohlige by punifhing; 
for he that has nothing to lofe can fear 
the Lofs of nothing : And this I aflure 
you is a very great Advantage, If by 

Rea* 
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Reafon of your ftudious retired Tem- 
per, or fpr any other innocent Cauie, 
you are not entangled in particular 
Friendfhips with, Obligations to, or 
Dependances upon ill Men; what 
worldly Confideration fhould make 
you Fartia/i You may with fo much 
the more Readinefs and Courage make 
the greatefi vicious Gentleman in your 
Neighbourhood fubmit to the Punifh- 
roent of the Laws for his Extravagance. 
And I mud tell you, that fome few 
inch Examples made will be likely to 
(Irike a more ef!edual Terror into 
Vice, than puniihing an hundred mean- 
er Perfons for the lame Offence • De- 
fpair not of Succefs; remember the 

Apoftlc's Obfervation, God hath i cor. 1.17; 

chofen the weak things of the World to 29. 
confound the Mighty^ and things which 
are defpifed hath God chofen^ and things 
mhich are not^ to bring to nought things 
which are; that no Flefh fhould glory in 
bis Prefence. Depend upon his Afftfiance 
and Power ^ and you will have odds a- 
bundantly of the mod popular Mortal 
upon Earth. 

Ei^. It's a difficult thing ho wever ^i . ^xxiir 
to puniih a great Man. Your Men of 

Power 
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Fower anfd Fignre will take it for gi 
unpardonable AfTronc ta have a War 
Tittt againft tkem for Svnaring, Dniif 
kennels, Prophanenels, or my thing 
elfe. 

Th. On the other Hand, it wiU be 
a dangerous Partiality thit will exafpcr- 
rare inferior People wbonY you ponitt^ 
^nd go near to inv^idate all your Ett^ 
dtiVoUTs of Reformation, if you let 
focb Men be openly vicious without 
Control. Be they as grat as thejr 
wiU, they muft not expe^ to be great* 
er than the Lam j and you, as you are 
emruded by the Qovernment, muS 
not fufier it. For bcfide your Duty 
in puniihing Vice, ir may be of the 
faft ill Confequence both to the Crown 
and People to let Men of Qyality pre- 
fumc of being above Subjed:k>n to the 
Laws ; it mzy end in cverturmng the 
Throne for a tyrannical Atifioera€y^ add 
reducing the common People to ^i/- 
Unage and r^^eden Shoes, ^nd theic* 
fore for your Prince and Countryi 
Sbke you Should fix a refokKc Purpofe 
to curb the Vices of the f/eatefi^ as well 
as thofe of others. If they offend, 
convica them J if they rcfufe to pay, 

di- 
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dillrab ; if they commence a Sbit a^ 
gainft you, ftand it, and truft the Pro- 
vidence of Qod to determine on the 
fide of Juftice and Religion. Tbtii ^^.^ - 
fl^lt not rejpcSt the tetfott of the Poor, 
nor botuur the Perfon of the Mhhty, fays 
God; hut in Righteouffieft jhalt thou 
judge thy tJtighhour. And in another 
Place, TefiaOnot refpeff Peffons inJuJi^^"^- »• '7« 
meuttnorBE.AFB.AtD OF TUB 
PACE OF MAN, for the Judgment 
is Ged*s. In like Manner Jeh^aphaf ^^y^^ ^^ 
chaises his Judges — Take heed what 6, 7. 
ye do, for ye j/uJge not for Man, hut for 
the Lord, who is with you in the fuag- 
ment, and obferves you } wherefore new 
let the Fear of the Lord he upon you, take 
heed and doit, for there is no Iniquity with 
the Lord our God, nor RESPECT OF 
PERSONS, nor taking of Gifts. 

Eui. If I take yoqr Advice, Theoti- oi^^.XXxiV. 
mns. It will fo alarm the Gentlemen 
ibout me, who either fu^, or may be 
id Danger fo to do, that 1 forefee very 
eafily, my Commilfion will not be long 
lived. 

Th. Suppofe it be not, your Coun« 
cry will lole more by that than your 
ka. They will want your Afliftance, 
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and all good Men will be ferry you're 
flruck out.* But if you confider jowt 
felf only, you will be eafed of a great 
deal of Trouble and Expence, and may 
retire with fo much the more Satisfa- 
6)t\0T\^ as you have the Honour to be 
flruck out for the doing of jour Duty. *Tis 
very probable indeed, nay 'tis almoft 
certain, that your Enemies, in com- 
plaining of you, will not dare to plead 
upon the true and naked Merits of the 
Caufe ; for in this Reign a barefaced 
impeaching the Reformation of Man- 
ners will meet with no very kind Re- 
ception from Her Majefty and Her 
Council. But they will make fome 
falfe MifreprejentatioHs of you to the 
Government ; and if this be but likely 
to ferve the Purpofes of Vice, and 
turn you out, you will find a Set of 
Men who won't fcruple it. I muft 
tell you further, however, that the' 
your Adverfaries fliould go even thh 
Way to work, they will find fome Dif- 
ficulty to fucceed; the Government is 
not forward of making fuch Alterations 
as they aim at, by ftriking out of Com- 
roiflion ( except for very good Reafons 
well prov'd ) whom it has once admit- 
ted 
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ed in : And therefore it is more than 
x>(rib1e they may lofe their Labour In 
ihort, 'tis my Opinion, that (o long as 
you go on faithfully, ferving to your 
rower the Honour of God and of your 
Prince, of Religion and good Govern- 
ment, by an atStive Zeal on all Occafi- 
ons againfl: Impiety and Prophanenefs, 
God will proted you, in whofe Caufe 
you are engaged ; your Enemies are the 
Enemies of God, and neither their mali- 
cious Arts nor open Violence (hall 
profper. 

Eug. If any of our Brethren of the qj^- xxxV. 
Bench would begin this Matter, I 
would willingly join with them ; but I 
don't love to be lingular. 

Th. But remember, my Friend, that 
'tis not humane Examples by which we 
muft be judged. Singularity cannot 
in its felf be reproachnjl, but as it is 
with Refped: to Goo J ox Evil; and then 
^cis not the Singularity^ but the thing it$ 
which we are fingular, that is to be con- 
iidered. To be fingular in Wickednefs 
is a Crime, and fo much the greater as 
it argues the Height of Impiety. To 
be fiogular in a good thing is a Virtue, 
and fo much the more excellent, as it 

argues 
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argues fome great Proficiencv and Per^ 
fe§:k)n in Virtue, to whicQ W9 dare 
adhere in fpite of all the Diicourage- 
ment of ill mmples about us. So that 
you have nothing to do in this Cafi^ 
but to confider ..whether it be 4 goad 
VnJcrtaking^ and your JDnty to fuppreis 
Vice, according to the Authority you 
bave to do it. If it be, ( a$ I hope has 
been fully proved before ) 'tis a f^ir- 
tne and an HirnQHt to be (ingular in it 
[t s true, the wicked World will not 
be of that Opinion, but no wile and 
good Man will frame bis Judgment in 
what concerns Religion by the Rule of 
theirs. 7^%, to be fure, wiU reproach 
you for having more Confcienoe and 
Virtue than vour Neighbours ; but I 
hope you will have more Grace than 
to blufb at fuch Reproaches. I can't 
think Eu^cnius io weak as to be put 
out of Countenance in the Exercife of 
his lawful Authority by the imperti* 
ncnt Tattle of a Mob. However, ( as 
you know your own Infirmities better 
than I do, ) if this be really an Obje- 
ction with you; call to Mind the 
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this iJulteroHS $nd finful Generatm^ ^f 
him alfojbail the Son of Man h ajhamcJ^ 
when be cmi^th in the Glory of his Father 
mth the holy A»gfh* And rcrnembter 
htf Bxamfle too, tti whofe PerloQ die 
Fniphet thus delivers bimfelf .• — The 

Lord God will hel^ me^ therefetre I fhdl 
tot he confpimdedi therefore have I fet 
my Faee ^s m FUwt^ and I knoiv ihat I 
fkaU mt ie afbamtd. 

Bug. But to ie aione in fo difficult »^j/txxxVl. 
Work, is 4 Di/c00$ragemeHt and Vifad^^ 
Hf^age^ as wtU as a Reproacb. I ^all 
btve no Body to advife or «(Iift me« 

Tb. If you want Affiftance or Ad- 
vice, zsk it, ifi the firft Place, of God^ ^^^' ^- 5- 
the FoDotaia of aJl Wi^om and Pow^ 
er^ «od be hisifejf bas promifed, that 

if fhili he given you. I am continually pj-^^ ^^, ^.^^ 

with TheCy 6y$ the Pfalmift: JhoK h^i^. * 

boU/en me by thy right Hand; Thoufkalt . 

fiude me with thy Connfely and after* 

ward receive me t^f Glory. And tbus 

King Afa in his Prayer acknowledges, 

that with God // is nothing to ^^Ip^^cf^^^^^^ 

whether with many^ or with them that ^^^^ 

have no Power. You will want indeed 

the Concurrence ot ihofe that (hoiild 

join with you, if tliey decline it: Yet 

^ . . per-* 
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perhaps fome of them, tho* they dorf 
think fit to declare themfeives by a 
ding openly in the Q^ufe, will giv 
you their Advice if you defire it. O 
if they will not, you have other Friend 
to confult upon any Difficulty, eithe 
by O)nverfation or Letters. 

Eug. Yes, TheotimHSy and I mu 
take the Freedom to reckon you in th 
Number ; but I ihall fear to be troubl 
fome by applying my felf on all Occa 
(ions that may require Advice. 

Th. For my Part I afliire you, it wil 
be the greateft Pleafure in the Wor 
to nte^ to aflfifl: you in fo good a 
(ign; and fo far as my poor Capacit 
will go, you may depend upon me 
but for your Satisfaction and Security i 
what you ^do, it will be proper in fom 
Cafes to advife with Lawyers* 

H^^XSXVIl. ^*!S' '" ^^^ mtM time, it will be ac 
counted Prie/e and Forwardnefs in m 
to enter upon fuch an Affair, when 
many others C "ly elder Brethren o 
the Bench ) don't care to concern them 

felves. 

Th. You are not to account to 
for the Opinion the World is pleafe 
to have of you, but how far you Je 

Jervi 
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firve it. Forwardaefs even in a good 
tbhfg^ when it proceeds from PriJe^ is 
I Fault; when *tis owing only to a 
Uve of P'irtue^ and Defire of doing 
Sood^ the Confcience of this Principle 
Ihotikl make vou defpife the Cenfures 
)f the World. Will the Fear of fuch 
U-natured Cenfures excufe you before 
3od for the Negled of your Duty > 
3aght you not to ohey him rather than ^g, j^ ^^ 
Men ? The Jewilh Rulers, to be fure, 
.'bought St. Peter and St. jfohn a couple ^g, 4; ,3; 
)f forward Pellmvs for preaching up a 
yy&nx which they had not embraced 
lor authorized : And how did the A« 
K>ftles behave themfelves upon this / 
rhey appealed openly to them in the 
Senfe of their Duty — Whether it he _ ^ 
Ight in the Sight of God, to hearken w^ ^""^ ''• 
yon more than unto God, jndff ye : For Vcr.zo: 
Nf cannot lut fpeak the things which we 
wve feen and heard. It^s true, there 
tj in good Manners, a Refpeft owing 
thofe that were in Commiifion be- 
9ce US; but we carry it too far, whea 
t creates fuch a fervile Dependance; 
rhen it niakes us afraid to ufe our 
Uithority in any thing, which they 
riU not encourage or approve, tho' 

K we 



we aVe ^re 'tis agreeable to Law^. and 
fenfible that 'tis t'art of our Duty. 
Your Cqmmiltion, fin iiire, ky^ no 
fuch Redralnt upon you; \% runf^ 
Quod afligoavimus vos ^ O N J 17 N C- 

TIM & bivisiM,& quEM^ 

LI BET VEST RUM. The Su^ 
tutes are the Rule it fets yon^ theEx^ 
ecution of them is the immediate Bu>* 
fiiiefs of your Place: And if otheiSf 
who are obliged by the fame StatUtis^ 
the fan^e, Gonnnifllonj and the (ams 
Oath, will not think fit ta aA fo far as 
they obght to do in thofeMatterSf, or not 
to ad at all in theniy^Iljrw remain oblif 
ged ney€rtkele(s. to the full Execution ol 
our O^e. It ^ms ^ngs^that Mtno^ 
{enie & integrity fI|ould not alt hzwi dbd 
fame Apprehenfion ^ of their Duty m ^ 
plain a Cafe. ) can account ^or it no orfa£r 
way iq Charity^ than that thofe that cao- 
think other wife, and have any ferious Rc^ 
gard to rheir Duty, have either not mad 
the Stattnes and she Proclamation, or ae^ 
ver given tiiemfelves the Trouble to con^^ 
Jer them, as-^^ey ought to do ; add! have 
imbibe fuch popular Prejudices agaioA 
this Reformation- Work) that thdy will 
not ib much as l6ok into (.or however iiol 
carefully read tlHough) the Books 

that 
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diftt have been writ to prove and to 
fflculcftte (heir Duty in this Matter ; 
ffi)d chstt if they woutcf do thefe things. 
If they would take the Pains to eic- 
ttffltde (he Argutnents that have been 
urged for fach in Obligation upon 
^tth ; they would be of another Mind, 
itfcf heottify joidr their Endeavours 
with you. Ill the mean time, I own 
*tis very poffible the Pride of fome will 
ftittke them think themfelves flirted, 
by your a(3;ing in fuch a Work with- 
Cnit a P^ecedeift ffom t,hem^ and they 
will malign and ridicule you for it ; 
fot pretending to more Religion than 
their iaj^e C^fciences iuppofe to be ne- 
teSkrv : But I'm fure it would be more 
ifh)ianoa$ if you fhould cut your Gon- 
fcletrce to their Mcafure, and forget 
tfte Cdhrmands of the Government 
which %a are to ad by, and the 
lAm dr God . which you are to be 
judged by. fbt troujy fays Dav'iJ^ 
Bave hi m gfeatty h Derifiow, jcf^fiitik,^ 
btve I nit iidmed ftim thy Law. If 
Ujcdntftk Weighs fo mdcli with you^ 
ttmmtt flftf: and proceed boldly in 
doing what lies in your Power to fup- 
pfefS art Wiekednefs, whether thofe 
tbtt have been longer in Commllfion 

K X wUl 
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will join with you or nor, fo long a^ 
yoa faayc the Laws to warrant you, and 
your Oitb to iinJ you. TTis a pro- 
per Civility indeed to ask them firft 
the Qtfeftion, whether they will pleaie 
to^ (Irike itl with the Deugn^^ and let 
them know you fhall be glad of their 
Direction and Aflifbnce in it : If they 
refufe to meddle, you have however 
made your Compliment, and have no 
more to do than to proceed in your 
Duty. 
o^ffiT- ' Bug. I think one Man canU Jo much. 
xxxvffl; r/r. That's a Miftake: Almoft the 
whole Bufinefs of fuppre/Iing Prophane- 
nefs and Impiety, may be done by One 
Juffice'of Peace, by the Power which 
the feveral Statutes in thofe Cafes have 
given him: He may levy Twelve 

a ) 3 ?^^. ^- Pence each Sunday (a) upon thofe 
^.$* 2.7' that ahfent from Church; he tnay levy 

the feveral Penalties upon frofhanati^ 

b) I Cay. I. &h of the Lord*s-Day (b ^ by Sports 
. I- and faflmes^ by ( c j Carriers, Waggo- 
c)3Car. i.^grs, Drovers, t^c travellings or Butch- 
ers killing or felling Meat upon that 

d)i() Car. Day, by Qd)'exp^ng Goods to Sale^ 
I. C.J. or exercififig Trades upco it, and the 

e ) 7,ic. €. '^^^> ^"^ ^^ ^^y puniih C ^ ) Drunken-. 
;. nefsy 
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^Af Hf) ^P^i^gy Cx ) Prophane Swears f f ) i Sf^c. c'. 
ing and Curjing, without a Ncceffity !^\,\'jatty 
any other Magiftrate's Concurrence ;(g;ii 74c. c. 
Our prudent Legiflators forefeeing bow ^o. ^ and 7 
liardly the greateft Part of our Magi- ^'''^•3- ^-^ ' • 
Urates would be got to execute fuch 
Xaws, have left it in the Power of any 
ine Juftice pf Peace, that has a Senfe 
<^ Religion and his Duty, to ad: in 
thefe tnings, that be might not be 
vind-bound by the vicious Negligence 
of his Brethren. 

Eug. You do well to put me in 
Mind of this, but it was not what I in* 
vended by the Objedion. My- Mean-^ 
ing was, That when a fmgle Perfon 
enters upon fucb an Vndertaking, it can 
lijB efletftual only in the Neighbourhood 
^fi ahut him J or in his own Prefence j 
^nd thofe in the fame Authority with 
liirafelf, if they refufe to take the fame 
J^eafures, not only limit the Reforma- 
tion to [mail DiftriH^ but encourage 
the Impudence of Fice^ even there^ and 
Tender it fo much thq more difficult toi 
Jefuppreffed. 

Th. You may punifh upon Informa-? 
tioh in any Part of your County, if 
tbwofe that ihould do it will not ; and 
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let it be knowu^ that you mill J^ Ji^ to 
^ncourjige thofe that have 4 mc^i 
Tjt^X for Religion to briog InforcDdtioflf 
to you. You don't koow how nuuHl 
this may contrijpute, if vigoroufly v^ 
plkd to, to the B.^formation of g lais 
;er DiftriA than your own Neighbour^ 
»od* But however tb^t be, you mu^; 
rather do what Good you can ( be it more 
or lefs ) than fit ftill and do none at aO^ 
If by punifhing Vice, any one little 
Village, nay any one Faniily in it, ba 
effedually civilized, *tis worth all the 
Pains you can take, as it majjr end in $ 
thorough Eftabliihment or Religion 
imongO; then), and that in the Salvation 
of their Souls. 

ohj, XXXIX. Eug. This is ?11 very true ; But what 
if other Juftices, inflead of joining with 
me, A^ohU oppofe me. 

Tb. Let them confidcr the Wo pro* 
nounced by our Saviour againfl; thofe 

ly,l^e 11. 5 2'. in his time, that ontrednot iif tbemfclves 

to the Kingdom of God, . and bindnd 
others that were ahout it. It is the .Ut^ 
moH: Pitch of Malignity againft Qc4 
and Virtue, when one in Authority, 
who fliould promote the Honour cjf 
them both| thus openly <kclai«5 for 

Vice 
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Vice .nrjd DaflinaHon. IJecp you with- 
la the Direcftipns j^ven you t>y tfjjB 
Laws, ^nd tiic Malice ojF ^ch Men 
will have no worfe Effect than to ex^ 
p$Je fbemfehes : For they cannot hin- 
der you from punilhing* They may 
indeed giv^ Spirif to Widc6dnefs for 
the prefcnt; but that \yill ibon fai| 
ijrhen \\\ Mep, who are buoy'd up a- 
gainft you by fijch Oppofttjop, find 
all that yotjr powerful Ejtiemies threat- 
ned endinjg in nojhing l>ut /// Language 
and perfimd Spken^ without being able 
dther to pff right you from going 01?, 
er any tether w?y cmpH you to de- 
iSft. You muQ: however &mmon all 
your Refolutiqn to carry you thro^ 
fuch an ynhappy Pifcouragemcnt as 
this wiH be -5 and efpeciaHy cotffidcr ^^^^ ^^^'i- 
him who endured fuch Contra\fi^ion of 
Sinners a^ainfi himfelfjed yeu le wearied 
and fjtint in y^ur Mi fid. You can ne- 
ver be oppofed with more Virulence 
and Ma&e." than Chrift was by the 
Jcwifli Rulers ; the Men in Authority 
fee themfelycs^ againft hinVfripm the ve- 
ry firft; yet f??\went orfwith his good 
Work as'lohg' as he lived, and fealed 
and flnift^d it With his Blood. Hear 

R 4 the 
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fteble be {ued, your Mvmbgf runs «t 
if^tt tmke the Hazard tfiaf rou do« 
7m, if you recover, hav« i/^id/f Ci?y?i 
ag^rift bim : He^ tf tie fuceeed fiever 
fo well wkh his AAioo, can pretend to 
no n)ore than commen Cods. Tm are 
Aire of all the Vmeur^ ^ <^ all the 
DifamnteMnce that can be by Law, 
from the Couit. So that you fee what 
odds you have a^akift htm to enoeu- 
rage you- It is hiy Opinion further, 
that if ime Suit be commenced upon 
fuch ^n Account, and your Adverftry 
he eafi^ it will put an £od to all «ht 
Oppofition of this kind you are afr^d 
<>f ; no Body dfe will dare to give you 
a lecond Trouble. The Exfeuce st 
Law therefore will be no freat Matter i 
But if it were tnare^ if you were to run 
out your JxAole Efiate in Suits to de- 
fend your Execution of thefe good 
I^ws, timid y9u fart mth ft 9ifM better 
Terms > Is not the Favour of God 
and the Happjncfe of etcrh^ Life worth 
infinitely more than this ? Are you 
any more th^ a Steward in your f f 
for God ? And do you grudjge to 
burfe his Money to mjfiQtain bis ewn 
C^ufef ' " • 
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E^ There is a grett detl in whtc 
you &y« Tb90iimiM ; buc bai not yctir 
ZmI <:amed . you ibmewbtc too far in 
tlMs Ptrticultfs^ You knod^tfafi Apo- 
ft2« reqwreff us to prrviJe f^r •ur mm 
Fm^Hts^ ifid calls him w^rje than m 
Infidtl that doct not, 

TK I put the Cafe to the uttnoft, 
Qoly to ftrengthen my Argument. 'Tis 
qexe to impoffible you ihould be f^ 
hitrra/l«i with vexatious Suits, as lite* 
rsjXy to confume your whole Eftatc 
againO: them. Perhaps they may 
bring a Charge of Ju>rty or Fifty 
Vmmds upon you; and how much 
will that reduce your way of Living, 
or impair the Fortunes of your Chib 
dfen ) Only I add, that if God fliould 
think fit ( by fuf&ring the Impudence 
and Malice of ill Men ) to try you, 
with the Hazard or Lofs of all y$u 
have^ it would be well difpoled of, and 
what your Duty requires you to fore* 
gp, when the Honour of Qod and Re-< 
ligion makes it neceflary. Whofcever 
be he that forfaketb not all that he hath luks i 
cannot he my -Oijcifle^ fays Chrift. 

EMg. But all '. Men are not in the 
lame Circumdances* Some have good 

Eftates, 
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Eibtes, and little to do with them : 
Others a much fmaller Fortune, a nu? 
merous Family of Childreti, and many 
poor Relations, won't you allow fuch as 
thefe to be a little m9re cautious what 
Expence they run into than the other ^ 
Th. I allow them both to avoid (as 
much as poflfible ) the giving' an obfii- 
nate and purfe-proud Sinner any real 
AJvdfitage to ground an Aiftion upom 
Let them keep from Suits as prudently 
as they can, provided they don -t com- 
pound with their Confciences for the 
Sake of their Purfes, bat continue dill 
to execute their Office and the Laws 
with full Vigour, as they ought to do. 
Whatever a Man's domeftic Circum- 
fiances are, he muft not fliorten hh 
Duty for Fear of Trouble and Expence. 
If bis Eftate be fmall, he (bows fo 
much the more of a generous Faith 
in the Divine Providence, who dares 
trufi his Family to the Care and Good- 
nefs of God, by whofe Command and 
for whofe Glory he is obliged to dif- 
pofe otherwife of that which fhould 
maintain it : And I doubt not, as the 
Faith is more generous, the Reward 
will be proportionable. 
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Eag. A Gentleman, who h^s JLtiAn-Ohj^^.TiLl: 
Mol Revewue certain from his Land) 
the' it be not fo great as fome of his 
Neighbours, has more Encouragement 
to venture upon Expence in fuch a 
Caufe, than ode that has nothing but 
bis TraJe^^ tho' a very good one, to de- 

g;nd upon, which eb^ and flows by 
veral Accidents, and by the Favour 
or Disfavour of his Neighbourhood. 
Now the Magifirates of our Corporations 
are ufual Men of Trade^ and may fufTer 
very joiuch in their Bu(iners,difobligtng 
their Culiomers by whom they live, 
and impairing the original Fund out 
of which they fhould provide for their 
Children. Their Trade will beleflen- 
ed for the future by the Malice which 
ill Men will bear them, over and above 
the frefent Charges of Suit out of what 
they ihad laid up before. And this 
Otnedion holds yet (Ironger on the 
Side of the Conftahles^ who are dill 
fiippofed to be of more ordinary Rank, 
ftijl more dependant on the Good- 
will of their Neighbourhood, and, as 
they have leis to live upon, more ea-* 
fily undone. 

Th. 
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Tk \t may be fo, if m^ jtKig^ by 
the natoral Tendency of tiring^ ; Dot 
in Cafes of tins Nattirtr, whtfe cfR 
Duty we o«ire w Gody and 0li# CKI* 
li^tidn to promote \iti Honoof, iXt 
concerDddy we mifft ftitl kffin: Opoft 
Arguments of Rdigiofl for < Bahiieii. 
Our to(» great ^gerneft for flM Wo^ 
is^ in more Infttnces tlHBt OiNTf d '9cty 
fiital TeiftfTtstidn to nralcd; dttf {>uty. 
**»(• ^.' »4i Ifo Mm tinftrvt tM ^/f #«,~- he IHfill 
hold to the one. And ddfpift the (Xhef; 
ye camM ferve &d k^ Mammw, Afid 
as it is 6ur Duty , to tttkt ^»iil- /^d- 
SioHs from this to the och^r Wdr^ 

io it is our fncerdfl: t» hy up hw Tricf 

fures there, where they Can never be 
impaired by the Villany afid "MiiSkt 
of ill Men. Therefore ouf Aivkxif 
commands us to depend iA)0(t ^ Byy 
vidence of God, and bi$ Bleflfidg, fdf 
all the Neceflariek of hismind tj^. 
He inftinces in tht Fo»ls fT /** Ai^ 
artd. //j^wez-i */ fhe fiklJ^ Whi'dJ, 'iBtf 
they have nd SubffftfTKie beyond thi« 
perifbtng LifiS, snd no Means ot prc^ 
viding for that by their own Laboof, 
God takes Care of, and fupports, and 
adorns ; and how much more will he 

think 
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think himfttf eoflcerned to take Csur^ 
qS Min^ whom he has enobled with 
lammt/A Souls ? Wilt he not ftitt 
flf»r» particiiiarky do you thinks j^o- 
vi^e for fii^ of them as have eithw 
^iusUy lifif or are refolutdy bent to 
vmture aU the Means of Subfiftance 
tbiy enjoyed from him to prm^te bii 
0Urjl i Does not the Suppofieion of a 
iiioft juft aftd merciful DeiAg^ ( whidi 
wc owif by the Name of QoJ") very 
naturally Ifiad us to luch art EKpe(9:atioft ^ 

Bitgf Thefe arr Sf«cuIations that 
rai^ entertain a |>hik>rophiGal Mk!id 
Wi caou|h I in the midft of Eafe and 
Plenty : BmIs it priiSticabk, think you^ 
for Meil^ who have always converted 
tflitber with Bnfinefi thaii with Books, 
CDrfupport: themlblves with fuch Re** 
fle:dons ^hen they find a vifihle Di** 
ciff efthBir Tt^d^ on this Account? 

Th. How little foever they convcrlb 
with other BookiS, I am fure they are 
brand a) Chriftians to be converfanc 
With the facred Scriptures ; and there 
they will find theie Notions not arifing 
from the vain Philofophy of Men, but 
from the Truth and Promife of the 
Eternal God, by their Belief or Disbe- 
lief 
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lief of wbi<^ they (hall be judged at 

the lad Day. For after our Safviour 

bad beed advifing at large to this D^ 

pendance upon God for the Necef&ries 

Mat. 6. 33. of Life, he iddsi Seekyejlrft the Kiiij^ 

Dr. Whitby Vi/i^ of QoJ and his Rigbteoufnefs ( that 

Parafbrafe. Righteoufneft whiCh will rerfdcf yofl 

acceptable in his Sight ) an J all tbtft 
things (fo far as they are needfiil) 
fbaU be added unto you. If they won't 
believe ^od Himfelf^ I don't ejcp^ 
they ihould believe me. You ask if 
I think it praSicalle to fupport one's 
felf under the Senfe of Want and Pcy 
verty, by trading to the Providence 
of God. I do • and that becaufe God 
has not commanded us any thing that 
is impra£licalle • the good Spirit of 
Grace aflifting us; as it muft in all 
PW/.4.II, pu|. Qj.(jgj. Virtues. / have learned in 

"' '^* whaffeever State I am, fays St. Paul^ 
therewith to le content. Every where and 
in all things lam inflru^ed, both to he full 
and to le hungry, to abound and to fuff^er 
need : J can do all things through Chrift 
that Jlrengtheneth me. We have had 
not only ancient but modern Inftanccs 
•f fuch a generous and truly Cbriftian 
Faith. Men, who, in our own times^ 
have vigoroufly purfued the Work of 

Re- 
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Reformatioti, in feveral Capacities, and 
been ac much Expeme^ and run all 
Hazards^ and fuffered a vijihle Decay in 
their Traie^ proceeding purely from 
their ^eal in this Undertaking, and 
yet have gone on refolutely in theif 
Duty, being willing tofuffer the Lofs of pm 3. g. 
all things in promoting the Glory of 
God, in Hopes of that eternal Life T/>. i , 2. 
which 60 Jy that cannot lie^ has promifed 
fchem. 

EMg. Notwithdanding all that can 
be faid, this Objedlion will not be ca- 
(ily abated you; it has taken deep 
Root in Men that are concerned for 
their fecular Interefts. 

Th. It has fo. But fuch a Love of 
the World as hinders us in any kind 
from doing our Duty^ is unqueftiona- 
bly one of thofe Spiritual Enemies we 
renounced in our Chriftian Baptifm. 
Lovt not the Worlds fays Sr. 'john^ nor ^ j^j^^ ^^^-^ 
the things of the World: If any A'lan 
lorve the World^ the Love of the Father 
is not in him. And our Saviour has 
told us hoiv hard it is for thent that j^ariioti^i 
trutt in Riches^ to enter into the King^ 
dom of God. And therefore to negleift 
a Duty^ bound upon them in order to 

L their 
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their own and other Mens Salvatioff, 
becaufe they find it inconfifteirt with 
their TraJe and fecular Inter eft ^ is 10 
plain Terms to quit Pretenfions to any 
World but thh^ to make a pofitive 
Choice of their Intereft here^ in oppofi- 
tion to any Hopes hereafter. And 
what if I fhould fay that even in Point 
of Frudence and worldly Polky they 
are very much out in their Meafures? 
Prov. 10. 22. /f is the Blejfw^ of the Lord that tnaketb 
RHh^ fays Solomon^ who, I fuppofe, 
was wi(er than the wifeft of thefc 
cautious Magiftrates ; and with what 
Face can that Man exped: a Blejfwg 
from God, who purfues his aim at 
Riches by conniving at Affronts that 
are every Day offered to God and t9 
Heligivn ? God does indeed fometimes 
profper wicked Men, becaufe they 
have chofen their Portion in this Life. 
Yet the wifeft and moft Hkely Way, 
in general, to fecure the Blefling of God 
upon our Trade, is firft to make furc 
of a good Confcience, and then all other 
things needful for us will be added. 
God does often remarkably hlefs fuch 
as have fuffered, or are prepared io 
their Mindfi to fuffer all Difficulties 

that 
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that may happen, rather than negle<9: 

their Duty to him. He has increafed 

their Trade and their Riches ( as he 

bleffed Ahrabam offering his Son ^ff" "• '^' 

when he found them ready to be fa- 

crificed with a chearful Obedience to 

his Command. But whether he do fo 

or not, they have an Inheritance incor* ^ p^^; ^ . 

ruptille^ un defiled^ that jades not away^ 

rejerved in Heaven for them; and 

there they ih^ll have fufficient amends 

for all they have loft, and abundant 

Intereft for all they have laid out for 

God. 

Eug. I have fome few Scruples yet 
remaining. The good Will and Affellt- Qlj^ XLit 
M of ones Nei^hourhood^ is what a 
Gentleman and a Chriftian, may and 
ought to valje: Now I'm fenGble this 
Work will draw upon me a great deal 
of Hatred and Contempt. 

Tb. That Man is but half a Philo- 
fopher, and but half a Chriftian, who 
has not learnt to bear Contempt and 
Hatred in a good Ca^fe. Considering 
the general Wickednefs of the World, 
you muft affuredly exped: fuch Trials. 
Whoever fers about to reduce Impiety 
mil le hated: but by whom? By no 

L X good 
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good Man. Whoever has aferious Senfe 
of Religion will applaud and love you for 
it: For he himfelf difapproves in his 
Wind, and condemns by his ou^n virtu- 
pus Exannple the ill Pradlices you pu- 
nifh. All fober Men will be fenfible 
that you are adding for the public Ho- 
nour of God and Chriftianity in fup- 
preffing Prophanenefs, and all wife Men 
will be fenfible that you are doing a 
public Service to the State, in fuppref- 
ftng Extravagance and Excefs. Indeed 
thofe guilty Perfons, who are by your 
Means to be torn from the Enjoyment 
of their Vices, or fufFer for them, will 
agree to hate you: And where's the 
Wonder in this ? while you adhere to 
the Laivs^ it is not to be expe<3ed, 
that the Offenders ihould be on your 
Side. So that your Objedion iffues in 
this. That the Friends of Religion and 
Virtue will be pleafed with what you 
do ; but the vicious and immoral will 
be fure to malign you for? it. For my 
Part, I am ferioufly of Opinion, that 
ftext to the Favour of God^ one of the 
greateft Ble flings a good Man has to 
LuKe^' 22, ^if]^ fQ^ ij3 ^j^J5 World is, to enjoy the 

\^'pst.i,\^,, •S'/>/<?^« and Eiatred of ill Meny as it is 
16. a 
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a certain Evidence he is not of their 
Tribe, that be walks not in the CounfelpfaU ifi. 
of the Vngodly^ nor ftands in the Way 
pf Sinners. For, fays oUr Saviour, if ye John 15. 19. 
were of the World^ the World would 
love its own ; hnt hecaufe ye are fwt of 
the World — therefore the World hatetb 
you. Where two or three particular 
perfons only hate a Man, there may be 
fomewhat of perfonal Quarrel in the 
Cafe, wherein his Virtue and Goodnef$ 
are not immediately concerned: But 
when the whole Party of Wickednefs is 
up in Arms, her Horfe and Poot^ her 
Friends of Quality and the Moh^ drawn 
up againfl: him, 'tis plain their Quarrel 
is at his GoodnefSy and at nothing elfe, 
whatever they pretend. This is no 
more than the old Enmity betwixt 
Vice and Virtue-, anunjufl Af an (^ kys Prov. 19. 17* 
Solomon 3 is an Abomination to the Jujl;^^^^ 5* i^- 
and he that is upright in the way^ is an 
Abomination to the Wicked; cfpecially 
if he makes any public Attempts to 
reform. The World cannot hate ^0^,yo/iw7 ?• 
^ fays our Lord to the wicked Jews ) 
But ME it hatethy -- and why?— - 
Becaufel TESTIFIE F IT that 
the WORKS THEREOF ARE 

L J EriL. 
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EVIL. You fee the blefled Jefos 

trod the fame uncafie Path before you, 

and met with the fame Entertainment 

you cxped:; therefore for our Encou- 

*3ohn 15. i8,ragement, he tells his Difciples, If tk 

ao. World hate you^ ye know it hated me he- 

fore it hated you. Rememher the tVord 

that I /aid unto you^ The Servant is not 

greater than the Lord^ If they have per- 

fecuted me^ they voill alfo ferfecute you. 

Mat. 10. la. And in another Place, ye /hall ie hated 

of all Men for my Names Sake • hut he 

that endureth to the End Jhall he faved: 

Ver. 38. ^„J he that taketh not his Crofs and foU 

loweth after me^ is not worthy of me. The 

Fear of Man hindred feveral of the 

Jewifti Rulers from owning Chrift, 

tho' they fecretly believed in Him: 

But as I hope you are convinced, that 

what I have been pcrfwading you to 

is your Duty, I hope you will not be 

afraid to let the World know that you 

are (o, nor ever trouble your felf with 

the Profped: of their Hatred in the 

Matter, left the fevere Remark upon 

thofe Rulers in the Gofpel ihould 

?oi«i2.42, eq^aJ'y include you, that they loved 

43. the Praife of Men more than the Praife 

of God. If you fet about this Work 

with 
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\vith a fincere Zeal for God's Glory, 
and the Honour of Religion, you may 
perhaps fuffer a great deal from malici- 
ous Menj they will be ready to do ^ 
you what Ui Turns they can : But 
don't fear them. You are doing the 
Work of God ; you are following the 
Example of the blefled Jefus ; you are 
under the particular Guard of Provi- 
dence, which will fuffer nothing to 
befal you, but what will afluredly firft 
or laft turn to your Advantage; you 
have the Love and xApprobation of all 
good Men ; and above ail, the Favour 
pf your eternal Judge in Heaven, who 
wiH fully recompence there all tbe 
Pains you have taken, all the Contempt 
and Hatred you have undergone for 
him on Earth: While on the other 
Side, Evil Jhall Jlay the Wicke^l. ^^^ pful 34.:!. 
they that hate the tti^hteous Jhall he de- 
JoLite. 

Eug. You give me very good En- 
couragement againd this Objcdtion: 
But there is ftill a material Difadvan- 
t^e you have not taken Notice of. If 
I gain the ill Will of my Neighbours, ^-V- ^^^^^ 
J fhall not he ahle to Jo them any Good • 

their Prejudice again ft me will be fucb, 

L 4 tJiat 
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that I may provoke^ but never fhall 
reform them. 

Th. This Prejudice, I fuppofe, will be 
grounded only upon your appearing 
in the Execution of the Laws agatnfi 
them for their Vices: Take all the 
Care you can, by Prudence and good 
Nature to prevent all other Occafions 
of Diflaft. But fince they have plain^ 
ly hitherto been Proof againfl: the 
Fear of Hell, the Authority of the fa-? 
cred Scriptures, and the repeated Ex- 
hortations of the Pulpit, 'tis evident 
this is the only way left that carries in 
|t any Hope or Profpedk of reforming 
them. If this won't do, or if it fours 
to Prejudice in their Minds, 'ti* a Sign 
the Malignity of the Diftemper is very 
great; and as this is the laft Method of 
Cure, you have fo much the greater 
Obligation to go on with it, and to 
try the utmoft it can do. If after all, 
it prove to no Purpofe, yet the Fault 
is none of yours ; the' they will not 
be reform'd hy ir, they would not be 
reformed without it. But further, the 
Prejudice they conceive againfl: you 
at firfl: will wear offin Courfe of time, 
in fpite of all their prefent Heat, when 

they 
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they fee you refolved to go on^ not ca- 
ring for any thing they can fay or do 
againflyou* Malice difregarJeJ \s the 
mod impertinent filly thing imagina- 
ble ; when it lofes its End ( which was 
to fill you with Refentment and Trou* 
ble, and to awe you into an alteration 
of your Meaiures) \is too much out 
of Countenance to flay long, or gra** 
dually dies away under the Mortifica- 
tion of ill Succefs 

Eug. But in the mean time my Re- ^r,. XLIV. 
futation will lye expofed to all the Ri^ 
dicule ztidlScandalthty can throw upon 
it. I ihall be at the Mercy of cbe 
Mob, who will be fureto raife an Hun- 
dred Faljhoods of me, which are not fo 
eafily call'd in when they are once 
ilarted and difpers'd, as perhaps the Pre* 
juJice may be that gave them Birth. 

Tk You are miftaken, my Friend ; 
fuch filly Stories will be very (hort •lived. 
They will find no Credit with Men of 
Senfe and Honour that know you, be- 
caufc your every Day's Converfation 
confutes them. They may indeed for a 
while be current amongfl fuch as don't 
affed: you j but when they have been 
told ttvee or four Times over, and the 

merry 
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merry World has had its Laugh, they 
lofe their Relifb, and are laid afide of 
Courfe. If they be of a Scandalous Na- 
ture, or if they charge you with any 
thing that touches your Honour and 
ybur Confciencey 'tis fit you ihould con- 
fider, whether you are guilty or not. For 
this Advantage (and a very great one) 
you will have, that fetting up for the 
Reformation of others, you will be fure 
to hear of all your own Faults ; whatever 
the World knows of, that can be faid to 
reproach you, will be told without a 
Whifper. And this, as it may alarm you 
to a feafonable Repentance,//*y^« he guil- 
ty^ may prove the kindeft Office that 
could be done you ; and as it may put 
you in Mind of feveral Failings which, 
perhaps,you did not attend to or confider 
befcre,fo it will be anufeful Hint to you 
to corred:them,Reform your Self with all 
the Exad:nefs and all the Speed you can, 
that you may be able to keep your 
Countenance in reforming Others. 

Eug. Whether they have any thing in 
my prefent Conduvit to expofe me tor, 
or not, they will rip u^all my oldVkes^ 
("which, I thank God, I have long fince 
kjt and repented of) and rather than 
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fail , even the " trifling Imprudences of 
Youth, and the common Failings of 
Mankind. 

Th. You muft expeftthey will. But 
if they ftart a Charge againft you of 
fomething that was done long fince, and 
you have already repented, and wholly 
laid afiide the Pradlice, you need not be 
alhamed to hear of it again from your 
Enemies; becaufe you arc now a v^ry 
different Per/on horn what you was then, 
of quite a different Principle and Beha- 
viour: And they may as well reproach 
a Afj» for having been a Ch/lJ^ as a 
good and virtuous Man for having for- 
merly been otherwife. 

Bug. But how fhall I fence my felf 
againft dired and pofitive FatfhooJs 
raifed to difcredit me? 

Th. By difproving them. If you know 
your own Innocence, confute the Scan* 
dal in fome public Company, and in pri- 
vate fatisfieall you can that it is a Falfe- 
hoodj becaufe the Imputation of /^/c^ 
to one that kts up for rejorming it^ is of 
the laft illConfequence, if you fufferit 
quietly to prevail and be believed j as 
it makes the whole Undertaking you 
;ire upon look like a mecr Hypocritical 



Scheme for Reputation or Self-Intereft. 
But after all, what are you your Self the 
worie for any Scandals raifed upon you? 
You are not to look upon your Self as 
you do upon (aleable Commodities, that 
rife and fall by the Market Price : You 
are not to judge your Self by the uncer- 
tain Opinion of the Vulgar, who, as 
they never think upon (leady Principles, 
can never be long of the fame Mind, 
or frame a regular Judgment of any 
/ thing. What is it that really makes a 
Man worfe, but GHilt; or better, but an 
encreafe of Virtue > Thefe are the only 
folid Standards by which a Philofopher, 
when he weighs himfelf, debates his 
own CharacSler; becaufe the Confe- 
quence of thefe is for Eternity : All o- 
ther Topicks of Efteem or Difefteem are 
computed only with Relation to this 
prefent World, and the Computers diC^ 
fer in their Computation too. So then, 
lf you are innocent of. what's laid to 
your Charge, you're never the worfe 
Man for the Charge being laid. Nay, 
the bcft Men have frequently under- 
gone the vileft Scandals. Our Saviour 
}iAtt. ii.i^.^^^ called an Impoflor^ a Gluttoff^ a 

Man. I o.iy Drunkard^ a Patron of iVickednefs and 

wicked 
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wicked Men^ yet his being falfly called 
fo, did not leflen him at all. David 
was levelled at by his Enemies much 
after the fame Rate ; Every I>ay thej pj-^j^ j^^ ^^ 
voreji my l^ords^ aO their Thoughts are 
againft me for Evil; they gather them^ 
/elves together^ they hide themfelves^ they 
mark my Steps when they wait for my 
Soul. The Prophet Jeremiah too; For o%\o^ 
fince Ifpakey fays he^ [and told them of^^* 
their Faults^ the Word of the Lord was 
made a Reproach to me and a I>erifion 
daily. 1 heard the Defaming of many ; — 
Report fay they^ and we will report it ; 
all my Familiars watched for my Halting^ 
&c. The Apoftles had the fame Treat- 
ment, and were forced, in the Duty 
they were called to, to charge through 
Honour and Difhonour^ thro* good Report ^ ^^- ^' ' 
and evil Report j accounted as Deceivers^ 
yet knowing themfelves to be True. 
And what were they the worfe for 
this ? They are now in the Enjoyment 
of Eternal Happinefs, which their De- 
famers (except they repented) never 
fliall attain to. If being Scandalized for 
the Jake of Virtue make any alteration, 
*tis much for the better to us. If ye be i p:t. 4. 14, 
reproached for the M^me of Chrift^ ("fays '<^- 

St. 
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St Peter, ^ happy are ye. If any Manfuf* 

fer as a Chriftian^ let him not Be ajhamej. 

Our Saviour pronounces the fame,— 

liatt. 5. II, ^l^jfgj are ye^ when Men fhall revile you^ 

and (hall jay all manner of Evil again^ 
youfaWy for my Name^sfake : Rejoice and 
ie exceedingglad^for great is your Reward 
in Heaven. On the other fide, if the 
Favour and good Word of wicked Men 
come under any confideration with us, 
we ought to look upon it as the mcfi 
real and effeBual Scandal in the World ; 
what elfe does our Saviour mean when 

L«^. 6. 16. he fays, Wo unto you when all Men fpeak 
voell of you ; for fo did their Fathers of 
the falfe Prophets ; and fo will they of 
negligent or vicious Magiftrates, under 
whom they may quietly enjoy rhem- 
felves in Wickednefs. To fum up ^he 
Evidence then, I think you will have 
no Reafon to be angry at thofe that de- 
fame you for doing your Duty in this 
matter, if it draw down a Bleffing from 
God upon you, and will ftrengthen your 
Title to a better Life hereafter. Heark* 

(/iA SK l-en unto we^ ye that know Righfeoufnefs^ 
the People in wkofe Heart is my Law; 
Fear ye nor the Reproach of Men ^ neither 
le afraid of their Revilings. Having a 

good 
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goo J Ccnfcience^ that whereas they fpeak ' ^^^ V '^^ 
evil ofyou^ as of evil doers^ they may be 
afl)amed that faljly accufe your good Con-^ 
verfatioH in ChriSt. 

Eug. If the Point of Reputation were obj.Wf. 
all, I fhould perhaps be fatisfied with 
this Difcourfe : But the Juftice of Peace 
and the Condable do both of them run a 
greater Hazard, t\\ey go in J>anger of 
their Lives. 

Th. This Objedion feems to carry 
more (Irength than really it does. For 
in the firft Place, tho*it's true, the Ma- 
giflrate and inferior Officers have to do 
inthefe Gifes with fome oftheworft 
of Mankind, fuch as are abfolute (Iran* 
gers to Coiifideration and Confcience; 
yet I can't aHow that there is indeed 
(o much Danger of Life in the Execu- 
tion of our Office upon them, as timo- 
rous People apprehend : Both becaufe 
the Protection of God feems more cfpect- 
ally engaged on our fide, when we are 
doing his own Work, adting by his Au- 
thority and Command, and for his 
Glory, and this in a Regular, Legal, and 
Chriftian Way, without any thing of 
Rudenefs in our Behaviour, or giving 
ill Men any further Provocation thaa 

the 
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the bare Execution of our Duty : Arid 
alfo becaufe in Fad there has m fucb 
thing happened to them, C^xcept one 
Inftance only of the Conftable killed in 
May-Fair in London^ ever fince the 
Reformation-Societies were fet up • yet 
many Thoufands of Lewd and defpe- 
rate Perfons have been* con vided and 
brought to Punilhment by them. The 
Conftables, by order of the Juftices^ 
have gone about to the Taverns and 
Public Houfes in their Ward, and u«- 
queftionably found there very often the 
mod: diflblute Bullies in the Kingdom^ 
who wanted not the Will to have Mur- 
dered them, if the reftraining Provi- 
dence of God, for the Protedion of his 
Servants in this Work, had not dif- 
armed their Malice by a fudden Damp 
upon their Spirits. In the Country, I 
thank God, we are ftill lefs in Danger 
from fuch Menj as we have fewer of 
them amongft us ; and thofe we have, 
if they were inclined to be Milchievous, 
could not hope to efcape fo eafily as in 
a large and populous City. If you 
will fuppofe any of them fo defperate in 
Malice as to attempt luch a Thmg,with 
the apparent and determined Hazard of 

^ Dying 
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5ying for it themfelves upon the Gal- 
ows, and all this only to revenge the 
i^arrel of their Vices ; why then do 
be Officers of Ju/iice want Courage to 
renture their Lives in the Courfc of 
:heir Duty, arm'd with the Authority 
7f the Law, a good Caufe, and a good 
rjonfcience ? Shall a wicked Wretch 
Sacrifice his Life to the Devil with more 
lefolution than we dare ofifer ours to 
3od ? But however, the Enemies you 
vtt afraid of (depend upon it} have 
lot C>ourage enough to attempt the 
twentieth Part of what they talk. In« 
Jeed) fo far as noifie Curfes and Threat- 
[lings and the artificial Bravery of 
V7ords will go, we muft own them to 
bt fmewhat terrihle : But go you refo- 
lutely on in your Ofiice, put it to the 
rrial what they dare do in good Earnefl^ 
and you will find them very contempti* 
hie* all this mighty FlaQiing is buc 
filfe Fire, and they the greateft Cowards 
in the World. 

Big. But fome time or other, in the 
Heat of Wine, they may do what in 
cool Blood they durfl not venture on. 

. M Th. 
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th. Perhaps tbey may, A¥hen tshcyr 
have a lucky Chance of Cduri^ noi^ 
than ordinary, and perhaps they tmy^ 
€ffta their Villany tea I witt fup- 
pofe the otmoft your Objedion woukJ 
have, that you go m tntitmal thmger nf 
jmr Life; yet I hot>e to oonvkrce yoi^ 
that the Apprefaenfion of tfata ougbt 
to be no Bar to the vtgoroos Bxecucton 
of your Oflice. For to what end did 
the Alffltgbty %t¥e you Life, but that 
I Cor. tc.31. you ihould ^iorijie Him with it if Aiki 
tbi/. I. 2<^- if endeavouring by aU proper Meiliods 
to fecum his Honour, and the Honour 
of Religion, tgainft ImtBoralicy waA 
Prophanends, be not JireSJ^ within 
the ^ilotion of ghrifying (W, I am wH* 
kng togivc uptheCaufe: But if at be, 
the lafing your Lifeiti the Servke is no 
more than diff^fing of it t$ thk very 
Ends for wliich it was gcren you^ 
Yc^ glorifte him fo mudi the more 
in Dying for the Difcharge of your Duty 
as by this refolute Conftancy in his Sor* 
vice, even to the laft Extreams ofOp- 
pofition^ you publickly give your Suf- 
frage thfft his Favour and his Honour 
are to be regarded above all earthly Con- 
^derations whatfoeVer. I will add, that 
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it Cmitles you to the Reward of A^ar'' 
tyrJtm, which the Prlrxutive Chriftian^ 
ivere ib ftabttious oft ^e Thou fakhfd ^ , , 
/# the De4tk, And I mU ^e Thee a ^' *' '*'• 
Cr0im fif Uft» %s Ckrifi. A Martyr 
is one who, at the expinee 4 f>'^ Blpid^ 
attefts theTruth, add Excellence,{& Puri- 
ty eiChrhfti Reiigimh & maintains to the 
mtCm Ipite of aU die Violence of wicked 
Men,) his Obligation to /^fifefs tiid 
fr§&i/e it. NoW as the Subftance of 
Religion * which God chiefly infifts ;ap' ^ 
on, is rather the ^eal of a got J Life than ^ jJ^'S li' 
«f «a Ortbtdox Prtfeffieity why jQiould MiciA. 6. 8« 
not oiir SufTerings for promoting Fit- AStio. gj* 
tue ^wtd fdfiMtiat GooJnefs be as dear?'""-^'^)'^'' 
4o :IKait as tbofii of & MilHonary for 
I¥eacbing, or his Conirerts ^teceiv'' 
jog the Chriftiart Faitk add DoSriue f 
jSid ivhy fiiay we not as juftly reckon 
lum a Martyr who dies in that good 
Caufe, as him that dies \a this t It's 
])ktta be St^rs fur Rigbtemtpiefs fehiU^, ^, ,o?> 
•iKi .theti by coafi9(}uence 6 R £ AT is its 
Jm MEW ARD Am Heaven* 

£t^. But JLife is fiaturally Sweety 
«ad the Thoi^ts of parting with i^ 
mjieo in the camrooa courfe of NatoM 
WW might Jia|« to «f^ it ibnci ISeltt 
ftore^ go hard with ady Man« 7^< 
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TL Nothing can happen to us, but 
by the Will of God : And therefore 
as we are to rcfign our Selves entirely 
to Him that nwdc us, we are to con- 
clude beforehand againfl: any prejudi- 
ces of Self-love or worldly Intereft to 
what he thinks fit to determine con- 
cerning us, either as to the Time or 
manner of cur Diflblution. When we 
have done what Good wecatr, the End 
of our Living isanfwered ; and if God 
removes us from our Work to our Rewanf^ 
is this an Injury i Are the Miferies of 
Humane Life fo inconriderable,that we 
are loth to change them for a blefled 
Eternity? What Bufinefs is there in 
which we can expire with more true^ 

Ltt^. 12, 43 fatisfadlion, and to better Advantage^ 
than that for which we were Born 
Or have we our felves, for any Tempo— 
ral By-confiderations of our own,a jufter^ 
Propriety in our Lives, than He fbrr' 
whofe Service we were made to live ^ 
The Example of Chrifi is very ofrei» 
recommended to m in the New Tefta- 

1 Pet. 1. ii.,ment, that we lliould follow his Steps ^ 

7oh I 12 '^^^^^ ^^ ihould Lave one another as He 
^0.. 15. ^'^'. hat loved us i By this, fays he, (hall alt 
7ohA3.'^^,3^..Me^nowihatye ar^my Difciples : And 

is 
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is It polfible for us more clofely to 
imitate him, than when we die for the 
Sake of glorifying God and doing Good . > 

to Meni ^fpecially in that religious 
Charity of reforming the Vices of Men, 
and fetting them in the Way to Hea- 
ven. Herely perceive ive the Love of , . 
Gody iecanfe be laid down his Lije for^ ^^' 
uSy and we ought ta lay down our JLives 
for the Brethrtn^ where a ncccflary Cha-^ 
irity to them expofes our own Lives to 
Hazard. 

Eug. Not to interrupt yott, Theoti-^ 
mus ;Js not every Man bound to pre- 
f(jrve''his own Life, and not to draw 
({pwa Sufferings upon himfelf and his 
Family? 

. Th. Yts certainly, where Life and 
the Performance of our Duty to God and 
Man are confident with each other. 
But when the Cafe (lands fb, that we 
mud: .either negled that Duty, or ha« 
Zatfi Life in the Performance, you 
will find, that whatever Nature may 
pleadj Scripture over-rules it. If any uk? 14. 26. 
Mm, come to me^ and hate not [ i. e, 
comparatively, where the Enjoyment 
pf thefe things would bribe him a- 
gainft his Duty,] father and Mother^ 

M 3 Wi[c 
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Wife Mi Children^ Brethren And Sifiers^ 
yea and his OfVN LIFE alfi^ hecan^ 

l.pkeij['n> not he my I>ifci^le. Andwbofaever does 
not tear his Crofs and come after me^ 
cannot he my Difcipie. I mufl: tdit 
yoii fbrtheif, 'tis ill Policy^ «i wdl as 
warn; of Virtue, to do otherwlfe. For 

Mia. 10, 39. ^^ '*^^ fi^ds his Lifefhall lofe it^ ( (zfi 
Chrift) and he that lofcs h/s Life for 
my iake /hall find it. By dedining 
thus to fu^ for Rigbteoafnefe Sake, 
and hoping to preferv^ our Lttves by 

AfiMc.is-a finftil Compliance, we can propofe 
no more than the Enjoyment or » few 
toilfome Years in tl^ triffing and un« 
certain Favour of ill Men, and Com* 
forts blafted by the Curfe of God j 
for the Sake of tvhich we lofe the 
moft important Bkflings of his Love, 
and forfeit our Hopes ch Hapftnefs to 
come: Whereas on the other Side, if 
we employ our felvcs, without Fear of 
any thing but Qod, in the Pradice 
of keeping a good Confcience, and 
promoting Virtue; what Violence fo- 
ever may be offered by the Barbarity 
of fuch as hate to be reftrained, rfic 
God of Heaven will receive us witR 
triumphant: Joy, ^nd crown us with 
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Biernd Life. For iiefeJ are the DeadK^v. 14.13 
pbkk Jie h the Lord^ — tb^t they may 
vefi frem their Lahmrs\ and their 
^ORKS DO FOLLOW them. 

Eug, One Word before w« leave 
this Argument, in behalf of tlie Con- 
fhiles^ who depending generally upon 
their Trade, the lofing of their Lives 
nay be The Ruine ef their Families. 

Tk The Conflabfe, I thiftk, is not 
b much in Danger ( upon ibme Ac« 
counts ) as the Jufticc of Peace. For 
:ho' it's true, he is the immediate Oi^ 
Seer fhat gives the Difturbance to 
l^ice, yet 'tis underftood that he does 
t in C^edience to the Jufiice^s Order, 
ifho would punifh him if be did nor. 
lut granting that he fuffers for obey- 
ng this Order, what will follow i 
That his Family (halt be ruined by ir^ 
f that fame Man was to die of an or- 
Itnary Diftemper, there would not be 
telf this Outcry of Ruine to his Wife 
ind Children, and yet there uould be 
\A\ as much Occafon for't. His dying 
i violent Death does not leave his Fa- 
nily one Groat the poorer than if be 
lad died in his Bed. You'll fay it 
akes him oSfooner than ordinary ; he 

M 4 might 
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might have been blefled with Life and 
Health much longer, to have wrought 
for his Family, and feen his Children 
brought up. People never want Rea- 
fens againfl dying, all Ages have fome 
Pretence or other to make it unfeafon* 
able. But how do they know he 
would have lived to do thefe things for 
his Family, if he had not been mur- 
dered in the Caufe of Reformation i 
As ftrong and as healthy Men as he 
have dropped off fuddenly in the 
mid ft of their Years. Perhaps it 
might not have been a Month, or not 
a Week, before a Fever had feized 
him, or fome other Diftemper carri- 
ed him to his Grave. Or if he might 
have lived many Years, and his Trade 
have anfwered Expe<itation, and his Fa- 
mily have been by that Means welj 
provided for, when the poor Man 
happens to be thus untimely cut off 
by an Affajfin: If he dare not leave 
them to fo good a Guardian as God's 
Providence, \ whofe Bleffing he entails 
upon them by dying in his Service,) 
w here's the Faith and Generofity . of a 
Chrijticin> Dare he not truft Cod to 
provide for them, as well as hh own, 

In- 
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ajtryi But however, a Conftable 
ht to confider himfelf as adually 
d and fworn into the Service of bis 
nee and Country^ during bis Year ; 

his Oifice calls him upon feveral 
:afions to venture his Life in the 
cution of it^ at the Command of 

Prince and the Subordinate Magi- 
te whom he is to obey. He is to 
f Affrays^ difperfe Riots j feize 
rjerersj High-way ^meit^ and the mod 
aerate Felons : And why is not the 
tcry made of Ruine to his Family 
n the Hazard of his Life on any of 
e Occafions ? He is to look upon 
I Hazards as the neceffary Incum- 
ice of his Office^ when he is fworn 
> it ; and therefore why fliould he 
afraid of his Life in the Execution . 
the Laws, when the Execution of 

Laws is the very Bufinefs he has 
ertaken ? But the Truth is, our 
iftables (efpecially in the Country) 
e Jefs Stomach to the Work of 
)rmation, than to any other Part 
heir Duty ; an Averfion moft un- 
thy of the Authority they bear, 

of the Truft repofed in them,^ and 
ime will come when they (liall re- 
pent 
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pent it. I have only this to hy hf* 
tbcTj That 'tis their Imtereft every 
way, to do their Duty wi/lhtgfy and 
with the reHgimu Ze/i that becomes 
them in fo good a Work For tbtm 
let the worft happen to them that <?an. 
they leave the Qire of Heaven engaged 
finr the Good of their Families, and 
need not aueftion but their ChiMnen 
wiU be weU provided for ; much bet- 
ter perhaps than by tbeir Induftiy and 
Succefe in Trade ; efpeciaHy if the In- 
creafe be tainted with the il! Confci* 
ence of negleding their Duty for the 
Sake of it. But if they aft unmillhg- 
ly and ^r/ia^/ir;^/^, Religion and Virtue 
will not be much concerned to thank 
them, and God will take as little No- 
tice to reward them. 

Eug. You have exceedingly obliged 
me, TbeotifHuSj by your Patience in 
hearing and anfwering my Objeftions. 
I will trouble you with but Three or 
Four more, and then I have done. 
Ohj. XLVI. You know a Magiftrate can do little 

except Infarmations be brought himjf 
his own Infpedion will go but a lit- 
tle way. Now as v>e cant compel zt\y 

Body 
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Body to laform^ no Bod/s very farmard 
to give tircmfelves that Trouble. 

Tb. It's true, an Informer is the Ma- 
^ifirate's Ejey as the Cbnftable is his 
HanJ in punifhing; yet fbmetbing 
may be done by h^ own Infpcdion. 
If you be vigorous, as a Chriftiati 
Bdia^giftnrte ought to bes in punifhing 
ferfius ^ all Ranks that jwear or curje 
in your Hearii^ or whom you fee 
drmk^ or guilty of any tifber Immorality 
punifhabfe by the Laws, it will flrike 
a general Awe into Vice wherever you 
come, and give io much Spirit^ fudi a 
fuhlic Countenance to Virtue ^ as will en* 
courage feverat to come to you ^fri- 
vately at lead ) with Informations. It 
may encourage good Men perhaps to 
form themfelves into Societies for this 
Purpofe ( as has been done in fo ma- 
ny Places with glorious Succefs ) when 
tney find a Magiftrate in the Neigh- 
bourhood ready to receive them, and 
confcientious and fevere againft Vice, 
within the Compa(s of bis own Infpe- 
{kxotu In a Word, you need not want 
Informations, if you take Care to coun- 
tenance them. Where a Perfon comes 
%Q inforjp^ as you have Reafon to 

think, 
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think, not out of any malicious or 
fccuUr Defign^ but purely aiming ai 
the Honour of God and Religion in 
Supprefiiog Vice, give him, as in all 
Confcience you ought, all proper Ea- 
couragement, and that will bring you 
more; for one will take Heart from 
the Reception that another finds. A% 
to the Hint you give, that No BoJy 
is hound to inform, I grant ir, if you 
mean no more than that they are not. 
compellahle hy Law to do fo* But every 
Man is obliged in general, upon bis 
Duty to God, and the Reverence he 
owes to his Name and his Religion, to 
inform the Magiftrate againll Vice and 
Prophanenefs, that they may be punifh- 
ed. See how flridlly God command- 
ed the Ifraelites^ if a Father or a Mo* 
iker ihould entice them to Idolatry, 
^.i3^%, l;hat their Eye fhould not pity ^ neither 
Jhould they fpare^ neither Jhould they con* 
ceal, but bring them out that they 
might die for ir. AftJ all Ifrael fhall 
hear and jear (fays the Text ) and fhall 
dp no more any fuch Wickednefs among 
you. You fee that even the neareft Re- 
lation in Blood, Cand much lefs any 
Obligations in Friend ftiip, Intereft or 

De* 
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pendance ) was not to excufe them 
m informing againfl wicked Men, 
1 bringing them to be made public 
amples, by fuflering the Puniihment 
the Law. Now tho' the Way of 
nifhing fuch by fioning^ was particu- 
to the "jemjh Conftitutiort, yet that 
»y (houid hepunijheJ^ and in order to 
It, informed againfi^ is plainly moral, 
d continues to oblige (^as every 
ler moral part of the Law of Mofes 
es ) to the End of the World. For 
' the Reafon of the thing 'tis evident ; 
e beft Laws in the World being to 
► Manner of Purpofe, if no Body 
ill inform againft thofe that break 
em, fo as to keep alive the Spirit and 
cecution of thofe Laws. Informations 
e ( for any thing I know ) full as ne- 
fSry to good Government, as either 
iws or Magiftrates; and therefore 
s as much the Duty oi Suhjeils to 
form^ as of Magifirates to punifh. The 
[ueen accordingly in Her Proclamati- 
1, ftridtly charges and commands, not 
ily Her Juflices of the Peace and other 
^cers^ Ecclefiaftical and Civil, but, 
ALL OTHER HER SUB- 
JECTS WHOM IT MAY 

" CON- 



)74 ^^ mf^ ^^ ^ 

"GONCERN, to be very v]gi^ 

^ lant and fkriA in the Difcowry add 

^ e£fc<9iw1 ProfecutioQ and Puaiumeot 

^ of Drmkc9^fs^ pro{>hane Swcarbg 

^* and CurjiHg^ BUfftbemj^ LewdMrfs^ 

^ ProfhoMatitm dfthe LarJ!$J>aj^ 6uu 

as they will amwer it to Alniighqr 

God. And who, do yoo think, 4caii 

poi&hly be meant by timfe Mther &dh 

jells whom it may cMcen, but tftty 

private SuljjeA who is prefect whm 

any of tMe O^oes is oonniictedl, 

and is by Confequence able to make 

Oath againlt the Ofiender^ tliac k 

may be puniflied as the Law din£U^ 

In Truth, the general Mildoeft and 

Tenderneis of the &^li/h makes them 

averie to bring one another to Puniib- 

iiient C tho' in the Ca&s we are now 

taHcing of, the Penalties are very fmolt 

and inconfiderable ). And this good 

Nature has made us almofi: ridiculous 

in Foreign Countries, as haviqg tbe iefi 

Laws to the leafi Fsirpofe of any JNati- 

x>n under Heaven* So that thofe who 

(as youiay) willxtot give thejnlohres 

the Trouble to inform, are guilty of 

fiiatdng their Eyes agatnft the Autho- 

lity of ScfiftHre^ and the Sug^eftions of 

RtafoHf 
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Medfoif^ and the Commaods of a Royal 
fmlanMion^ they are guilty of brings 
iqg Contempt a^m our Government^ and 
what's more, the Jn^ments efGtii up- 
on their CoQfltry; they are guilty at* 
lb by too jufl: an Imputation of ail 
the Oath, and Curies, Lewdneflb, 
Brophanations of the LordVDays, ex« 
ceffive Drinking, and other didolute 
^radices, which they tamely hear and 
lee committed by others, without giv- 
kg themfdves the Trouble to inform 
of; at kaft where there is no Opfiortn^ 
mity iot pirivate ildmooition, or where 
ic lias bran tried to m farpafe. 

£ng. What cfai^y frights Men frcnn 
laferming, is the vu%ar Scandal that 
lies vpon it ; the Name is edians. 

Th. I own there are Informers who 
di^rve to be Odious, and ever will be 
(o ; &ch as inform out o( Malice te the 
terjen^ or ffreedinefs $f Ren>ard. And 
the general ill Cbara<^r thefe Men 
Itfve txoi^ht opon the Prailtice, the 
Oc^1^ has art&^y improved to the ve» 
•ry great Dii&rvice of Religion : For by 
this naeans he has brought Men mt to 
'difiinffdjb 40 Favour of thofe who from 
m pious Principle of Zeal for God and 

Virtue^ 
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Virtue ^ give Informations agiinft PrOf 
phaneneis and Immorality, the* they 
keep at the utmoft Diftance from ei* 
ther Spleen or Avarice, and has pre- 
poflefsM too many good Men with 
Fear of fuch an unpopular Work, and 
too many others with an VnchriJUan 
Carelejnefs. MALICE, I hope,y^A 
Jom is (I'm fure it never ought to he) the 
Principle of fuch Informations; and 
where it is, I own it to be highly Odi- 
ous, tho* the Caufe of Virtue be pre- 
tended • and the Magiftrate ought to 
difcountenance it. And COVETOUS- 
NESS OF REWARD I think camot 
pojfthly be the Principle ; becaufe the 
Money levied for Offences of that 
kind is difpofed of, by the feveral Sta« 
tutes, to the Poor of the Pariih, except 
thofe upon 3 Car. i.e. i. and %^Car. 
z. c. 7. in feme Cafes of Prophanation 
of the Lord's- Day, which the Juftice of 
Peace has a Power of Dividing, two 
thirds to the Poor, and one to the In- 
former J 'Tis lawful for him fo to di- 
vide it, but the Statute does not cowh 
wand him; nor can I hear that ever 
fuch a Dividend was made, or ever de- 
fired; and fuppofeit was, the Penalties 

are 
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too fmall, and the Advantage too 
ling to make a Trade of. But be this 
it will, the Offender is not punifhed 
: upon clear and certain Evidence ; 
I why (bould the hformers Repu- 
ion, or the Credit of his Action, fuf* 

upon bare Surmifes? The Princi- 
s Men zdt upon are to be warily cen- 
ed, becaufe they are not equally 1//- 
e with what they do; and therefore 
arity (which St. Paul fays, hopes alt 
HgSy believes all things^ fliould teach 
where there is an Appearance and 
>fe(&on of a good Defign^ not to fu^* 
d, without a very convincing Evi- 
ice, a /^// one. Now when a Man 
orros againfi Prophanenefs and Vice, 
i (for any thing that appears to the 
itrary) out of a ferious Regard to 
rtue, and Religion, we muft judge 
It Information gW and honoUratle^ 
long as f^irtue and Religion are fo. 
le Jewiih Princes did not think it be- 
V them to inform Ezra of the Irrc- 
larities of the People in order to a ^^ '' 
formation : And I heartily wifh our 
^n of (Quality at home, would lay 
I Honour of God more to Heart 
in generally they do, and both fet 

N a good 
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a good Ejtartiple theoifehreij ind $rtii^ 
td Piaijhmeitt chofe chit fee art ill 6Ae. 
Nothing can add titaft Hotidur to their 
own Charadtei* thad thu^ to difboutii* 
tehancie Vift, the Meinefl: and ihoft 
Dilhonoiirable thirtg in th6 WdrM • and 
nothing throwi i gtfeatcr RefleiiWi up- 
bn Zeal for God and Virtue, thift th»t 
dUi- gh:at M6rt too getrtWHy thililt 
themfelves abovfe it. 

Eiig. tbetiB might be othws, pdflj* 
bly, who \VouId bring Moriftatiiwis, 
\(rith a ^'Hrf bbnoUrdbfe mH gobd De^ 
figh, if lh«y dWfWt ki)t by this Ateikijs 
fO Ibfe the Ittttrefii of fMh Trdiie and 
the PrfetriJJrip if fbeir mi^i>imrhtdl 
Th. But fh« nwy be pWVidftd a* 
[ainft by cfdnctaling thi Nam^titH fetch 
informers as you have ttb Reilbli to 
Cufped of Malice in what they do. 
This you may do if yoU pleaw, for 
ahy thing in our Laws to thfe fcttit- 
n-iry, except the Offender Vi'ill tfaterlb, 
and infift upon a Trial at Law, ( whieh 
^ill i)ever be worth his while to ftvie 
a ttiflitig Penalty, dr to kn6\ir his Ac- 
difer,) Jrtid then indeed ywj tftiift jJto- 
dute ydur Wittiefs, bUr yott fteed not 
till the triill aeiually coftWs on. Th« 

Egmtj 
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^fitity of prodacing th Accufer Face to 
face with thte Offender, is nothing to 
khe Purpofe, where thft SufFering is fo 
feconfiderible j except the Offender ti4n 
Ijive you very good Reifons to fufped 
his Accufation is unfair : And where 
tfatf litconVeriibnce on the other fide 
may be fo great as expofitig the Infor* 
nler to the Spleen -and ill-Neighbour- 
hood of the Criminal, who for that vd- 
Tj ReaFdri, perhaps^ defires to know hiih. 
The Law has made you Judge in the 
Ql^ and if your Witnefs be upon Onth^ 
^m he (|)tight be) dnd you think fit to 
tredlt phn^ the Offender has ho more 
in Goitimon Juftice to istemand : If he 
will proceed to La\^, 'tis time enough 
then to make a public Proof againft 
him } krir otherwife, becailfe the Ck)n« 
fequence will be riiubh worfe to the 
If^ntfi Infdtmer if you expbfe him^ than 
to the Oftrtder if you conceal hint^ I 
think you ndt only may^ but in Chari* 
ty and Juftice ou^ht to to coitceal him, 
litid let it be known abroad, that in all 
tTj^uUr Informations joh will do fo. 

Bug. But if all this at'guing fl^ould 
mt prevail with People ttt bring us In^ 

f«rnMtio(iS| what mud we do i 

N % n. 
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Th\ Revenge it upon the common! 
Enemy of Mankind, by being fo much 
the more induftrious and fevere againfl: 
Vice, wherever you meet with it. If 
they will give you no Affiftance, do 
what you can without them. In the 
cafe of Tipling on the Lord's-Day, 
you may take your rounds fometimes 
in Perfoff^ and charge the Conftabfcs 
along with you, ta vifit the Public 
Houfes ; and where you find Offenders, 
puniih thenf. 
Ohj XLVIII. Eug. Will not that render the Office 
and Authority of a Juflice of Peace con-' 
temptihle > Our Brethren of the Bench 
would never forgive me fiich a Proceed- 
ing ; they would look upon their own 
Dignity as affronted and ieflened. 

Mdn. 10.16 ^^' ^^^ forbid that any of us ftiouU 
28. 'really think it below him (whatever 

the foolifh Opinion of the World may 
be) to take the moft effecStual Care, 
even by his own perfonal Labour and 
Attendance^ where 'tis necej^ary^ to vin- 
dicate the Honour of our Holy Reli- 
gion, and fee thofe good Laws that 
provide for it, faithfully arnd fully Ex- 
ecuted. That it is fometimes neceffary 
in the prefcnt Cafe can hardly be de* 

nied ' 
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nied : When we confider the Conflu'' 
hksy as either vicious themfelves, and 
confequently in danger to favour and 
conceal Offences; or however, timo^ 
rofis and dependant ^^Az^t2\d to do their 
Duty ; if either 6f thefe, and they be 
fent about wholly by themfelves, you 
will have few (^if any) Prefentmenrs ^ 

made to you by them. And there- 
fore to awe them to their Duty, as 
well as countenance them in it, and to 
make the fearch effedtual to the Refor- 
mation intended by it, 'tis very requi- 
fite the Juftice of Peace hinifelf fhould 
fometimes go along with them. 
v Efig. It will be very troublefome, obf. XLIX. 
Theotimusy to look after thefc things 
in Perfon. 

Tb. What mighty Trouble can it be, 
if you are in Health, (and if you be 
not, 'tis not to be expeded,) to take 
a Walk about your Parifh, once or twice 
every Sunday > Would you think it fo 
if your worldly Advantage lay at the 
End of it ? If it were to receive Money ^ 
or with the Profpedl* of doing your 
felf any confiderable Xindnejs; if it 
were only for your Healthy for your 
r/^^f^re, or to vijit an obliging^ Friend^ 

N 3 would 
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wmildl the I^bow and Trouble of a^ 
Hour^s Walk ^en^e in Seven Days3bd 
teok'd upon as R^aibn fufHcient to fl^y^ 
at honie ? And cb you pretend to be 
a Chrijiian , with this lazy unwilling* 
nefs to do as much for «your eternal 
Lord and Majler as you would do fof 
your [elf ? 

Eui^. ¥ou have itiade me ^fhamed of 
this Objedion ; therefore pray, Theotim 
'mus^ (ave me the Expence of Bkiiking 
longer. I have but one thing more to 
fajf againft going about in Perfon, and 
that is, that it expofes a Magiftr^ite to 
Ohj^ L. all the RuJenefs^ J^fults^ and Affronts 

that may be (xpedted from a vicious 
Mob difturb'd in tlieir Cups. 

Th. I am glad to find your Obje- 
dions run fo low j this very weak 
one is a fign youVe near an end of th?m. 
Sir, the Authority of a Magiilrate and 
I^aws, is what even a Pot-vahant- Fellow 
dares not readily look in the Face. 
But fuppofe he do af&ont you, you 
have the Condable with you, lay bim 
by the Heels, or bind him over with 
good Sureties to the Se(Bon, where you 
will be fure of the Countenaqoe of the 
Bench againU all fUch Infoleocies to 

one 
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qne of their Qwn Body. Befide the 
Concern ypu your felf have in theie 
4ffraats, yoq mufl; not fee the J2ji^ens 
^borit^ trampled on s^c fuch a race ; 
)Q the Execution of your Office, you 
reprefent h^r Perfon, and he that in- 
fults ym^ affronts the Awthority by 
which you AO:. Make one Ex- 
^mpj? or two, and fhvW your felf fL 
}A^H of spirit and Relolution, anjl 
you will . ftrike fuch ^ Damp into ill 
jPeople, that (however they may dare 
JQ r|il ^t yo^ in private^ they wijl 
pev^r . venture to jjffront yoiv pubh 
liclfly, , 

£ug. I h?ve kept parrying, ypq fee, 
9s long as; I copjd, in an ill \Caule; 
hut you .l^jive foufiht fo H^ell, tliaf I 
have now aothing more to do. than ro 
fi^bmit. I pwn. n>y Obligation to this 
part of the Pi|ty of my Office, and 
intend by the Graqe of Qod to purlue it: 
Yet I capnpt prefently wear off the 
Remains of fe^r which will be ftill aw- 
ing and checking me in fuch an unpo- 
puliur Attempt. 

Th. I have obferved the true Spring 
of moft of your Objeii^ions, as you 
made them, to be this Principle of the 

N 4 fear 
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fear of Man^ which renders you ftill 
uneafie. That mufi be conquered or 
nothing will be done : It will clog all 
your Refolutions, tindure all your 
Meafures with partiality, and leave 
them imperfe(fl and inef&dual ; every 
ftep you take in this Work will be a 
Penance J and tho'you may force your 
felf for a while to continue ading, it 
will at laft tire you out, and you will 
de(i(l with more Triumph and Advan- 
tage to Vice, than if you had never 
begun. By the Fear of Man^ I intend 
fuch an Overgrown Refped: for the 
Power and Greatnefs^ fuch a fawning 
Defire of the GooJ Opinion and 
FrienJfbip^ and fuch a flavifh Fear 
of the Difpleafure of any Mortal 
upon Earth, as inclines you to negli- 
gence or prevarication in what you 
know your Duty to the God of Hea- 
ven requires of you, 

Eug. I own, to my fliame, this De- 
finition touches me too near .• I can- 
not wholly clear ray felf. But 'tis my 
Temper, and I don't know how to 
help if. 
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Th. Some Men indeed, are naturally 
more timorous than others: But this is 
a very unhappy Temper for a Afog/- 
firatCj of all Men ; becaufc ftricft Ju- 
flice, Impartiality and Courage, are 
what his Office diredly calls him to. 
There may be a great deal in Temper 
and Confiitution to make a Man afraid 
of difohUging in what he is hound to do. 
Butfothereisinmofl Men to the par- 
ticular Vices they are guilty of, as Paf^ 
fion^ Revenge^ Lewdnefs^ &c. yet every 
Man as a Chriflian is bound, by all his 
hopes of Heaven, to row as vigoroufly 
as poflible againfl: the dream oit Nature 
in fuch Cafes; and by the Grace of 
God and his own adtive Endeavours, 
he may overcome the Difficulty, and 
introduce contrary Habits. Tis the 
fame here; the timorous Apprehenfi* 
ons of Men may be forcibly thrown a- 
iSde by Refolution and the Grace of God^ 
how hard ibever it may feem at firfl: 
to conquer them. But there are other 
Caufes, which either give rife to, or at 
leaft contribute much to (Irengthen this 
Fear of Man, which ought to be re- 
moved too. 
. Bug. What are thofe ? 

n. 



Tk^ In the M pUw> 9mf «/ frue 
faifh^ or how^ve^ta vqry v<gJk w4 m^ 
p^a FaUh. t^ PrPWife* of Qptj, 
luf Pewfir |o nroice<^ us, and (tie Q,e%> 
lity of thofe glorious Hop«« v) another 
WorW, wbi?b Qiffih^ to ^ thp very 
U(« aqd Spirit QTa Chrjftiii^ acid to 
<uppor( him in Qh^erfulqei^ modf r all 
the Pi^qulti^ «|f thi« pre(ei»t ^«K, 4q 
not mak«fo deejp.ipd ft^qi^g, and fteje 
dy anlmpreilioQ upon our Mia4$, a« 
th«y ibould dq. CwM we b^t kieep 
oqr Ey« intfdt upon ttw Inheritance 
Wf e¥pf<!^ above, the «v(ri<i0Hig SAm- 
fim of Happiqeff , which Gpd \i^ prgr 

miM CO thole thait love and ferve 
Hiq) faithfully }• coi)}c) }ve but i^ our 
$i^lves in 9k fteiujy. Senfe of ,Go4's So* 

vereign fomr^ ued hi? ^^&■ Vfr«fUy\ 

could we but bring Qur. felves tQ de- 
pend upon then) with fucb tn evititt 
4^urafKe a$ i^ due, when t^e £«erfl?l 
Governour of the Wprld, the Fountain 
of all Truth and f ower, declare^ Hint- 
ielf j we ihould not be v^ry much af- 
feded with wbaty^ mpotcvt a Creatitre 
as Man can dp ; we ^Quld he above 
thofe little petty Interefls that tye us 
up from plea^ng and obeying Cod ; 

we 
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we ihoiild d^fpife the Frowns of the 
greatefl Mortal upon Earth, and ven^ 
cure our Lives againft his Malice, with 
all the Joy of Martyrdom. For whoph 1 3ohn s. 4- 
ever is horn of Go J over comet h the 
World* and this is the Vi^ory that over^ 
Cometh the WorlJ^ even our F AIT ff. 
In the next Place, it proceeds from 
Love ef the Worid^ and our ambitious 
DeCires of ridng higher in it.- From 
hence we grow^ unwilling to lofe the 
Favour of thofe that may help us on- 
ward to Preferment, chufing rarher to 
pleafe thorn than God. Another Occa- 
fion of it is our too great Familiarity 
and Fii^iendp:>ips vbitb ill Men^ whom 
therefore we know not how to difoblige. 
Another is, the conver^ng mrh over'- 
eautious and fearful ¥erjons^ which you 
will always obferve to have a mighty 
Influence. The laft I (hall need to men- 
tion,is the tJegleSl (^Prayer to God for the 
Grace of Courage arki Refolution in 
our Duty j for every thing that is good, 
and great, and generous, muft come 
from him, without whom we can do w-7^^M'5* 
thing. P^i/M.i3. 

Eifg. Whatever the Principle pro- 
ceeds from, Vm fenfible 'tis a very 

mil- 
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mifchievous one, and ought by all pror 
per Means to be curb'd. 

Tb. You are certainly in the right, 
Ettgenius; ^d hardly in any thing is 
it more mifchievous, than when it re^ 
drains us from putting in Execution 
the Laws againfl; Immorality and Vice. 
It contributes to make the IVifdom of 
the Nation ridiculous^ in providing good 
Laws for nothing but to (luff a Sta- 
tute Book: It makes Vice more impu* 
dent than if there were no Laws againfi 
it I for if, by the flavifli Timoroufheis 
of Magiflrates, it can get the upper 
Hand of Law^ and overcome the Fear 
of that, it has C humanly fpeaking ) 
broke down the ftrongeft Barrier that 
could flop it, and to be fure will quick^ 
\y grow infolent upon fuch an Ad- 
vantage; It is further anfwerable for 
the Ruine of many Families^ by Gaming, 
Tipling, Lewdnefs, ^c. which a timely 
Execution of the Laws might have 
prevented,, if that had not been hindred 
by this fervilp and unworthy Fear: 
It brings down alfo the Judgments $f 
God upon the Nation, where no Body 
Jias the Courage to do Juftice againft 

thofp 
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thofe Sins which every Day affront 
and provoke him. 

Eug. I beg you, dear Theotimus^ put 
me into the likelieft Way to get rid of 
this unhappy Temper. What Method 
muft I take to fortifie my felf againfl: 
it? 

th. The firft thing I will prefcribe 
you, is diligent y fervent andferious Pray 
er to God^ that he would infpirit you 
with a truly Chriftian Zeal and Bra- 
very, fuch as is requifite to break thro* 
a Temptation fo dangerous as the Fear 
of Man. Depend not upon your own 
Strength in this great and difficult 
Work ; addrefs your felf to God for p/i/.6a la; 
Prudence aad Courage, and by his 
Help you fhall prevail. In the next 
Place, refled: upon the Fanity of this 
World ^znd all its Favours and Advan* 
tages^ and what a meer Shadow, a 
trifling, impotent, inconfiderable Crea^ 
ture Man is, of whom you are afraid* 
Who art thou^ fays God, that tbcujfa: ^i.n, 
fhouldfl he afraid of a Man that Jhall iz* 
die^ and of the Son of Man that fhall he 
made as Grafs ^ and forgetteft the Lord 
thy Maker^ that hath flretcb'd forth 
the HeavenSy and laid the Foundations 
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. ifth Earth i All worldly Prefermentii 
all the various PalTions and A6[et5tiiDn8 
of Mtn^ their Lcrtre and Hate^ fheir 
pehfure and Applaiife^ muft hkve an End 
In Deftth^ it the moft, thty cin c6(t» 
firtue but a few Year^ and then bd iaid 
afleep for ever. ConCid^'r your [elf too 
is M:)rta[, arid that ^ifhin 8 little 
\vbile you irtuft bid adieu to this pre 
fent Life. Suppofe ybur felf tiow ex^ 
pifing, tnd conffder how little Roifon 
th^r6 would be to vaiu9 mthdr th« 
FAvoitf or Difguft of Men, the Ad van* 
tages df Suffefings that niuft bt lefk 
bfehiftd yoU J neither the Pleafure of thd 
one, hot Sorrow of the dther can hav6 
any Influencse in thfe Grave. Do yoU 
think that iat that foletnn time, yoil 
would not hi wife enough to look up^ 
tin all thefe things in a true Light, and 
defpife them ? Will it not then be the 
trueft Satisfa(3:ion to fefle(3:, that yoil 
ire going into the Pr^fenee and En^ 
joymdnt of th3t God, whofe Servicd 
and Gommands you have preferred, 
bfefofe ill the tranfitory Dreams of 
Worldly Intereft and Favour? Will it 
ftot ort the other Hand be a ftdrtlmg 
Appf ehenfion, if you have adled a con- 
trary 
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ntf y P*rt, that ymi h«vt A»»*m^ >«r 

(W, fc^fefted hilt everlaftitig Lov^ tdA 
titgk&mA 9ti1ir Duty for « few periflt- 
it^ QiHi^c^ «f it Yidttus NerghbMir^ 
bdbd, "Whiefk 'at% iidW m Ibnger to be 

enjbytd ; tidt ytM lire ^tted to Mfwdf 

at tlte Bit df in oietideJ ttid aSifonc- 
cd Sb^tftign, 9» im*^0g the AnthifHi 
H^rch 9fi iavtytUy afld arc like to fi^ 
UHdef the ttdf fal AtAget and tiefmt* 
iDMts ()f that Almighty Being, whom 

you dufft ttoi otey fbr f^ af dm>b^ 

liging a witt^d fallow-Mortal? 
WMt i!i ft MaM cftn do? He cia 6t 
angry, i^it j ' aftd • abu^ yob ; ttia do 
U/mt pttiy m^ts, and It may ^ 
flike awiy ybuM.i^, ( yet nothing of 
i\\ this Withdat the P^mi^n of Qod) ^"^ <^'4i5 
dtid this f» the. tn^ioft h« can do. But 
if to ftVe yol» felf thcfe trifling Mof- 
tifieatldf)^, ydu t)l'dvok6 God, by neg^ 
lit^Hitg t^h&t yoti might do to ftr¥t 
ind gldriffe him, thera is nd Shelrel 
fhsiiA hi^ Jil^ngiAg Wrath | a mil^i^bll 
Efc^rnity tftflft te fpent in lamenting 
this fodlifh A^aation of thfe gotfd 
Qraces ind Efleem bf Men, who in» 
iitd may eome Id /^>-^ your Puniflift 
i|^t in Hell, but can never leffiiM it. 

There- 
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Therefore another very proper Ad* 

tidote againft the Fear of i^an, is to 

confider, That a Day of Retribution is 

trbiff. I. 6, ^0^i^^^ ^{j^jj fjjg righteous God /hall 

Lukeii.z,Z.''^<^^^P^^fi Tribulation to them that trok^ 
hie jfou^ and Reji to you that are trouble J. 
Confider the Reward laid up in Heaven 
for thofe brave Souls, who in fpite of 
all the Difgrace and Contempt 
thrown upon them, in fpite of all 
the Hatred and Hazards they incur 

73 • ^' '' in this Worlds are neither ajhamed nor 
afraid to do their Duty. Tbefe li^t 
AffliSionSy which are hut for a Moment^ 
(fays the Apoftle ) work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory ; while we look not at the things 
which are feen^ hut at the things which 
are not feen ; for the things which arefeen 

i^ow.s. 17, are Temporal^ hut thofe which are not 

^^' feen are Eternal. And in another Place, 

If fo he we fuffer with him that we may 
he alfo glorified together. For I reckon 
that the Sufferings of this prefent time 
are not worthy to he compared with the 
Glory that fhall he revealed in us. You 
fee how contemptibly the wife Apoftle 
fpeaks of all that you can fuffer here, 
and how magnificently he reprefents 

t the 
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the ProfpeiS: of a good Man beyond 
the Grave ; which, duly confidered, 
muft have a very encouraging Influence 
againft the Fear that might otherwife 
obllrudi: a Good Confcience. 

Another Help to ir^ is to reilecSl: upon 
the Si^fferingi ofChrift^ and how he bore 
them ; who for the Joy that watfet he^Heb. 12.1,2; 
fore him endured the Crofs^ ^efpifing the 3- 
Shame^ and perfevering flill in the good 
Work which God had appointed him, 
notwithfianding all the contradiilioH of 
Smners. 

Remember too, that by the Chrifti-^ 
an Conftitution, it is necejfary for us 
to bear the Crofs ofChrifi^ if we ever 
pretend to his Reward. All that will^'^'^* ^- ^"^^ 
livef^dlj inChrifl Jefusfhallfuffer Per^"^^' '*• '''' 
fecuthn; and therefore, tfoManjhould 
hei moved iy thefe AfliSlionSy for (fays 
St. Paul^ Tour Selves know that we are i rhsjfk 3. %* 
apfpinfed thereto : And 'tis to our in- 
finite vA(^ vantage that we are fo. By 
Sufiering Contempt and Hatred in the 
Gaufe of Virtue, we learn to defpife 
the yyprldy to think more afiedrionare*' 
ly of Heaven^ to turn our Love to- 
^rdsjGod^ to place pur Truft and De-\ 
fff$d^ce. only upon Him^ and improve 

^.;r O our 



<5qr Selves in the excettent Grace of 
Humility^ In ihort, we are afKired that 
^ Thinp tmh U>^k€f f^r GoifJ \hf 
the wife .ttid gracfeus ProvWeiicc of 
God] to thofe thai^ hve fUm; md 
therefore what have yoi> to fear from 
the Froww andMiKce of. ttt l^eopte^ 
wherr in ctkSt it is your t^ueflf Itttereft 
to enjoy themr> • 

Encourage youi llblf further with Hl^e 
Exampttf of other ^eaf^ amt geod Men^ 
Mtho have run thefen* R#€e l^fore yon.' 
I will inftance only in Mofes artrf^ ft, 
/Wl TheFirft Aufing rMker (attd a 

Uth. 11.a5.wffe Ghoice Vt^iis^^ytotfuffer AffitSion 
. With the Ftof^e of God^ than to enjdy 

Ver. 25. the Pteafuref of Smfor a S^afon • Efieem^ 
ing the Reproach of Chrift greater Richer 
than the freafures of Egyft : For be 
had refpeil to the Recomfence ofRewarS^ 

y^n- 27. fiot fear'mg the Wrath ^ the King. 
The latter having mentioned his Af^ 
fli(5bions, makes tbts generous amJ-he- 

.r. ^ roic Proteftation, But none of theft 

Acts 20. 24. . . » J J 

tbtfigs move me^ neither count i any 
LIFE dear unt^ my felf^ that Imtght 
pnifh my l^ourfe with Joy, • ^ '- 

The next thing I advife you to^ is 
to converfe as often aSv poflible with 

Men 
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Mm ^ Fiety snd Cmra^e^ and 4if^oi4 
4:l)e TiimroHi. This At^iJi benibnfiblf 
Adv«at^eto youj y<»tt will B^v&r JetVie 
^ch Compao^y^ bMt witti IUifol4^t;ienf 
i^ld ftad iiadiivc, and wertby^heOnh 

Mtn w\VL M yo<i with iiew ScratpJes ^^ 
their very c^titfsis infedfcioiis^ t^o'ith^ 
^bould nctc ^ffer to ^///Wl? you. 
, AmMherf^£V€Htivev^ic{lf liquid /fer 
rioufly TeoouMwcind^ is to have i^couriii 
oiSEea ia your Mind^ ikt Scrips are i^rch pfai. '^^\^l. 
mt^^ofO^i^iF^p^^m^ Txvtk CO his Pro-- •— • 3 7. 5 • 
vidiwoe, whsch wiU imeiHBftit Mfol* ^ '^- '•^• 
ypur (kfecy^wheufQever (u(&i3ing wiJiaot 
be an Advantage to you. rS^boiit to his 
|7^b(d^in^nd'Gi)ddneJis ID order all chifigs 
£ar Che b^ft. rReoiea^er jthe FU^y^l Pro- 

uesib^^&dommiihe ft^^ffi^an hriHg^- Pror, 29, 2 5. 
^ aSmtfiP^,; Sttt i^ofo fHtMJbi^h Ir4{{i in 
the JjMrdsfhaU ^fujt : AikI fibe geaerous 
Gourage i^f K. £>avi4i ^^ I-oi^Js pnmf 
fftt^mll^mifeAr ipMatMan can duMnto/mtt, ^^^^' ' ' ^- ^• 
It itoll fortterbeof my gaod Ufe^fof ""5^" 3' ^' ' '• 
jmir )i^ouki|^iB€fit, 4f yon could ^* 
ther . foin^ one or more H^ormt^tion 
SmShties about yoH:; if ryou can 
^yml uath &^h as you thkric havQ 
a true Senfe of Religion in your Neigii- 
.'! Ox bourhood,' 



1^6 An EJfay itfion the 

bourhood, to meet often to concert 
the moft proper Methods for carry- 
ing on this difficult Work, and by 
Converiation and Prayer, . to ftreng- 
then and encourage one another m 
bearing thro' all Hazards* for tbftt 
purpofe. This, if you think fit to 
meet with ttfcm^ will be of great 
Advantage to you: And if you 
don't think that convenient j yet as 
the Aflurance they have in you, as 
a Magiftrate zealous for this good 
Work, will much encourage tbem; 
(o the very Being and Zeal of fuch 
Societies will not a little Invigorate 
and Encourage you, 

Eug. My Dear Friend,^ I thank 
you; you have given me full fatis- 
fac^ion in every thing, and by the 
Grace of God you (hall hear in a lit* 
tie time more efFe(f}ually that it is 
fo. I am ferioufly refolved to fet 
about it as foon as I get home ; 
but as you have promifed me already 
your further Advice and Afliftance, 
as the Cafe requires; (o you muft 
Promife me yuur Prayers too, that 
I may have Strength and G)urage to 
purfue it. 



Execution of the I^am. Tp/ 

Th. With the utmoft Plcafure, 
[>ear Eugenius^ I promife it. I do 
}ow, and ever fhall, pray God to 
>rofper you in fuch a glorious Un- 
lertaking ; in which I hope you are 
prepared to undergo all Hardihips 
or the fake of doing Good, (what- 
iver the raving and diftempered Pa- 
ient may lay of his PhyficianO be* 
ng fure of the prefeot Happinefs of 
I good Ccnfcience^ and of the future 
iewardof ever lofting Glory. 



F I F i ^ 



A^erti/ementl ^1^9 

Retictred into BngUjh by Mr, Httm.Wantey : And 
XcvTS'd by Oc(frfe Stanhfe^ D. D. • 

An Exhortation to the Belief and PradHce of 
real Religion .* With Cautions againft fome M^ 
ftakes about it. Together with fliort Rules fdr 
a Holy Lifci 

The Bxemphiry £ife of J^mes BmneB, Blck 
late Accomptant General of trelanJ. To whicST 
is added, The Senoon preach*d at Us Funera!, by 
£^iMr^Ld.Bifltop of J^ilhmre and Ardngh. The 
Life by WiHifia/n Hamilton^ h. M. Archdeacon of 
Armazh. And attefted by Seven of the moft emi- 
nent Bifllop? of che Kingdom oilnUnA. ^J. Editm 

A Friendly Letter in Three Parts. I. To all 
Young-Men, ihewine che Benefit of a Religious 
Converfation. II. To Mafters of Families. ItL 
Shewing fome Marks of a Chriftiany or che Cha- 
raAe? of a good Man. The Second Edition 
correded and eidarsed; Price bound i /. 

An Account of the Sodecies for Reformation 
of Manners in ingUnd and Ireland^ &c. Fifth 
Edit. 

A Help to a Nadonal Reformation. Publilb^ 
ed for the Eafe and Dire&ion of all Ottcers, and 
others. The Fifth Edition. 

An Account of the Proerefs of the Reformatio-' 
o^ of Manners in England^ Scotland^ and Ireldnd , 
and other Pans of che World, tf c. The Eleventh 
Edition. 

The Chriftian School- Matter: Or the Doty 
of chofe who are emplov'd in the publick In» 
ftruiSkion of Children : Efpecially m Charicy* 
Schools. To which is added, a CoUedion of 
Prayers for che Ufe of Mafters and Scholars. 
Together with Diredions and Inftrudlions con* 
cerning Coniirmacion $ with fuitable Devotions 
before, at, and after it. 

A Kind Caution to propbane Swearers. An 

lam* 
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I N D E X 

To T H I S 

E S SAY and the P RE FACE -. . 

Diftinguiflied by different Figures. 

A. • -' 

r fk Cccflary i we are accepay to thofe Sins which we 
J'\^ do net endeavoMr to fujfrefs when we tfre AU \ 
^ Mi partake of the Guilt of them. p* f 2* 1 3 

Alone \ the Ditadvantage of being Alone in this Vvork^ 

oh jetted and anfwered. p* l8 

Authority of M^iftrates rendred contemftibk h]f n^^ 

leS to execute the Laws* p. jcir 

B. 

ID'Breeding) how it comes to he charged upon Attenats 
of this Nature. p. 117, &c^ 

C. 

Our Care is to extend to the Morals of othits.as 

well as to our own. P- ^9 9* v ^* 

ChriftV Example in Zeal for Reformation of Manners. 

Chtift himfelf hf.iHdcd as a Schifmatic, &C.; ^ft^fl s^at 
^)^OHnt. ' p.4o9 

P Clergy 






Clergy and A^ariflracy have their difiinU Provinces 
toward the Siip prc0(m. of F'ice , jt»d m i iiher -^•th^m"' 
fte^d tQ en croac h HfniLthe other p. 1 5, i4 

Clergy, their Duty in contributing to this pepgn.^. 1 1 4 

Comnilffi(f& not ihjfianger ^Ik lofi ^J^/ iftfAvref- 
fing0<:, T }A YL #124 

Conlcicnce % a good Conscience to be dijcharg d what'' 
ever Difficulties vh heki wthP' ^ p. 42^e5'r. 




asin.L^w. . , . Pfl37 

^yfllSmr'ofthe HatJrd-of. their Lives 
answered. P'i59j kJ? 

Contempt and Hatred of ill Men not to be dreaded, 

'♦■■*•*' « * 

I3^S:iiyh^y fat at to Ihe^^'min Stffte.' ":" . pu yil 
DjUfc bteft VW;7%%^ Societies . ^-f {^',f^f ^> }}^(^^ 

^ioHJidered. . ,....'' i- ".. . *' p. UO^ji?-^: 

nf4lftl*TiTiefs i /)//«^^^^ frcT^^; ma^bekid 

^tirh^drunk. p. 84-,^^. 

E." ■ . : . , 

liffiatcV\\Tt^f enjoy thevi but as Stewards for God^ md 
•ii?r to txpend them cheerfully in his Caufei p- 1 38 

Ob] dl ions againfi this anfwered, p. 139, G^r. 

Example •, r^f ,jW Example of a Ma^tftra;t€ if\ b¥ 
'^tnmi€!ofiverfation hi£hiy necejfary. . j](. 7& 

'-^BHt not enough without exerting' his Authority edT^ 
tofupfrefs the ill Examples of others. p. 7^ 

Excefs \ the Danger of drinking to Excefs gre^ttJm 
-kykblix\ than i^ private HoMfe^ p ^ tfS 



i N 6 '^ k. ioi 

Excife i that ObjeHion covfidered. p^ 53 

Execution of the Laws ^a^ainji f^iccythe ^dvantag£^ 
•ofttfHbhckit?7d^'pnk;ate. • p.xvi 

•^ — 19 Religion and the Church <?jf England, p. xvii, 

' ■ xTi,' xxiy 

0'^-^hthe Morals of Men^fartkitlartybyrenioi/ifi^ 
Temptations. p. xviii^ to xxi 

■ F; ■ ■•■*■ 

Fanatic ^ our Saviour called fo for his Zeal for Refor-' 
mat ion, ,^ j)» xoji 

Fear ofMmdne L/tws (ft He} fame with a greater Atpe^ 
than the Fear of God or Thoughts of another Worlds 

P.\77 
Fear of Man ( in oppo/iiion to our Duty ) ah unhappy 

Principle '^ de [bribed. p. 1 84 

•mufi be ftriven againjf, and may be contpiertd^ 

the Caiifes of it. p. tS/J, 187 

the mifchievous Confequences. p. T 8^ 

^ — ^ how to get rid of it ; the proper Means annC(ntf!' 

derations. p. 1 89, &c. 

Forwardnefs ; the true Notion and Regvlation of it in 

thisWorki * p. 129 

« 

The dory of Chrifi to be promoted aS mfich as pojfible 

by aff Cyifiians. .p. 22 

Govei'nmcnt dijfclved 'by NcgleB to execmethe Laips. 

p. XV 

Great Men rather to bepurfifljdd than the medner forti 

p. r2i 

-'-7^ tHe ill Confequences of bjing partial in their Fa- 
^vouPk p. 122 

P 2 Habic 



H. . ;"..■ "' 

Habit Mi Cufiom in Sin na FrcttHie f^ Imfftnitf^ 

■ i p that of Swearing farncnlarly mifchievons. p. 74 
Hatred <r/ iU Men a defirtMe Enjoym$nt^ and why^ 

p. 148 

- ■ bow far it may frove an ObfirulHan to Succofs 
in Attempts for Reformation. P« I $2 

I. 

Iltdidment not always the fraferefi Way to pmifl^ F'ice. 

, , p. 18 

Informations feldom wanting where due Care is taken 

to countenance and encourage them* p« 1 7 1 

- ■ every Body obliged to give them in againfi Vicej 
that it fn^ befuffjreffed. p. 172, &c. 

Informers, when fcandalous^ ^d when Praife-worthy 

and honourable. p- ij%y &Cm 

^^r'4^ainfi f^ice JHfiified. p. 1 77 

— their Names tobeconcealed^ p. 178 
Judgments of Godc^Sin unrefirained brings them down 

Hfon a Nation. p-iv^ V, vi, 24, z$7 ^5 

JuftiCC of Peace may receive Informations from any 

Part of his County. p. 44 

— one Jufiice of Peace is iHabled by Law to go a great 
Way in fuppr effing f^ice. p. liiy &Cn 

Juftices i the Deference we owe to our Feltow^Jufiices 
fonfideredy as to the fet ting on poot this Reformation^ 
Work with or without their Afprobation* .p. 119 

Juftices i their perfonal JnfpeEtion of PHkUck^Houfes^ 
not below their Dignity and Office. p- 180 

—nor any confidcrn^le TrQubUr ' p. l8r • 

« ar Danger^ ■tLi32 

Know* 



I N D EX. aof 

K. 

Knowing the World ^ what the Objefiors agalnfi He* ■ 
formation mean by it. p. 1*7 

L. 

Laws sgaiftfi Vice (tho* defeSive) are to be executed 
as far as they will go* p. 38, 39 

were made in Tcrrorera ; hut how* . p. 49 

were defied in earneft to be execnted. p. ^o 

Laws againp Burglary and Murder^ &c. may as weU be 
negle&eaas thofe againfl Swearings &c. ?• ^* 

Fear of humane Laws (trikes fame with agreater Awe^ 
than the Fear of God and Eternity. p. 77 

Life not in Danger by doing our Duty in the Work of 
Reformation. p. 159 

Suffofe it were^ ^tis cheerfully to be hat^arded fir 
the Glory of God. p. 1 52, 1 6^ &c. 

loft in this Caufe^ entitles to the Crown of Martyr^ 

dom. P- itf J 

Love of the World, fo far as it hinders us from do* 

ing our Duty^ renounced in our Chriftian Baftifm^ 

p. 148 
LordVDay; the Cafe of buying and felling on th^ 

Day confldered. p. 88, (fi'c. 

Luxury and Debauchery fatal to the Roman Sn^ei 

P-Vii 

debafe the Genius of a Nation. p. vil, &c»'^» 

introduce Poverty ^ as that does Difcontenty Rebet-* 

liouy and other Violences. p* ix, X 

« 

M. 
Magiitrates cammiponed from God (Kotti' 13. ) to 
funilhKice and/upfrefs it. p. 21 

^-^ bound 



Z04 I N D E'^X. 

hsiftd by their Oaths Jo to do. p. 27 

•^aml ftriSly commanded by the QutetCs Troclamor 

^hn* . p. io^&v: 

mkxtyvdom ; that Crown due tf .fitch as Uff their 

La^es in fervin^thisWork of Reformation, p. 163 

Morofeaefs chargd by ill Men nfon Religion it f elf as 

^ VgieU 4S Hfon thij Difign. p. ti7 

\Sfit ^fafiice of Peace may do agridt deal to theSnf- 
^^frfffionofFictinhisVotipty' ' P^ iSi^fJ'ci 

yppofition of other Jufiices m^ difcOuragc, Mr r*w- 
^ . mt very much hinder thk Work. t>* 1 3 5 

P 

# « ■ - ■ « , ■ ■ 

ttSiC^ pet broken by difinrUng a vicious NetghMrkood 
,^iA their Vices. P« 91 

Poj)cry in a fair way to return Dy iitr Ne^igenet in 
.Jitffrejfing Profhdnenef}^ &C. p. xU 

Popularity -^ how far an Advantage or Difadvantagein 
, , the Defign bf Refdrmation. p. I tpiC^c. 

l^pvcrty a nsunral Confe^juente ef Vice a9lJ Extrm^a-^ 
/ gance. P* 3^ 

J^jTiKleace •, wdrldly Prudence a Pretence far the Neglifi 
^^^foHrDhty. p. 80 

^4iblic Intercity how far concerned in the Execktiwt of 
ji thp Laws againfi rice. V'}^^ ^^' 

fMiC Spirit neceffary. '^-4^5 

Pilftifliment off^ice an Advantage to the Poor, p- 35 
*■■ ' " aCharity to our vicious Neighthur^ p» 37 

*— — 7?iay contribute to a real as well as outward Refor* 

mation, p. 45,C^f; 

Putiiftitilent by Lafw^ dntteffdry Mtt^A^ ihp for the 

frefent it may perhaps exi/fferah. ' • p* 7 5? ^^* 

Re- 



I'lNDEK. tof. 

... R. 

Rcfor tuatiOft i fH Attimft pot impra£Hcahl&. • p- 4* 
-— -r even outwardly ofily^ a Jnftic€ and Hi)n§Hrdme 

tut ^Hr Rcligifm^ -'^ ^',47 

Trtlfo^ a nexp Vndertaking^ the Ohligatian to if^m^i^^ 

a P^f^n ^ot at all injur ions to the Church of Sllg- 

land. p. lOiS 

4fHt exaUlv fuit^d to her Prwciples^and recomttfend^ 
edip her Liturgy ^ p. ■ 1 07* 

KeC^riQier^ JHfiified from Imfrudttice and trrlegulm^ 
Zed. \ p.foo 

R^ffe/hlQCnt fifter divine Service^ the Cafe toetfii^titd. 

' •* ^ ; ■ : p.1 57* 

I^^cnue i the Queen depres not to encreafe Her Jieve- 
nue^y the V!{w^fhir.p4^fle. ' "pC 54 ' 

R,eycfiU€S pfthA Cr^mtt npi imfdired kyf^tffr effing 7^ 
, fHf(g.4!^ Drunkennefs. P* 55 

lUdi^ul^ andStim^dal^ hm^they me to be bom. p. 153 

■ • 

Spa adal ; how it may turn to our -jldvoftt^e. p. f ^4 
Sciuivn^tkrCbrifi branded for fu^h^for hisRef&rMa- 

lion. Zeal. '■ - p. tog 

Sewrity &, Partiality in funijhing Vice conlldired^.^ 
Sihj^ularity,-f/;^ true Notion of it confidered. p/ 4 ij ' 
Societies for Reformation^ a great Encouragement t0 

the Magifirau. P?.i^95. 

—'jkfiified from the Pretence of Gain. p. 102, e^f• 
•-^""^their great Succefs. P*4^ 

Spiritual Comt^ ought alf^to exert their Po^ir fir^-tbt 

fuffrefing Fice. • p< f *i 1 7 

■ • '• •. • '•■■ '-'^ 

"^their 



&o6 INDEX. 

•^fbeir Power riot intercefted by the Gvll Magifirdtl* 

p. 17,18 

SufieriDg cheerfully for Ri^hteonfitefs Suke^ our Duty 

Mndow Wifdom. p* ^^5 

Swearing, Cnrfing^ and fropbane DifcHtr/e^ thegreateft 

Ritdtnejfes imaginable. p. 1 1 8 

Swearing j frophane Swearing naturally introduces Per' 

jtiry. p. xi, 7, 74 

T. 

Taxes 9 the Penalties upon Five as tmch 4 pan ofthern 
as any other. P* 5^ 

Temptations happily removed out af the, Way^ and 
thereby many Sins prevented^ thro'* the Execution of 
tbefcLaws. ^* xviii, &c. 

Tipl^ng on the Lord^s-Vay^ againfi the Statute of 19 
Car. 2. c. 7* ^ p. 59 

— Uaiah 58. 13. cited to the fame Purpofe^ p« 60 

—neither Necejfuy nor Charity can be pledded tojufiifie 
it. p-tfl^^ZyC^r. 

Tippling confidered in Lam us a- diftiri^ Crime from 
Drunkennefs. p. 63^€^r. 

— the Notion of Liberty to fit in a publickHoufefor 
one Hour confidered. p, 55 

'-^why the Laws againfi Tippling are not put inExt'^ 
eution every Day of the tVeejk. p. 6^ 

Tradefm ens ObjeHions anfwered* p' H ^ » ^^ 1 47 1 

X7. 

Vigour &Exf edition necejfary in punifijing f^ice. p,8x 

Z- - 

Zeal i the true Nature of it. p. 9S 

'^^whenfaid to be intemperate and Imprudent. p* 99 

Ztdi for Reformation of Manners J Chrifi^s Example of 

.it* p. 109 

THE 
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tHE ftibii^ I^OO/iSsre StiJ iy 

JOannis- Acndtii Ttn?pfcgi apind G^pmqno^ 
cekbewimi, ac Sapenntefruk-nus qtiondfiiM in 
pucadu Luna?burgijEo" mcmiiSttti, die tirra 
Chriffiaaifmp LibfiC^mcp : Obprseftafltwripf 
fuam olfmlacine recfdhi ; ntmc atirem rcvifi* ac 
cmcndati, cura & ftudio Antonii PVilhelmi 
MoemL AcQcJit (luic Edicioni ttqva' Pr^^faciq 
de Vila fc SaiPtts Amdtianis. 

Enc&irkllon Precum, ad Ppomovendinn fpfi- 
(Horis Pieeack Stttdium colkAum. Cum Inrro- 
d'udbone. da Natura Orationt* 

ManudiK^tio ad tt&iontm Scriprm-ar Sacra?: 
Augjffii Hisntmmi Prtmckji^ S. Tb. Prof, fhxr 
lenlT Obipibus- Theoiogla^ Sacrae* Culwribtrs 
(;9i]>m<rulara» ^ P#^r<? yf/itar, S. T. P. Cum 
rm.^ PraifiitJbnc^da ImgeditnenmStutittTheQ- 
|ogict» 4<^ Appcndke, exhifeepcc aHtjwoc Bc- 
clefte MgHcanai $(^Dtonn|qr lAfcn\ ad II- 
Ittftradbmem O^fcuJi fkcicndaj 

The trance oC true Devoriotr, in- Rch- 
tipn to tbe End as well" as tbe Means of Rr- 

A tfcrg la Devcticn: Reiflg* CollfcS.'on of 
Pray^crs for fevcral Otaifion>;, Hcred' to rhe 
Diss of the <feelf. Xrirh a partiotJiaf Offfce 
for Jne Sacrament. Cbllededijy aGcTKlbtfomait 
fcr bcr own private pfij. 

Atr 



An Account of fome Rtoiarkable 
in the Life of a Private Gendeman ; >mSL 
Reflei^ions thereon. la XIidq; Parts*. Intend* 
ed to awaken the Prefusnpcuoiuk cdi}vincfc the 
Sceptick, and encourage the DdpCMideiir. Leic 
tinder his own Hand, to be comnnudcated to ■ 
the Publick after his Deceafe^ 

A Method of Devotion : Or, Ruts fbt 
Holy and Devout Livingi with Prayers on 
feveral Occafions, and Advice and Devo^ 
tions for the Holy SacramenC In two 
Pans. 

A Companion for the Afflided, whether 
in Mind, Body, or Eftate* Being a CoUet^on 
of Texts of Scripture, arid Fcnins df Prayer,'- 
fuired to the feveral Conditions of Perfons in 
Afflidion, to which is added, Diredions and 
Prayers, for the Receiving the .Holy Sacra^ 
menr, and a Morning and Evening Prayer for 
the Ufe of Families. By John Lewis^ Rcdof 
of Acryfe, in the Diocefs of Canterbury. 

A Colledipn of Pfalms, Hymns, arid Spi-' 
Ritual Songs ; upon the Creation, the Nati- 
vity, PaffioW, Rcrarredion arid AJfcenfipn.fll.. 
our Lord, and on other Feftivals. With Va- 
riety for every Day in the Week; and on 
feveral other Occafions. Fitted for the Ufe 
of Families and private PerfonS. 

The Grounds and Principles of the Chriftian 
Religion, explained in a Catechetical Difcourfe, 
for the Inftrudtion of young People. Written 
in French by J, F.pftervald.fattor of theChucch 
of Newfchatel, and Author of a Book, entituled, 
A Trentife concerning the Caufis of the frefene 
Corruption of Chriflians, and the I^medies thereof, 

Ren- 
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lOo 'Mpertifementl 

EamcftPerfwafive to the ferious Obfervance of the 
jLord*s-Day. ADiflwafive from Drunkennefs. 
The Harmony of die Holy Golpels digefted 
into one Hiftory, according to the Order of time . 
.Divided into 3 1 5 L^flbns, with fuitable Medita-' 
dons and Prayers fubjoined to each Leflbft Done 
originally by the Author of the Devotions by 
Dvay of OflSces, Publiftied by Dr. tticlij. Refor- 
nted and improved by James BwmeU Efq; lace 
Accomptanc General of Ireland^ for his own Ufe. 
And now publifhed from his own Papers for the 
tJfe of others. By the Author of hi$ Life. 

The Hifkory of Infant-Bafti/m, In Two 
Parts . The Firft being an impartial Collection 
of all fuch Paflkges in the Writers of the four 
firft Centuries as do make FOR or AGAINST 
it. The Second, containing feveral things that 
do help to illuftrate the laid Hiftory. 40. By 
PV, ff^alt^ Vicar ofShoreham in i^nt» 
,^ P let as HalUnfis: Being an Hiftorical Narra- 
tion of the wonderful Foot-'Steps of Divine Pro- 
vidence in Erefting, Carrying on, and Building 
the Orphan-Houfe, and other chariuble Inftitu. 
tions, at Glaucha near Hall in Saxon;^ without 
any vifible Fund to fupport it. By Auguflus Her-^ 
tnannus Franck^ ; Profetfor of Divinity in the Fre* 
jerlcian Univerfity of Hall, Faftor of Glaucha, and 
'Diredkor of the Pious Foundations there. With 
ah Appendix giving a more clear and full View 
of the Progrefc of Learning and Chriftian Piety 
both in ihe faid Univerfity, and in the Royal 
Collegiate Schools under the Protedion and Pa- 
tronage of the prefent King of Prujjia. 

The Young Man's Monitor , (hewing the great 
Happinefs of Early Piety, and the dreadftil Con* 
fequence of indulging youthful Luft. 

A Conference beuweert two Men that had 
Doubts about InfantrBnptifm. By ^ fi^all^ Vicar 
of Sbweham in ^ent. Price 4</. or i^s.fer Hund. 
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